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Westfield Primary and Nursery
Handling Drugs Incidents Policy

“Drugs misuse and its consequences are of concern to all. The majority of children or young people of pre-school and school age will not become involved in drugs or incidents of drug misuse. It is however accepted that some will become involved in misusing drugs, alcohol and solvents. Where there is a chance of such incidents occurring, there must be clear guidelines in place for the management of these incidents.”

Education

Management Circular No.71 (a)

Aims

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all instances of drug misuse are managed effectively in this school.

Objectives

1. All staff shall be prepared to play their part in dealing with drug incidents.

2. Appropriate procedures shall be put into place to manage drug incidents effectively.

3. Appropriate procedures shall be in place to manage pupils, parents and staff in the event of a drug incident.

4. Support shall be provided for staff and pupils affected by instances of drug misuse in the school.

5. Disciplinary procedures will be followed in line with local guidelines. 

Range of Incidents

Drug-related incidents should be taken to include:

· Drug related litter on or near school premises

· Suspicion and allegations about in-school and out-of school activities

· Disclosure about drug misuse taking place in school and during out of school activities

· Pupils who display symptoms of drug misuse

· Pupils/adults with drugs on school premises/trip/transport

· Pupils/adults taking and/or selling drugs on school premises/trips/transport

School Position on Drugs

Every member of staff has a duty to report all incidents of drug misuse to the head teacher or senior manager/teacher in charge who will contact the police and other agencies as appropriate.

Children should be instructed not to touch any suspected drugs or associated paraphernalia (syringes, needles) found on school premises, but to alert staff to their existence (Janitors have needle disposal kits and procedures to follow).
Staff should also be aware that it is acceptable for a responsible person to take possession of a controlled drug “for the purpose of preventing another committing an offence in connection with that drug and that as soon as possible after taking possession of it take all steps to destroy the drug or deliver it into the custody of a person lawfully entitled to take custody of it” (Section 5(4) of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971)

Managing an Incident Involving Drug Misuse by a Child or Young Person

Any suspicions should be immediately reported to the Head Teacher who will proceed in line with Child Protection procedures.
This policy will be monitored by the senior management team and will be reviewed in June 2020.
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