
Minutes of Eastfield Primary School Parent Council meeting  

Tuesday 17th September 2019 

Location – Eastfield Primary School 

 

The meeting was called to order by Catriona McLaughlan at 1900hrs 

 

Attendance & Apologies 

In Attendance:  

Catriona McLaughlan  CM  Chairperson 

Adelle Carroll  AC  Vice chairperson 

Frances McLaughlan FM  Treasurer 

Diane McNaughton  DM  Secretary 

Suzanne Breakell SB  Provisions secretary 

Jenn McGowan JMG  Provisions secretary 

Lyndsay Brolly  LB  Parent Council member 

Karen McMillan  KM  Parent Council member 

Stella Pytharouli SP  Parent Council member 

Linzi Wright LW  Parent Council member 

Donna Holmes DH  Parent Council member 

Caroline Tulloch CT  Parent Council member 

Carrie Ewens CE  Parent Council member 

Lesley McPhee  LMP  Headteacher 

 

Apologies: 

Adeeba Ahmad  AA  Parent Council member 

Laura Russell  LR  Parent Council member 

 

Welcome 

CM extended a warm welcome to all in attendance. CE was introduced as a new 

attendee from the Parent Forum. CE expressed that she wished to join the PC 

and was duly elected. 

 

ACTION: 

DM to update members records. 

 



Previous meetings minutes 

Minutes from the previous PC meeting were approved. 

 

Chairperson’s update (CM) 

New Communication Secretary Role 

DM explained that her role of Secretary had grown in responsibility since last 

year and now had reached a point where it warranted being split into two roles. 

Responsibilities of both the Secretary and a proposed new role of 

Communications Secretary had been compiled and shown to the PC members in 

attendance. DM said that she would be interested in taking on the role of 

Communications secretary which would mainly involve producing communications 

for parents (flyers, newsletter etc) and teachers together with organising and 

managing a proposed Eastfield Parent Council social media account (see below). 

She pointed out however that she would be happy to take on either role if 

someone particularly wished to take on the Communication Secretary role.  

ACTION: DM to follow up with PC on proposed new role. 

 

Parent Council Social Media Account 

CM updated that for some time the PC had considered setting up a social media 

account to help share news and better inform parents of Parent Council news. 

She highlighted that this would function strictly as a communications channel 

and that we would not tolerate a system where by users could use it as a 

mechanism for complaints. Members in attendance agreed that this would be a 

good idea. DH communicated that she currently acts as an administrator on a 

social media account using Facebook and found it very difficult to moderate and 

very time consuming. LMP highlighted that North Lanarkshire Council only 

approve the use of Twitter for social media in the school setting. It was 

discussed that although Twitter was open access it could be used as an 

information only tool where inappropriate users could be identified and blocked 

if need be. Twitter also has the advantage that the school can be tagged and 

school/PC tweets reciprocally retweeted. There were no objections to the PC 

setting up an information only Twitter account. 

ACTION: DM and CM to organise setting up a Twitter account. 



Treasurers report (FM) 

Current balance was £6324.51 

Since the last meeting Yoga mats had been purchased and Miss Cameron had 

been issued a cheque to attend a child specific yoga course. Homework diaries 

had also been paid for along with leavers hoodies from last year. 

Forms had been submitted to the bank in order to remove 2 old signatories 

from the PC bank account.  

CM proposed that the PC donate £1000 to the school to fund the purchase of 

outdoor equipment as proposed by Miss Duddy in a previous teacher’s proposal 

evening. This proposal was approved by everyone in attendance. 

DM gave an overview of the findings from the recent teacher iPad survey. In 

short the vast majority of the 12 teachers who took part in the survey 

welcomed the purchase of new iPads for class use throughout the school. It was 

decided that 15 iPads would be a reasonable number to purchase given the 

responses from teachers and our current budget. This would allow for at least 1 

between 2 children if used for a whole class or multiple smaller groups if more 

appropriate. CM asked LMP if we could have assurances that the devices would 

be well looked after which was one of the concerns raised by the teachers who 

got in touch regarding the purchase of iPads. LMP indicated that North 

Lanarkshire Council (NLC) may have a scheme whereby they may match a 

purchase of information technology and would investigate this.  

An estimation of unit cost was £350 which would include a cover. It was 

concluded that the absolute maximum number the PC could donate would be 10 

but this would be reviewed once further information was available. All in 

attendance agreed that this would be a worthwhile investment for the school 

and supported the purchase. 

ACTION: LMP to update the PC on the number of iPads they could potentially 

purchase via NLC. CM and DM to communicate with Mr Rutherford regarding 

maintenance of the new iPads once purchased.  

 

Secretary’s report (DM) 

DM updated that the school Christmas card project was underway. Teachers 

were to be issued packs for collection on the 3rd Dec. Following sample card 



distribution DM planned to arrange date for order and money collection within 

the school in line with the process adopted last year. 

ACTION: DM to arrange help from PC to collect and process orders. 

 

Future Events (CM) 

Halloween Discos 

Halloween discos will take place on the 22nd and 23rd of October. Mr Amos had 

been booked for the disco. The event would be pay on the door as it was last 

year. £3.50 per ticket would be charge. (Since the meeting this was reassessed 

to be £3.00 per ticket, in line with previous years fees). Helpers would be 

required. 

ACTION: JM and SB to arrange purchasing refreshments. DM to produce flyers 

for the event for the w/c 30th Sept. AC to organise help for setting up and the 

discos. 

Xmas concert 

The school Xmas concert is to be held on the 17th and 18th of Dec. The PC will 

organise a raffle of 3 hampers and serve tea, coffee and biscuits. 

ACTION: AC to organise hampers. 

Summer Fete 

The fete will be held on the 6th June 2020. SB had been looking into the hire of 

inflatables through Splash Inflatables. 

ACTION: CM to send SB a list of the package we had last time for the fete. SB 

to contact Splash Inflatables and book a similar package for this coming fete. 

CM to look into options for hiring balloon modeller. LB to book the Fire and 

Police demonstrations for the day. CM to talk to Julie Baxter regarding hire of 

an ice-cream van for the day. 

Other events (CM)  

Other possible events were discussed. It was agreed that Inspiration for 

Schools should be held every 2 years so wasn’t considered this year. A repeat of 



a Wrestling or music event was discussed as a possibility. CM highlighted the 

possibility of a family quiz night. This would be held in February 2020.  

ACTION: CM to contact Mr Amos regarding the possibility of holding and 

chairing a family quiz night.  

 

AOB 

Parent query – Year group play time/golden time 

DM had been contacted by a parent and asked to suggest to LMP whether 

children that were spread across composite classes could spend additional social 

time together such as during wet play time or golden time. LMP responded 

stating that she had been asked about this previously however it was not 

routinely possible to arrange this. During wet play time children were supervised 

in their class room areas by support staff and must remain in their designated 

areas for health and safety reasons. Golden time was scheduled by individual 

teachers and although usually held on a Friday the timing was at teacher’s 

discretion.  

LMP also went on to explain that parents had also asked for children to attend 

trips based on year group rather than class. She explained that trips were 

mostly chosen based on learning topics rather than for unrelated general 

interest and therefore class trips were most appropriate.  

 

Nursery Parent Council contact 

As mentioned at the AGM the Parent Council were looking to appoint a co-opted 

nursery member. JM had agreed to act as such a contact.  

 

Tesco Community room 

JM asked if the school or PC would be interested in using the new Community 

room available at Tesco. CM said that she would think how the school cooking 

kitchen might be able to incorporate its use into their cooking classes.  

 



Greggs – Bread for schools 

SB informed LMP that Greggs the bakers donated bread to the community 

including schools. LMP acknowledged this and also updated the PC that the P7 

children were going to establish a community cafe shortly.  

 

Headteachers Report (LMP) 

The local authority were to update LMP shortly regarding appointing a deputy 

head teacher.  

LMP was to shorty advertise for 2 additional PEF Principal Teachers. These 

positions are currently held by Miss Smith and Mrs Kelly.  

New jotters had been designed by the teachers for the children. These jotters 

were being currently printed and should last approximately 3 years. 

6 teachers have been on Mindfulness training with the plan of then teaching 

mindfulness practice across the school.  

LMP updated that David Craig had been in the school to discuss the school pitch. 

The possibility of building a MUGA was discussed at the cost of £85,000 

although this was to be investigated further. 

 

 

Next meeting 

Tues 12th November 2019, 7pm, Eastfield Primary School 

 


