Dear Parent/Guardian



1st December 2013
Well, December has arrived and we can now officially talk about Christmas!
Curriculum for Excellence- Update

Lynda Keith was on hand to discuss the latest developments in learning and teaching approaches in Mathematics and Numeracy with our teaching staff and classroom assistants. 
Class Teacher Vacancy

I have been notified by Learning and Leisure Services that we are able to advertise to appoint a permanent class teacher. We will be interviewing early in January and I will inform you of the successful candidate as soon as possible.

Data Protection

As you know, we permit parents to take photographs and recordings at whole school events that are for family viewing only. This data should not to be uploaded to social media sites such as Facebook, YouTube etc. I would like to take this opportunity to remind all parents about the importance of supporting the school with this request so that our current arrangements can continue.
Support from our Parent Council 
[image: image1.wmf]Thank you to our Parent Council for their support. I know that they are planning to purchase ICT resources and reduce transport costs for various outings.
Parent Council Disco – 12th December (630-8pm) Entrance is £1 and tickets are on sale from Mrs Codona. Crisps and flavoured water will be on sale at the disco. The discos are for Newmains Primary children only. We really need parent volunteers to supervise at both discos – particularly the one for the older children. Please let us know if you can manage to come along and help. We can’t hold these fun events for our children without your support.
Charity Update
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Mrs Brown and the Enterprise Committee organised a very successful ‘pyjama’  day. We raised £240 for another very worthwhile cause
Kilbowie Payment- Final Payment is due on Friday 10th January 2014.  A meeting will be held for Parents on Monday 13th January at 2.15pm at the school.
Buses Update:

Please remember you are responsible for your child’s conduct on the school bus. A good standard of behaviour is always expected to ensure everyone remains safe, secure and protected from harm. Please remind your child of our expectations. Thank you for your help.
Adverse Weather Conditions
As you are no doubt aware, we have in recent years experienced severe adverse weather conditions that caused major disruption throughout North Lanarkshire Council. In the event of such conditions, parents are advised to check www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk for the latest information and news about school and nursery closures. Please ensure that we have the latest telephone number and that of your emergency contacts so that we can keep in touch with you.  In these circumstances, I recognise that continuity of learning for your child is of extreme importance. The school has planned a range of learning activities and experiences (for a period of 5 days) for the core subject areas of Curriculum for Excellence using the experiences and outcomes. In the event of a school closure this work will be uploaded to the Homework Section of our school website (www.newmains.n-lanark.sch.uk).
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Attendance at School- Regular attendance at school is essential to ensure progress in learning. Scottish Government have set 98% as the national average expected by all schools. A current snapshot of our performance: P1- 98% P2-94% P3-96% P4-98% P5-97% P6-95% P7-93% (Average 95%) Please keep in touch with us to let us know if your child is unable to attend school. The class teacher will notify you by letter if your child’s attendance is a cause for concern. Thereafter, Mrs Lowe or Mrs Maguire will contact you to discuss our concerns directly with you.
Supervision of Children before School Starts

Our Janitor, provides an adult presence in our playground from 8.40am. I would ask for your support to ensure that children do not arrive to school before this time unless they are attending our Breakfast Club. Could I also ask parents of children in P1-P3 to encourage your child(ren) to develop as an independent and responsible citizen by lining up in their lines without you! 
[image: image4.wmf]December Dates- Christmas Community Concert: This 
Event is for invited guests within our local community and takes   

place on Friday  6th December at 1.30pm.  
Christmas Concert: Tuesday 10th December at 1.30pm and Thursday 12th December at 9.30am. (Tickets £2- strictly 2 per family for 1 performance only) 

Carol Singing at ASDA- Nursery children Monday 2nd December 10.30am and 1pm/ Primaries 6 and 7 Monday 9th December 1.30-2.30pm 
Nursery Nativity am and pm: C-H-R-I-S-T-M-A-S spells Christmas 17th December at 10am and 1.30pm. 
Christmas Pantomime: M and M productions perform Aladdin for children in Primaries 1 to 7 on Wednesday 18th December. Cost £2.00 per child. 

Jack and the Beanstalk: Monday 9th December – (am and pm) children 
Parties: Nursery am and pm – Thursday 19th December
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P1 and P1/2- Monday 16th December pm
P2/3 and P3- Friday 13th December pm
P4 and P5- Thursday 12th December pm
P6 and P7- Wednesday 11th December pm
ECO Gift Sale- Thursday 19th December
We do hope you will be able to join us for our Christmas Celebration in Coltness Memorial Church at 10am on Wednesday 18th December. 

Please note that the school will close on Friday 20th December at 2.30pm. The buses will pick up the children about 2pm and the rest of the children will leave at 2.30pm. School re-opens on Monday 6th January at 8.55am.

We hope December is a happy, if busy, month for you and that you have a very Merry Christmas and a good New Year. I thank you for your continued support of all that we do in our school. As always we will continue to work together for the benefit of the children and our local community.
Best Wishes, 

E CLINTON (Head Teacher)
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