
Minutes of Eastfield Primary School Parent Council meeting  

14th May 2019 

Location – Eastfield Primary School 

 

The meeting was called to order by Catriona McLaughlan at 1900hrs 

 

Attendance & Apologies 

In Attendance:  

Catriona McLaughlan  CM  Chairperson 

Frances McLaughlan FM  Treasurer 

Diane McNaughton  DM  Secretary 

Suzanne Breakell SB  Provisions secretary 

Karen McMillan  KM  Parent Council Member 

Lesley McPhee  LMP  Headteacher 

 

Apologies: 

Adelle Carroll  AC  Vice Chairperson 

Jenn McGowan JMG  Provisions secretary 

Lyndsay Brolly  LB  Parent Council Member 

Laura Russell  LR  Parent Council Member 

Adeeba Ahmad  AA  Parent Council Member 

Pamela Renton  PR  Parent Council Member 

Stella Pytharouli SP  Parent Council Member 

Lynne Hernan LH  Parent Council Member 

 

Previous meetings minutes 

Minutes from the previous PC meeting held on the 12th of March were approved. 

 

Headteachers Report (LMP) 

Nursery to P1 transition days were underway. 52 P1 pupils were registered for 

the 2019/20 term. LMP anticipated having 2 P1 and a composite P1/2 class. 

Letters detailing composite classes would be sent to parent before the end of 

term. 4 composite teaching classes were planned for next year, P1/2, P2/3, P3/4 

and P4/5. Composite classes contain fewer children than straight classes and 



children were selected based on working group, usually their literature level. 

The school had received 21 placing requests this year. 

Head and principal staff had been on an Iain Fraser Leadership course. The 

course had been excellent with the objective of helping the management team 

at Eastfield build capacity in the continued absence of a Deputy Head teacher. 

Scottish National Standardised Assessments (SNSAs) were ongoing.  Children 

were tested at P1, P4 and P7 (early, first and second levels). These tests help 

teachers identify areas and children that require support and extra attention. 

LMP pointed out that these tests are only part of the bigger picture when 

assessing a child. They are not conducted in an exam like environment and 

integrated into the children’s everyday work. They provide a data set and 

evidence-based judgement allowing teachers to provide extra support, push or 

challenge children more as required. P7 assessments are used to help aid initial 

transitions into high school although high school group placements are followed 

up at high school. The data also allows LMP and school wide view of attainment 

which is useful for identifying areas that require attention. The data can also 

be used more widely to compare schools and allow teachers across similar levels 

to work together. 

P7 pupils were registered to attend a number of different high schools next 

year (Greenfaulds, St Maurice’s, Braidhurst and Cumbernauld Academy). 

Class teachers for next year had not been assigned. LMP was waiting on 

confirmation of teachers from North Lanarkshire Council. 2 current teachers 

were to be on maternity leave for the 2019/20 session. Teacher allocation would 

be made public on the last week of term if possible. 

Water cooler was currently out of service but should be replaced shortly. 

LMP updated that parking violations within the school car park were still ongoing 

and causing serious safety issues for staff and children. The school janitor 

whilst trying to direct traffic had received verbal abuse from parents dropping 

off children, parking on the roundabout was occurring and general misuse as 

detailed in previous correspondence was continuing. LMP asked if the PC could 

issue a letter to parents to reiterate the issue and advise that the car park 

would be closed to parent if misuse continued. LMP also indicated that parent 

loitering in school grounds and outside the playground fence was also a security 

hazard and increased the parking issues. 

ACTION: DM and CM to discuss and prepare draft letter for parents. 



 

Treasurers report  

Expenditure since last meeting: 

      £ 

Camping*     820.00 

Coaches to Belfast*   100.00 

Miss Cameron (yoga course)  195.00 

Mrs McGowan (cooking course)  50.00 

Little Mix     850.00 

Flyers Little Mix    50.00 

(*Loan to school due to issue with school bank account signatories, LMP will 

issue a cheque to repay these funds) 

Current balance £5223.60 

 

To pay in: 

      £ 

Little Mix stalls    222.36 

Little Mix ticket sales   1026.00 

 

Estimated profit from Little Mix was £203.50 although receipts are still 

outstanding. 

 

Secretary’s report (DM) 

A parent had got in touch to state how enjoyable the Little Mix Magic event 

was. 



DM indicated that she anticipated writing and send out a newsletter to all 

parents before the end of term and a flyer highlighting the role of the Parent 

Council to all visiting P1 parents at their next information session. 

 

Wrestling and Little Mix Magic debrief 

It was agreed that both evets were well received. LMM event was a sell out 

whereas ticket sales were much slower for the Wrestling night. It has still to 

be discussed and confirmed whether either event will be booked for the 

2019/20 academic session. 

 

Teachers Funding Proposals 

Miss Cameron - Yoga 

Miss Cameron has booked a course for September at a cost of £300. Miss 

Cameron’s intention is the run after school yoga classes for the children. Yoga 

mats will also be supplied by the Parent council. LMP commented that mental 

heath awareness is to be included in the school Improvement Plan and staff 

were to receive training in mindfulness. 

ACTION: CM to source mats for purchase. 

 

Miss Duddy/Mrs Kelly – Outdoor play 

CM had looked into outdoor play equipment but found there to be an 

overwhelming choice available. Additional input will be required from the school 

in order to move forward with this proposal. It was suggested that a PC-

Teacher consultation group is established to decide what equipment to buy. LMP 

commented that the school intended to improve their outdoor learning 

experiences.  LMP also commented that the Community Payback initiative may be 

a way of having outdoor learning facilities built at a reduced cost. 

ACTION: CM and LMP to ensure the PC are involved in all school initiatives to 

improve the school outdoor space and outdoor learning facilities. 

 



Miss Gallagher/McGowan – Cooking Kitchen Club 

Letters were issued to P1-P3 parents and classes were due to be held before 

the end of term. 

 

Mrs Steel – iPads 

DM had previously investigated costs of iPads. Since this was a particularly 

large investment DM suggested that a survey for all teachers to assess their 

overall teacher support for such an investment, identify how they would be used 

and highlight any issues may help the council decide whether to invest. It was 

agreed to move forward and issue a survey to the teachers.  

ACTION: DM to produce a survey and issue to teachers. 

 

AOB 

SB estimated that it would cost approximately £200,000 to resurface the 

school pitch. Locally other primary school pitches had been resurfaced which 

were currently not fully utilised and therefore resurfacing Eastfield Primary 

pitch would not be a council priority. 

CM noted that she was due to meet with Mr Miller to put together a proposal 

for a North Lanarkshire Schools Sports award. 

P7 leavers hoodies had been ordered. 

SB commented that Clyde in the Community donated used football strips to 3rd 

world counties and suggested that Eastfield children may want to contribute. 

CM commented that this was a good idea and would fit into the schools Global 

Citizen targets. 

ACTION: SB to source flyers for possible distribution if available. 

 

Next meeting to be confirmed 

 


