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Spoken Words�
Thought Track�
�
Torvald: You look awfully – how shall I put it? – awfully guilty today.�
I must keep my wife in order, she is always eating sweets!�
�
Nora: Do I?�
I’ll play along with him. I always have to play the little girl.�
�
Torvald: Yes you do. Look me in the eyes.�
She is such a silly little girl. She thinks I don’t know.�
�
Nora: (Looks at him) Well?�
Stupid man. If he only knew how I was protecting him.�
�
Torvald: (wags his Finger) Has my little sweet-tooth been indulging herself in town today?�
�
�
Nora: No Torvald, I promise - �
�
�
Torvald: Not a little nibble at a macaroon?�
�
�
Nora: No, Torvald - I promise you, honestly - !�
�
�
Torvald: There, there. I was only joking.�
�
�






It caused riots at its first performances in 1879.





The play tells the story of Nora, a ‘Doll like’ wife who has secretly been protecting her husband.





The play ends with Nora leaving her husband and children, an outcome which shocked and stunned audiences of the time.





Sometimes called the ‘Father’ of modern theatre, his plays were a reaction against the strict patriarchal morals of Norwegian society.





The subtext is what is really meant underneath the line. 





Complete the table.


Read the script whilst reading aloud the thought track before each line.





Extension How could the subtext be conveyed in performance?





A great Admirer of Ibsen’s plays. Stanislavski was concerned with creating realistic, three dimensional characters with a believable inner life.





Similar to an aside in performance where the audience are spoken to directly by the character








