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HAPPY NEW YEAR - 2024
Despite the severe weather conditions, we were able to achieve all of our scheduled Christmas Activities and I thank you for your support throughout this time. As our parish Church of Sacred Heart is being upgraded, we were unable to perform our Christmas Nativity in the church, but enjoyed opening our school doors to invite family and friends to enjoy the Nativity and Carol Service in our school hall. We enjoyed our parties, Christmas arts and crafts, Christmas Fayre, films and activities. We thank everyone who supported our school activities and know that you were all amazing! 

We have returned back to work, looking forward to the new Term 3 and a milder Spring season. 

HOLIDAY BREAK

We will be having a holiday break on Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th of February, closely followed by an INSET day on Wednesday 14th February 2024 (pupils do not attend school on these dates).  

Pupils and staff will return to school for Thursday 15th February 2024 at 8.20 – 8.50am if you are attending the Breakfast Club, if not at 9am prompt. 
LEARNING JOURNALS

We have already purchased ‘Learning Journals for our Nursery classes with great success in digitally informing them about the daily work and achievements they are having with our staff. Already so many families have ‘signed up’ for this new resource and we hope that you will appreciate it’s worth informing you about your child’s success. Our class teachers look forward to sharing many great stories with you and your family.
TERM 3 is a busy term for everyone. 

Pupils are on the second part of the year, where they are heading towards finishing tasks in the curriculum and looking forward to building up skills that will see them closer towards the Summer break. Pupils will be looking forward to celebrating the end of their courses and maybe moving on to the Secondary school or another class stage. As always we ask for parents and carers to know what their child is studying and continue to support their homework and check their diaries. 
Excellent ATTENDANCE as always is so important so that your child does not miss out on essential learning. Your help and interest in this matter is so important to the success of our pupils’ learning. 
At all times pupils will be finishing off and building on skills learned and taking these onto their next class or Secondary. ‘Every day is a learning day’
PARENTS’ NIGHT

By the end of Term 3 we have a Parents’ Night on Wednesday 27th March in the school Hall where you can select your appointment to discuss with the class teacher;  behaviour, achievements, being on track with learning, support in place, covering the course necessary in learning. Excellent attendance, no late coming and working closely with their Class Teacher which is a positive attitude to have. Please support your child (ren) along their pathway.  
FUNDRAISING
Thank you everyone who supported and contributed to our fundraising before Christmas.
[image: image1.wmf]    St Andrew’s Day, we wore Tartan and raised £164.39 for St Andrew’s Hospice at our concert
· CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
£2387.17
SCHOOL FUNDS
· After buying in materials for our Enterprise topic, we made many Christmas gifts and sold them for a slight profit at the ‘Christmas Fayre’
· Our BookFair raised £1057.84 in Sept 2023
We will continue to improve our resources for learning and teaching experiences within the Curriculum for Excellence, ensuring the best possible opportunities for our pupils.
Thank you for your continued support!
NUT FREE ZONE - URGENT
Our staff and pupils are very aware that there are allergies to NUTS and we do not allow any food containing NUTS in our school as this is extremely dangerous if you have allergies to NUTS or products that contain NUTS. Please check all labels carefully to know that pupils’ snacks / packed lunches are safe from NUTS. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2023 / 2024
	Improvement Plan Summary

	CNHS 

Cluster Priority:
	1: Improve engagement and attainment by supporting daily increased attendance at school.

2: To establish pupil partnerships working with children and families, consistent with National Commitment of ‘ The Promise’

	School Priority 1:
	1: Literacy Pathways toolkit – enabling staff to manage pupils’ curricular coverage and achievement, reinforcing Professional Judgement and attainment

	School Priority 2:
	1: Numeracy Pathways toolkit – enabling staff to manage pupils’ curricular coverage and achievement, reinforcing Professional Judgement and attainment

	Nursery Class Priority:
	1: Language and communication across the Early Years setting, encouraging achievement and attainment across learning. 


To further develop STEM, Digital school, Engineering, Enterprise, CNHS links with transition. 

Sacred Heart and Orbiston Nursery Class 2023  [image: image2.jpg]Learnin,
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Developing our new DIGITAL LEARNING JOURNALS 2023
We purchased Learning Journals for Early Years’ families to start with and this resource has been a daily reminder to all parents and carers about the positive progress their child is having in our Early Years’ setting. Staff comment on progress and include photographs highlighting activities and curriculum experiences within their learning. Overall, this gives families a more vibrant and lively evidence of pupils’ learning and teaching.   
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SACRED HEART PRIMARY – Digital Learning JOURNALS 
2024
We are now launching our Learning Journals with the Primary school and Nurture Class. We hope that once you are enrolled to this resource, you will find much more evidence about your child in succeeding and achieving in their daily studies. You will also see the variety of activities that are covered on a day to day basis. I know that this resource will continue to enlighten you with all the achievements and opportunities your child is involved in at Sacred Heart Primary. 
We have reminded parents and carers to ‘sign up’ to be part of our Learning Journals. Remember this is a personal ‘sign up’ allowing you to be open to the world of learning, where your child writes the story of all their achievements for you to admire.

COMMITTEE NEWS
We have so many talented staff, pupils and families in Sacred Heart Primary. Since August 2023, we have set up committees to develop lots of interests that our pupils enjoy being part of, such as……………………………………………
RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL – working towards GOLD

Being a DIGITAL SCHOOL

STEM

Latest ACHIEVEMENTS 2023 / 2024

We are a DIGITAL school; 2024 Digital Learning
NL Digital access to learning

Learning Journals for home communication
Nurturing school

Rights Respecting School - Working towards GOLD

LEGO, KneX, STEM
Engineering school

Enterprising school

Sport Festival school

SCIENCE CENTRE – Powering for the future school

Tracking Assessments, Achievements and Attainment

Poverty Proofing school

SAM group

Literacy and Numeracy NL HUB

Tracking attainment through Staff Professional Judgements

We invest our PEF money to improve learning and teaching, opportunities for all, team teaching, smaller classes, better ratios; Teacher / Pupil / Support

Music and Drama

Dance Mania

 Cross Country

Pupil VOICE

Buddy support P1 / P7

CNHS cluster partnership with Sacred Heart Pr, 

St JPII Primary, Holy Family Pr, St Gerard’s Pr
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BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK is 8th March – until the 17th of March 2024 – Theme is TIME

ATTENDANCE AND LATENESS

Staff will continue to notify the office each day of pupil absences. We will text or telephone you to enquire about an absence. If you know that your child will be absent you should telephone the office. Always write a note to the teacher on return, explaining the absence. This will be kept as a record. NL attendance targets are 95% or above. 
UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE

Every effort should be made to avoid family holidays and breaks adding to the days off already in the calendar during term time as this both disrupts the child’s education and reduces learning time. Absences will be classified as authorised only in very exceptional circumstances (see school handbook) and with prior agreement and consultation with the Head teacher. 
LATENESS

The school will be contacting parents by letter if there is cause for concern about persistent unexplained lateness. I would ask that you encourage your child to arrive at school on time ie just before the 9am start bell or the Breakfast Club.
We all wish our pupils the best start to the school day, to enable them to achieve the success they deserve. 
SACRAMENT NEWS at Sacred Heart Primary 2024
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FIRST RECONCILIATION in St Gerard’s church on Tuesday 6th February at 6.30pm. Pupils will be invited along with their parent / carer. Staff will guide you to your seat.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Saturday 18th May at 11 o’clock in St Gerard’s church
MINI VINNI – St Vincent Du Paul
Senior pupils are working closely with St Vincent Du Paul to make a difference to others in the school, the community and at home.
ASSEMBLIES 2024 at 9.30am in the school hall.

Room 10 

24th January 2024

Room 15


21st February 2024

Room 11


20th March 2024
Room 6 & 7 (P1)    
1st May 2024

Room 9


29th May 2024

Room 16


19th June 2024

PARENTS’ NIGHT
Wednesday 27th March 2024

EASTER BONNET ‘sing along P1-3
Calling all creative families! 
P1 - 3 are invited to make and wear Easter Bonnets and P4 -7 are asked to join in with the Easter Egg Competition for Thursday 28th March 2024. 
Last year’s displays were fantastic, so…get cracking!
Finish at 2.30pm
School holiday arrangements 2024
	February break
	Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th February

	INSET
	Wednesday 14th February 2024 (inclusive)

	First Reconciliation P3
	Tuesday 6th February 2024 at 6.30pm in St Gerard’s Church

	Parents’ Night
	Wednesday 27th March 2024

	Easter Break
	 Fri 29th March – Sunday 14th April 2024 inclusively

	Ash Wednesday 
	14th February 2024 – Start of Lent INSET

	Palm Sunday
	Sunday 24th March 2024

	Monday of Holy Week 
	25th of March 2024

	Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper
	28th March 2024

	Good Friday 
	29th March 2024

	Holy Saturday 
	30th March 2024

	Easter Sunday
	31st March 2024

	May 2024
	

	May day 

Inservice day (all areas)

Local Holiday 
	Thursday 2nd May 2024
Thursday 5th May 2024
Friday 24 and Monday 27 May 2024

	Summer 2024
	

	Schools close
	Wednesday  26 June 2024 at 1pm


School holidays 2023/2024
December 2023 - January 2024

Schools close: Friday 22 December 2023 at 2.30pm
Christmas and New Year holidays: Monday 25 December 2023 - Friday 5 January 2024 (inclusive)

February 2024

Mid-term break: Monday 12 February and Tuesday 13 February 2024
In-service day: Wednesday 14 February 2024 

April 2024

Schools close: Thursday 28 March 2024 at 2.30pm
Spring holiday (Easter): Friday 29 March - Friday 12 April 2024 (Inclusive)

· Good Friday 29 March

· Easter Monday 1 April 2024

May 2024

In-service day: Thursday 2 May 2024 (to coincide with UK Parliamentary elections, but may be subject to change)
May holiday: Monday 6 May 2024

May weekend: Friday 24 May 2024 and Monday 27 May 2024 (inclusive)                                              [image: image6.jpg]



Kind regards, Head Teacher, Mrs K Somerville 
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                   SPRING 2024

‘A school where everyone matters’
SPRING 2024
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