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Parents’ Conference 2014
Information Sessions Details

Listed below are details of the conference information sessions. You will be able to attend 2 sessions. Each session will run twice. Please read the descriptors and then make your choices on the attached reply slip. You should also list an additional 2 alternative sessions as some may be oversubscribed.

Session 1 - The New National Qualifications

This session will look at the ongoing changes to Scotland's National Qualifications. The new qualifications have been developed to support Curriculum for Excellence which introduced a new way of learning to secondary schools and colleges in 2010. SQA has designed the new qualifications, with the interests of the learner at heart. They will help young people demonstrate the knowledge and skills they've developed at school or college and enable them to prepare for further learning, training and employment.  They will offer increased flexibility, provide more time for learning, more focus on skills and applying learning, and more scope for personalisation.
Presenter: Charlie O’Donnell, Curriculum for Excellence Liaison Manager, Scottish Qualifications Authority

Session 2 – Teaching Writing Across Learning in the Primary School

This session will focus on Teaching Writing Across Learning from Early to Second Level. The presenters will provide an overview of the active approach to teaching Genre Writing incorporating the Outdoor Environment, ICT and Interdisciplinary Learning as Contexts for Writing.  The unique North Lanarkshire Writing Success Criteria will also be shared.

Presenters; Jackie Cahill, Quality Improvement Officer & Angela Glover, Literacy Development Officer 
Session 3  – Physical Education: Time for Change!
Physical Education is a unique and integral part of the school curriculum which enables learners to develop the concepts and skills necessary for life long participation in a wide range of physical activities - sport, dance and outdoor learning. Quality Physical Education enhances physical wellbeing in preparation for leading a fulfilling, active and healthy lifestyle.
The aims of this session are to:
· Update parents and carers on the changes happening within schools around PE
· Promote the importance of active outdoor experiences
· Give examples of the learning focused approach being undertaken by schools
Please note that this session is suitable for all parents. This session will only run once.

Presenters: Renee McNaughton and Fiona Seal, Lead Officers, Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport; Graham Walker, Curriculum Support Teacher, Health and Well Being. 
Session 4 – How Do I Know How Well I’m Doing?
Parents’ understanding of assessment is sometimes based on their own experience of being a pupil when they received marks or grades and judged where they were against the class average.  This approach to assessment involved comparing children, whereas assessment of young people aged 3-15 is about gathering evidence of learning and progress in Curriculum for Excellence, and using this information to inspire all young people to improve on their own personal best. 

This workshop will take account of national guidance and explore how advice is being translated into classroom practice.  It aims to show how sound assessment is gathered over time, and that information about learning gathered in everyday classroom activities should help pupils make progress because they, their parents, and their teachers are all clear about what is going well and what learners need to do to make their work even better.

Presenters: Alison Cameron, Quality Improvement Manager and Gina Dunbar, Curriculum Support Teacher
Session 5 – Higher Order Thinking Skills: Challenging Children to Achieve
In order to help prepare our children for the 21st Century workplace it is imperative that we support them in the development of Higher Order Thinking Skills.  This workshop will give participants an understanding of what is meant by Higher Order Thinking Skills, why they are important, and the part that parents and carers can play in helping their children prepare for the future. 
 
Participants will have an opportunity to see examples of how higher order thinking skills can be developed through engaging cross-curricular activities in both the primary and secondary sectors.
 
Please note this workshop is suitable for all parents. 
 
Presenters: Claire Callaghan, RME Teacher, Coltness High School & Louise MacDonald, Class Teacher, Dunrobin Primary School
Session 6 –  It’s All About Relationships
This session will focus on strategies to enhance positive relationships and combat bullying in North Lanarkshire schools. Participants will have an opportunity to see the Positive Relationships Pack – Better Behaviour, Better Learning which puts positive relationships at the core of learning and teaching. They will also learn about North Lanarkshire’s updated anti-bullying policy which was developed with support from Respectme, Scotland’s Anti-bullying Service. 
Please note this workshop is suitable for all parents.
Presenters: Ed Greisl and David McKendrick, Development Officers Inclusion.
