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Choosing a Senior

Phase subject not on

offer in your school?

Over the last few years, for 

young people in S6 (and in a 

few exceptional cases S5) 

there has been the option to 

study a subject in another 

school at set times. You have 

probably heard this referred to 

as the consortium 

arrangements and involved 

pupils attending subjects 

between schools in the locality. 

These offers have been made 

to increase pupil choice, 

particularly where a subject is 

an essential entrance

requirement for a positive 

destination.

This arrangement used to 

involve pupils travelling to local 

secondary schools via taxi to 

join a Senior Phase class and 

complete their learning there, 

as delivered by the subject 

teacher in that school. 

Senior Pupils would also have 

travelled to local colleges to 

take part in Foundation 

Apprenticeships and vocational

courses that their home school 

didn’t deliver. Last year this 

system was changed to a

Digital only delivery model and 

will continue on in that format 

again this year. 

No travelling between 
schools

Feedback from our young 

people highlighted several 

concerns regarding the 

previous delivery model. 

Travelling from their base 

school to another 

establishment took a 

considerable amount of time 

out of their day.  With traffic and 

weather conditions this could 

often mean late arrivals to the 

class they were attending, late 

arrivals back to school or home 

and the loss of non-class time 

such as intervals and lunch 

breaks.

Understandably this caused a 

lot of frustration among our 

senior pupils but the transition 

to the Digital Delivery model 

has helped resolve these 

issues, increasing efficiency 

and striking a better work / rest 

balance.



Digital learning through

North Lanarkshire’s

Digital School

You will now have finalised your 

subject options for this coming 

year. You may well also make 

some changes to your original 

options after receiving your 

results in August.

• Your school will soon be 

able to tell you which 

Consortium subjects will be 

available via Digital Delivery 

and in which timetabling 

column they appear (this will 

determine what time you will 

‘attend’ the lessons and 

what existing subject you 

may need to substitute it 

with.

• Once you have finalised 

your timetable you will be 

ready to digitally ‘attend’ 

your Consortium class. You 

will be added to a Microsoft 

Team for that class and 

access your learning 

through ‘live’ teaching 

meetings that are scheduled 

along with the columns in 

the timetable.

• Within the MS Team, you 

will be able to interact with 

your teacher and discuss 

your learning. There are 

also opportunities here to 

collaborate with classmates 

digitally through different 

channels. Learning tasks 

and assignments will also 

be set through this Team..

• Though the delivery and 

pedagogical approaches will 

be different from what you’re 

used to, the teaching 

content will remain the same 

and focused on the 

standards of the Advanced 

Higher (or Higher) Course..

Major technological 

improvements are planned this 

year as all schools will have a 

new ‘Digital Classroom’ 

installed to support delivery.  

These rooms will have higher 

spec video and audio support 

with the aim to provide a more 

immersive experience for those 

accessing the lesson remotely. 

We expect each school to have 

a fully installed classroom by 

the end of the first term.



Digital learning through

North Lanarkshire’s

Digital School

When accessing a Digital 

Consortium lesson we 

recommend that you have 

access to a designated space 

within the school and access to 

your own device. We also 

recommend that you use a 

headphone with microphone 

when engaged in a lesson to 

maximise your ability to interact 

with your teachers and 

classmates. Your school will be 

able to support you with this.

We understand that this is a 

considerable change to the 

teaching delivery model that 

you are used to but this Digital 

Learning approach will offer a 

higher range of opportunities in 

the senior phase. Collaborative 

digital learning in this format 

will also help further prepare 

learners looking to continue 

their studies in College or 

University environments.

REPORTING SECTION

Vocational Education

Level 4/5/6

The Digital Delivery model 

doesn’t just end at Highers and 

Advanced Highers. Vocational 

Education courses will also be 

on offer and they will provide 

work related experience within 

a work based learning 

environment. You can choose 

to undertake qualifications 

linked to industry such as Early 

Learning & Childcare, 

Accounts, Construction and 

many more. These courses are 

delivered digitally to our 

schools by local training 

providers such as colleges and 

private training partners.

This is a unique way of learning 

about the theory of work 

related industries and putting 

that theory into practice. During 

this course you will also have

the opportunity to engage with 

local employers on real life 

projects.  Please speak to your 

school for more information if 

this is of interest.




