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BLESSED JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
John Henry Newman (21 February 1801 – 11
August 1890) was a Roman Catholic
theologian, philosopher and cardinal who
converted to Roman
Catholicism from Anglicanism in October
1845. In early life, he was a major figure in
the Oxford Movement to bring the Church
of England back to its roots. Eventually his
studies in history persuaded him to become
a Roman Catholic.
Canonisation would make John Henry
Newman the first English person who has
lived since the 17th century officially
recognised as a saint by the Roman
Catholic Church. 
In 1991, John Henry Newman was
proclaimed "Venerable" by
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints –
the first stage in the canonisation process.
He was beatified on 19 September 2010 at
an open air mass in Birmingham by Pope
Benedict XVI.
On 1 July 2019, Pope Francis announced at
the Consistory of Cardinals his intention to
canonise Blessed John Henry Newman on 13
October 2019.  We are delighted that our
school will be travelling to Rome for this
historic occasion for our school
community. 
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JOURNEY TO SAINTHOOD
OUR SCHOOL PATRON -  JOHN HENRY NEWMAN

CARDINAL NEWMAN HIGH SCHOOL 

The earliest feast days of saints were those of martyrs, venerated as having shown for Christ the greatest form of love in
their willingness to die a violent death rather than reject their faith. The title “confessor” was used for saints who had
confessed their faith in Christ by their lives rather than by their deaths. Martyrs are regarded as dying in the service of the
Lord, and confessors are people who died natural deaths.  Cardinal Newman was, therefore:

a Confessor: he confessed his faith by his life and died a natural death
a Pastor: he was a priest 
because of his immense theological contribution, he could, at a later date, be made a Doctor of the Church.

BECOMMING A SAINT

THE PROCESS
This multi-stage process requires ongoing dialogue between the bishop of the diocese in which the possible saint lived and the

Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome.
 

STAGE 1: LOCAL INTEREST 
People who knew the person or knew of their life believe that the individual ‘gave an example of holiness that we can follow

with confidence’. At least 5 years must have passed since the death of the candidate. This is to allow greater balance and
objectivity in evaluating the case and to let the emotions of the moment dissipate.

 
STAGE 2: LOCAL INFORMATION GATHERING 

 The Congregation for the Causes of Saints instructs the bishop of the diocese in which the person died to begin collecting the
evidence for their claim of holiness. Witnesses are called before the tribunal and all documents regarding the candidate must be

gathered. During this stage, the candidate might be declared to be a ‘Servant of God’.
 

STAGE 3: EXAMINATION BY THE HOLY SEE 
Further scrutiny of the life, writings etc. by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints might lead to the congregation issuing a

Decree of Heroic Virtue by which the candidate is declared ‘Venerable’.
 

STAGE 4: EXAMINATION OF A MIRACLE 
The Congregation for the Causes of Saints want evidence that people are being drawn to prayer and holiness through the

candidate. As a sign of a special relationship between the candidate and God, a miracle is required. For a miracle to be accepted,
it must be scrutinised by a panel of independent experts in the field. It must be scientifically verifiable as ‘beyond human

capability and inexplicable other than in terms of the miraculous’. Generally, medical cures are the easiest to verify according to
scientific, measurable criteria.

 
STAGE 5: BEATIFICATION 

Once a miracle has been approved by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the person can be declared ‘Blessed’. This is
done in a ceremony called beatification which usually takes place in the country where the candidate lived and worked. 

 
STAGE 6: EXAMINATION OF SECOND MIRACLE 

For canonisation another miracle is needed, attributed to the intercession of the Blessed and having occurred after his
beatification. If the second claim of a miracle is accepted, the candidate can be accepted as a Saint. The final verdict depends on
an examination by nine theologians who give their vote. If the majority of the theologians are in favour, the cause is passed on

for examination by the Congregation of the Causes of Saints. If their judgment is favourable, the Prefect of the Congregation
presents the results of the entire course of the cause to the Pope, who gives his approval and authorises the congregation to

draft the decree.
 

STAGE 7: CANONISATION 
Once the Pope has approved the canonisation a date is fixed for the ceremony. This is usually performed by the Pope in Rome.
Canonisation is a declaration that someone can be venerated by the universal Church as ‘an example of holiness that we can

follow with confidence’.
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CARDINAL NEWMAN'S TWO MIRACLES
Deacon Jack Sullivan’s miraculous healing
from a debilitating spinal problem paved the
way for Cardinal Newman’s beatification. 
On August 15 2001, the Boston lawyer,
magistrate and ‘deacon in training’ was
recovering from spinal surgery, having been
advised by surgeons that he had been on the
brink of paralysis. Post surgery, he knew that
months of rehabilitation and pain lay ahead.
This, combined with the prospect of
withdrawing from his diaconal training, made
him utterly depressed and despondent. 
Deacon Jack explained "During the procedure
the surgeons unfortunately encountered
serious complications. My dura mater or
protective lining surrounding the spinal cord
was very badly torn. It had been that way for
several months. For days after the surgery I
was still suffering incredible pain with no
relief in sight. If I was lucky, my recovery
would take, at a minimum, six to eight
months. My affliction was made more serious,
because it would prevent me from completing
my formation classes to be ordained a
deacon in the Archdiocese of Boston".  It was
precisely into this moment of despair that
God intervened. From the depths of his heart
he cried out in prayer to Cardinal John Henry
Newman; " “Please Cardinal Newman, help me
to walk, so that I can return to classes and be
ordained”.  On making this prayer and in an
instant  Jack was miraculously cured; "As
soon as I had finished making this prayer I
felt a tremendous sensation of intense heat
all over, and a strong tingling feeling
throughout my body. This feeling of heat and
tingling seemed to last a long time!   In
addition I felt an indescribable sense of joy
and peace, as though in the presence of God.
I also had a renewed sense of hope and
confidence that finally, I could walk! When
this beautiful moment subsided, I realized,
much to my surprise, I was standing upright. I
said to the nurse: ‘I have no more pain,’
whereas minutes before, I was bent over in
complete agony".  

 After an initial investigation carried
out by the archdiocese of Chicago, the
account of the miracle was submitted
to the Holy See in 2018. The
theologians studying the case voted
unanimously that the healing of
Melissa Villalobos was a miracle
performed by God through the
intercession of Blessed John Henry
Newman. The miracle was finally
approved by Pope Francis on 13
February 2019 paving the way for the
canonisation of Cardinal Newman.

The second miracle attributed to
Cardinal Newman concerns the
pregnancy of Melissa Villalobos
from Chicago (pictured left). At the
end of April 2013 Melissa
discovered she was pregnant, with
her fifth child, however, by 1 May,
in the sixth week of her
pregnancy, she began to
experience loss of blood. On 8
May, an ultrasound scan revealed a
subchorionic hematoma from
bleeding from a torn placenta, in
spite of this that the embryo had a
normal heartbeat. The
subchorionic hematoma was two
and a half times the size of the
embryo. 

Melissa and her daughter Gemma 

Melissa was told that there was nothing to do but bed rest in order for
the ripped placenta to possibly begin to heal and to have weekly
ultrasounds to monitor her condition. If the baby survived, she would
likely be small and born prematurely, a miscarriage was very likely. On
15 May, as she woke up, Melissa was aware that she was bleeding
significantly. Her husband was already on a flight to Atlanta for a
mandatory work trip. By the time she had prepared breakfast for her
four children, she became aware that she was bleeding even more
profusely and later collapsed on the floor of the bathroom.  Unable to
phone for help, she was afraid, first for the life of the baby she was
carrying, and then for her own life with such a loss of blood. She was
also worried about her other children whom she had left alone
downstairs; that they would find her on the floor in a pool of blood,
and not know how to contact their father on his flight, and would be
left alone and in a traumatic state.  At that stage she invoked Blessed
John Henry, to whom she had a great devotion to, saying “Please
Cardinal Newman make the bleeding stop!” As soon as she had
finished her sentence the bleeding stopped. She immediately thanked
Cardinal Newman, convinced that she had been healed by his
intercession. She was then able to hurry downstairs and check on her
children with no further bleeding.On a visit to the doctor later that
very same day, he confirmed with an ultrasound that Melissa had been
cured of her condition, and her placenta was no longer torn. The
bleeding never returned. Her baby daughter, Gemma, was born
normally as were two further children since then.

On Tuesday 2nd June 2009 the Congregation for

the Cause of Saints recognized Jack’s healing

cure as a miracle and opened up the way for

Cardinal Newman to be beatified and declared

Blessed.  Deacon Jack was invited to preach the

Gospel during the open-air beatification Mass on

19th June 2010 in Birmingham's Cofton Park,

during Pope Benedict XVI's four-day UK visit.
Deacon Jack Sullivan preaching the Gospel at the 

beatifiation Mass of Cardinal Newman in 2010



PARISH EVENTS 
 OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

LED BY  CARITAS PUPILS OF 
CARDINAL NEWMAN HIGH SCHOOL

S6 Caritas pupils will lead the following events in our
associated parishes in order to raise awareness and

celebrate the forthcoming canonisation of our patron.
Staff & families are warmly invited to support pupils'

efforts by attending any of the parishes.  
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Holy Family 
Mossend

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John

Henry Newman & present relics.
After Mass, pupils will have a

collection for pilgrimage fund &
sell Race Night tickets 

Saturday 21st September Vigil Mass 6pm 
&

Sunday 22nd September 11am Mass

St. Gerard's
Bellshill

Sunday 22nd September 
10am Mass

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John

Henry Newman. 
After Mass, pupils are hosting a
coffee morning & selling  Race

Night tickets in aid of the
Pilgrimage Fund 

Sacred Heart
Bellshill

Sunday 22nd September 
11.30am Mass

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John Henry

Newman. 
After Mass, pupils are hosting a
coffee morning & selling  Race

Night tickets in aid of the
Pilgrimage Fund 

St. Gabriel's 
Viewpark

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John

Henry Newman & present relics.
After Mass, pupils will have a
collection for the pilgrimage

fund & sell Race Night tickets 

Saturday 21st September Vigil Mass 6pm 
&

Sunday 22nd September 11am Mass

Saint Columba's
Viewpark

Saturday 28th September 
6pm Vigil Mass

Sunday 29th September 9am & 11am
Mass

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John

Henry Newman & forthcoming
school pilgrimage to Rome 

Saint 
John the Baptist

Uddingston 
DATE TBC

Pupils will deliver a talk on the
canonisation of Blessed John

Henry Newman & forthcoming
school pilgrimage to Rome for

this



 PRIMARY LINKS
 OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

Developing as communities of Faith & Learning 
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We have had the honour of having a first class
relic of our patron since the earliest days of our
school's existence.  

Throughout this session,  S6 Caritas pupils will visit our associated primaryschools to present the relics of the newly announced 'Saint' John Henry Newmanto our future pupils. This follows on from the successful visit of the relics of St. Therese of Lisieux  toScotland which has inspired new devotion and spirituality across our nation with arenewed focus on our faith through the saints for young and old alike.We are very privileged to have not one, but two first class relics of our patron and oursenior pupils are excited to share these with younger pupils. 
HISTORY OF THE RELICS OF BLESSED 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN IN OUR SCHOOL

 

D

Sister Loyola Kelly (pictured above) was a
teacher in Elmwood Convent School in
Bothwell at the time of its closure and
amalgamation with St. Saviour's and St.
Catherine's which formed the new Cardinal
Newman High School. At the time of opening,
Sister Kelly was in charge on the Religious
Education curriculum in the new school. She
contacted the Birmingham Oratory (the
religious community founded by Cardinal
Newman in 1849) and asked for a relic of our
patron. They kindly obliged and the school
received a framed print and lock of hair. This
has recently been beautifully reframed and
installed in our new school oratory.

Sister Loyola Kelly, the first head of Religious Education 
at CNHS, who aquired a relic for the school from the

Oratory.

In 2011,  a year after the
beatification of Cardinal

Newman, the then Bishop
of Motherwell, Joseph
Devine, presented the

school with a reliquary
containing another lock of

hair.  This relic had been
given to Bishop Devine by

his predecessor, Bishop
Francis Thomson. 

 
Bishop Devine decided

that the most suitable new
home for the first class
relic would be the our

school.  Bishop Devine
blessed and presented the

relic at the patronal feast
day Mass in October 2011.

The late Bishop Devine presents a relic  of our school patron
to  pupils at the Newman Day Mass in 2011

CNHS pupils visiting the relics of St. Therese of Lisieux at
Carfin Grotto in August



NEWMAN NOVENA 
FURTHER RESOURCES AVAILABLE WWW.NEWMANCANONISATION.COM/

the novena booklet is saved for staff
S:\Public\CANONISATION\NOVENA

We will be using the Novenas

within the school and wider

community with the

opportunity to venerate the

relics of Blessed John Henry

Newman 



PATRONAL FEAST DAY 2019 
9TH OCTOBER 2019

CARDINAL NEWMAN HIGH SCHOOL 

Blessed John Henry
Newman's feast day is
celebrated annually on
9th October. As a
school we traditionally
mark this occasion
with a Patronal Feast
Day Mass celebrated by
the Bishop. However,
due to the closeness of
his canonisation, we
have decided to invite
Bishop Toal to
celebrate with the
school community at a
later date,  after our
school patron becomes
'Saint' John Henry
Newman. This will take
place on Friday 22nd
November. 

Instead, this year on
Blessed John Henry
Newman's Feast Day
(Wednesday 9th
October)  we will
have a day of
'Newman Devotions'.
Pupils will have the
opportunity to visit
the Oratory for a
blessing, pray the
Newman Novena
before his relics and
learn more about his
life and cause for
Sainthood. 

After the school day, the Oratory will remain open between 3.30pm and 5.30pm on a
drop in basis. We warmly invite families, friends and members of the local community
to join us as we form links in a chain of prayer to our patron and soon to be saint with

the option of and veneration of the
relics and a blessing. 

This is a time of special grace for us as we call upon the
soon-to-be-Saint to hear our prayers and intercede for us. 

We hope to see many of you there!

Bishop Toal, local clergy, pupils and staff at the opening
Mass of our new Oratory earlier this year



ROME PILGRIMAGE 
1 1 - 14TH OCTOBER 2019

CARDINAL NEWMAN HIGH SCHOOL 

A group of 48 staff and pupils will make
the once in a lifetime pilgrimage to
Rome for the canonisation of our
school patron, Blessed John
Henry Newman. 
 

Leaving on Friday 11th October for the
three day trip, the group will will take
part in various spiritual and cultural
activities, including a private mass at
the tomb of Saint Peter on the morning
of Saturday 12th  followed by visits to
famous Roman landmarks, including, 
 the Colosseum, Trevi Fountain, The
Pantheon and the Spanish Steps.  
 
Over the course of the three days, the
group will visit the four Papal Basilicas
of Rome:  St. Peter's Basilica in the
Vatican, Basilica of Saint Paul Outside
the Walls (Burial place of St. Paul) 
 Basilica of Saint Mary Major (the
largest of all the Marian churches in the
world) and the Archbasilica of St. John
In The Lateran which is The oldest of
the Four Major Basilicas, it is the
ecclesiastical seat of the Roman Pontiff
and the mother of all catholic churches.
 
 

The highlight of the pilgrimage will
undoubtedly be the celebration of the
canonisation Mass with Pope Francis
on Sunday 13th in St. Peter's Square.
 
joining the group in Rome is one of
the new school chaplains, Fr. Paul
Denney who will concelebrate the
canonisation Mass with the Pope,
during which our school patron will
be declared a saint. Pictured above is
Fr. Paul meeting Pope Francis whilst a
Deacon studying in Rome, as part of
the 400th anniversary of the Pontifical
Scots College  in April 2016. We are
very much looking forward to working
with Fr. Denney, and are especially
grateful for his offer of a  guided tour
in Rome!
 

Our new school Chaplain, Fr. Paul Denney meeting Pope
Francis in 2016 whist studying in Rome

RACE NIGHT  
FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2019 -  7 .30PM

TICKETS £5 FROM R.E .  DEPT 

LITHUANIAN CLUB, MOSSEND
PROCEEDS FOR THE ROME PILGRIMAGE FUND


