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Crime in [ndustrial Pritain 1 750-1900

1 9"‘i Ccn’surg Prison Conditions _

55 the 19th century the number of crimes Punfshablc bg'dcath was 200, this included
serious crimé such as murder and treason but all less serious ones like Pick Poc‘cctfng,
steafing bread and c:]-nopping down a tree. T hese crimes were usua”y committed bg PCOPEC
in the most cléspcratc need. Tl‘;roughout the i?th century the number of crimes
.Punishab[c by death was reduced. Some criminals were forced to sign up to serve in the
armed forces, while other were transPortccl to Amcﬁ'ca or Australia. Thcjourncg took up
to six months and conditions on the shfp were horrendous, which meant that many criminals
died en route. T he remaining criminals were sent to Prison for crimes 1:2163 committed.
Ti‘nag were cither sent to Prison hulks, Pcnitentia_rics, or ga‘ol gaﬂ). Frison hulks' were
boats often moored on the Thamcs where Prisoncrs were held when there was no space
[eft injaﬂ. Iere conditions were very harsh. Mang Prisoncrs died from cholera du_c to the
overcrowded conditions and c[rinidng Po”utec] water from the | hames.

During the 19fh century prisons were overcrowded and mtﬁg‘ Frisoncrs had little or no
fresh drfnking water and were cxpcctcc] to Proviclc their own food. FPrisoners had to pay
thcjaiier for evcrgthing even when thcg were Punishecl. T hose who had no money had to
bcg from local Pcopfc Passing the Prison. Sometimes a Prisoner could be released carlg

50 iO'ﬂg as t}'l(:‘,g bC"IaVCCl WC“ anci were not in dﬁbt

111 the {'P'l'ouse of (Correction in E)‘cd}cord, Prfsoners were made to wear suits with arrows on
them so thcg coula be casilg spoi:tcd if ti’lcg cscapccl. Bedford was a silent prison where
inmates were allowed to work togé’éf'xcr 50 !ongas t]‘ncg never spoke. If f:%eg did, tl—:eg would -
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be whiPPed and beaten. Pedford had been built for 40 inmates but ]35 1816 it held 101

and Prisoncrs often had to share beds.

Bg the latter part of the ’iS"Eii century farniig visits were limited to twice a year 'bccausc
thcg no iongcr had to bréng food forthe Prisoncrs because the authorities Proviciccl food.
Jt was ’r:]‘mought that Prisoncrs should stay away from the bad influence of their families.
lnstcad H’ICH sPcnt time with the Prison Pastor w]—;o' tried to make them sormy for the sins
theg had committed. Prisoners were made to do hard labour because this was the most
Popuiar form of Punisi-micnt Shot drill was one Punis}nmcnt Wl‘]CI’C a Prisoncr had to PAicic
up a hcavg iron cannon ball cary it at chest hclght for a dlstancc then carrg it back.
5omctlmcs Pnscmcrs were made to climb the tread wheel which was used to grlnd flour.
Thls was thought to givc the Prisoncrs a purposc. ln)ai], Prlsoncrs had to survive on a diet

of grue], Po’catocs and bread, with no fresh meator vcgctabics.

I lizabeth ]:rg

[ lizabeth [ry was a prison reformer during the 1 9™ centurg. She was married to Joseph
Fry, whose undle started the famous [rys chocolate compang. At the age of 18 she
started collecting old clothes for the poor and began a Sunday school in her
neighbourhood to teach children of poor families how to read. fn 1812 T'ry visited
Newgate Frison in |_ondon and was horrified to sec the conditions women and children
were being kept in. Some of them had not received a trial and they were made to live, wash

and cook in their own very small cells.

in 816 ]:rg wori(cc[ to introduce comPulsorg sewmg and bible rear:lmg for the women and
classes for chi Hrcn Frg ancf her- bro’chcr Joseph Jo"m Gurneg, workcd ‘to abol:sh cap;’sal_q o
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Puni'shmeni:, motivated bg the fact that there were 200 crimes for which Pcopic could be
executed. Thcg Fcrsuadcc[ Prime Minister Sir Robert FPeel to introduce the (Gaols Act

of 1823 which was a start to Prisr_m reform.

Since 2001 ]ilizabctb I:rg has been r:lcpic’cccl on Pank, of Eng]and £35 notes wh;trc she

is 5hown rcac]ing to Pri&oncrs at Ncwgatc Frison.

T he Onion .T'himc

T%’\is is the true story about a man named Jol'm Walker, an agricultura‘ labourer from
Bccston. Wa!kcr had been cmpiogcd bg a man named Robcrt Coopcr who was a markc%
gardener. Cooper had fired Walker because he was not happy with his work.

On Septenber. 13% 1873 Cooper caught Walker stealing onions worth & shillings
Walker was arrested and taken to court for a trial. Cooper said he had been sitting in 2
field when he saw Walker picking up onions that had just been pulled. Cooper said that
Walker stole the equivalent of two bushels and then moved the onions'in the pile to
disguisc the theft, Coopor confronted Walker saying that he shouldrt even be in the
Field; Walker begged his forgiveness, which Cooper refused to grant. Cooper gave the
information to the Police who granted him a warrant to arrest Walker. Constable Newton
of the local police went to Walker's house where his wife said that he was not there and
she had not seen him all day. (onstable Newton went into the house to look around and
found some onions. e asked Mrs Walker where they had come from and she safd her
husband had brought them home that morning, (onstable Newton recovered one bushel
- osions from the house, Walker pleaded gy and expocted the case to go o the pety
' crimes courebutthc Jiidge charged him with grand larceny (a veryy serious crime).
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B the time of the trial Walker had already been in prison for six months. When the

y the Y P

Prosccution called Walker-to the witness box he was reminded of the thirteen Pre\rious

crimes he had committed under the alias of Mulls. T hese included three counts of st'ca{ing

and three counts of assault. Thcjudgé decided that, i‘aaving heard the evidence against

him and the fact that previous time in prison had not dissuaded him from committing crime,
P P 2

he should be sentenced to 7 years in Pfison‘
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