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Session 26-27

S3 and Transition to the Senior Phase

S3 marks the final year of the broad general education and is an important year in preparing for the transition to the Senior Phase when formal qualifications begin. During S3, most pupils will be working on outcomes and experiences at level 3 or level 4, and it is worth noting that this roughly equates with the level of challenge and skills required in National 3 and National 4 qualifications. We are committed to developing skills as well as providing opportunities to attain national qualifications and have introduced some National Progression Awards (NPA’s on the form). These qualifications align with national qualifications and a level 5 NPA is as difficult as a National 5 qualification, however all assessment for a NPA is completed using continual assessment rather than a formal examination at the end of the year. All Scottish schools are looking to increase the number of NPA’s available to pupils at each level for the future to allow for the ‘best-fit’ curriculum for each cohort of pupils.

Scottish Credit & Qualifications Framework (SCQF)

Further information about different qualification awards can be found using the following link for the Scottish Credit & Qualifications Framework (SCQF).
https://scqf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/About-the-SCQF-May-2021.pdf
The SCQF work with a wide range of awarding bodies, professional bodies and other programme owners to ensure a variety of different types of learning is recognised on the Framework supporting Scottish Government’s aim to ensure parity of esteem of all learning pathways and ensuring the Framework is truly learner centred.
The SCQF is a way of comparing and describing Scottish qualifications. It covers the qualifications you will achieve at school, college, university and in the workplace. It does this by giving each qualification a level and credit points. The level of a qualification shows how difficult the learning is. The credit points show how much time it takes you to achieve that qualification. For example, one person may study a course at National 4 (SCQF level 4) and another at Higher (SCQF level 6). Both qualifications have 24 SCQF credit points but have different levels of difficulty. The Option form was constructed after the first round of interviews with Mr Sheridan when pupils identified their projected choices for moving into S4.

Preliminary Subject Availability form, Subject Information and Pathways

All information is stored on the school webpage for this session and have been discussed with pupils during Skills for Life classes and assembly.
Dialogue about Maximising Potential Attainment.
The first stage of the process is for young people to complete a preliminary subject availability form that is available to access on the school website. This information gathered from the completion of this form is used by the school to construct a final option form that best meets the needs and aspirations of our pupils while also working within the constraints of teacher, room and subject availability.  
Each pupil will then have an options interview with Mrs Lamb who will discuss projected pathways for next session (level 3 to level 5 in most cases). She will encourage pupils to maximise their attainment by opting for subjects that have the highest-level pathways identified, and this may not always be a pupil ‘first choice’ for options. Class teachers will be reminding pupils of recommended levels prior to option interviews. All pupils will study English, Mathematics, RMPS, PE and Skills for Life, and we are looking at opportunities for pupils to attain a HWB award at level 4 or 5 through this compulsory education.

[bookmark: _Hlk220315759]Applied Science NPA Level 5
 Applied Science level 5 is an option at S4 for the following pupils.
· Those who studied Chemistry in S3 and recommended for a Nat 4 pathway (by traditional terms)
· Those recommended for other level 5 subjects
This course is made up of three units covered under the headings of Biology, Chemistry & Physics (with most of Chemistry covered in S3). The internal assessment element of the course suits the majority of young people who may have been struggling with the discrete part of the Chemistry course, but who can attain at level 5 in general. This level 5 course is more beneficial to pupils than a National 4 Chemistry.

Any questions feel free to get in contact.

Kind Regards

Peter Krausen
DHT (S3)
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