National 5 Media Assignment – Film Poster


Section 1 – Planning
Answer the following questions in each section in as much detail as possible. Remember, each section is worth FIVE MARKS so make sure you give yourself the chance to pick up as many as possible with your answer.

1. Describe what you discovered during your audience research and explain how this influenced your plans.

· Explain who your target audience(s) is. How do you know this? (surveys, IMDB ratings, other research…?) What will you include in your poster to appeal to your target audience?
· What are the needs and expectations of an audience for a film poster in your chosen genre? What will you include in your poster to meet these needs and expectations?
· What preferred reading(s) are you trying to create in your poster? What are you including in your poster to do this and minimise differential decoding?

· Posters are designed to persuade an audience to go and see the film. What are you including in your poster to try to persuade an audience to go to see your film?

2. Describe what you discovered during your research into internal institutional factors and explain how this influenced your plans.

· Identify some internal institutional contexts that will affect your planning decisions.

· Budget – You have no budget for props/costumes/scenery etc. How will this affect your planning decisions about your poster? What will you do to attempt to overcome this?
· Access to technology – Photoshop/Publisher/Photography. How will your familiarity/lack of affect your planning? What decisions will you make because of this?
· Skills and Abilities. How will your own skills and abilities affect your planning decisions about your poster? What will you do to attempt to overcome this?
· Time and deadlines. How will this affect your planning decisions? What will you do to ensure you work within this context?
3. Describe what you discovered during your research into external institutional factors and explain how this influenced your plans.

· Write down some of the important rules about the content of film posters from pages 16 -18 of http://filmratings.com/downloads/advertising_handbook.pdf . How will this affect your decisions about the content of your poster?

· What release date have you chosen for your poster? Why have you chosen that date? What effects do you hope this will have?

· What actors/directors/production companies/logos are you planning to use on your poster? Why have you decided to include these? What effects are you hoping this will have?
· How much does it cost to put a poster in a bus stop/magazine/cinema/billboard etc? What does this mean your poster has to be able to do?

4. Referring to one key aspect of media from categories, language, narrative and representation, describe what you discovered during your research into content, and explain how this influenced your plans. 

· Name which key aspect you are going to look at.

· For categories, focus on genre.

· How do posters from a particular genre use conventions to establish the genre of the film in the poster? Talk about THREE DIFFERENT POSTERS.

· How will you try to use some of those conventions in your poster to establish the genre of your film?

· For narrative, focus on the relationship between the Title, the Image(s) and the Tagline and explain how the poster uses these elements to communicate information about the narrative. Talk about THREE DIFFERENT POSTERS.

· How will you use the relationship between Title/Image/Tagline to communicate information about the narrative of your film?
· For language, identify one feature of poster language from font/colour scheme/image/tagline/layout and explain how the poster uses this element to convey ideas or connotations. Talk about THREE DIFFERENT POSTERS.

· How will you use this particular aspect of language in your poster and what ideas/connotations do you think it will convey?

· For representations, look at the image for the poster and explain how a person/time/place/idea is being portrayed by that image. Talk about THREE DIFFERENT POSTERS.

· What representations are you going to create in your poster and how are you going to use your image(s) to do that?
5. Referring to a second key aspect of media from categories, language, narrative and representation, describe what you discovered during your research into content, and explain how this influenced your plans.

· Same as above but with a second key aspect different from question 4.
Section 2 – Review

Answer the following questions in each section in as much detail as possible. Remember, each section is worth FIVE MARKS so make sure you give yourself the chance to pick up as many as possible with your answer.

In this section, you have to identify five different elements of your poster, explain what you have done/used, explain the connotations/effects and explain how effective you think you have been (you can critcise yourself and say how you would like to have improved your effect.)
You might want to talk about:

· Your choice of font.
· Explain what kind of font it is (serif, sans serif, block, script, unique…)

· Explain the effect/connotations you were hoping to achieve by using that font.

· Explain if you think it has been successful and if you would have done something different if you had better technology/more time/more skill etc.

(If you have used more than one font in different places in your poster, you can talk about them as different elements.)

· Your choice of image.

· Explain what the image is and how you created it.

· Explain the effect/connotations you were hoping to achieve by using that image.
· Explain if you think it has been successful and if you would have done something different if you had better technology/more time/more skill/taken your own picture etc.

(If you have used more than one image in different places in your poster, you can talk about them as different elements.)
· Your use of colour.

· Explain what colours you have used and why.

· Explain the effect/connotations you were hoping to achieve by using that colour.

· Explain if you think it has been successful and if you would have done something different if you had better technology/more time/more skill etc.

· Other elements of your poster you might consider analysing using the structure above are:
· Your use of a tagline.

· Your use of a certification.

· Your use of actors/director as USPs

· Your use of production company logos

· Your use of layout/composition

