Alternative Certification Model – Cumbernauld Academy

Introduction
As you know, this year the SQA exams have been cancelled and it will be the job of the staff in Cumbernauld Academy to assess the young people in terms of qualifications. This process is known as the Alternative Certification Model (ACM). To ensure that we get this right and that things are fair, evidence will be gathered by the school staff and this will be moderated both internally and externally. In this way we will ensure that all evidence meets the standard required by SQA. This work has already begun within Cumbernauld Academy and with teachers from our school working in partnership with other secondary schools in North Lanarkshire. We have a number of staff who have significant experience of working fir the SQA in a variety of roles from marker and team leader through to principal assessor. This experience combined with that of similar staff in other schools is being utilised in a verification framework to ensure that SQA standards are met.
What happens next?
Firstly and foremostly, all of the staff are delighted to have welcomed the students back albeit on a part-time basis until now. Our priority has always and will continue to be the welfare of the students and more than ever this remains the case. We are all very much looking forward to the return of all students on 19th April. We know that many students will be anxious , as will many parents. Our staff recognise this and have undertaken to do absolutely everything they can to take care of every single young person as best we can. Watching, listening and being approachable and understanding will all be evident within the school setting. As will meticulous planning to help them perform to the best of their ability over the next term. Below you will see a detailed  timetable issued to all young people and parents to help plan for the principal assessment phase which will take place between 17th May and the 4th June.
On 19th April, when students return to school full time  we will re-commence learning and teaching ‘face to face’ in school for all subjects full time. Also, on week beginning 19th April we will follow week B timetable and the following week we will follow the week A timetable. Other than some already expected assessments in French speaking and practical projects in subjects such as Admin, Computing and Psychology, the focus will very much be on teaching and learning within the classroom. i.e. the timetable and learning and teaching will run as normal. Over the first two weeks a strong emphasis will be placed by teachers on providing all the support they can for their students and have discussions with them regarding their current working grade.
Shortly after this, we will share the ‘working grades’ with parents. These grades are an indication of the levels at which the students are working. This report will also indicate a target grade will also be followed by individual conversations between teachers and students about how to improve.
A more intensive period of assessment will begin on 17th May and continue until 4th June. Please see below a timetable of when assessments will be taking place. There will be no study leave this year as support and the opportunity to study in school will be available to all students in the senior phase. There will also be a small number of practical assessments beyond 4th June.
Following this assessment period, school staff will then consider all the evidence available to them and make a teacher professional judgement for a provisional grade. These provisional grades will be checked at departmental level first then with the senior management team and finally with a head of service in North Lanarkshire Council. This should lead to provisional grades being shared with students on Monday 21st June.

Information to young people and parents

At each stage the school will try and provide as much clear information as possible about ACM. In addition to regular updates from the headteacher and SQA coordinator, we will hold information Q&A sessions live with students and parents. There is also now a dedicated mailbox on the website specifically for ACM queries. 
Key Events in ACM
From March 2021, quality assurance within the school and in working with others to ensure application of SQA standards is in place across the curriculum. This process will continue throughout.

By 1st April			All engagement concerns communicated to all parents
2nd April – 16th April (inc)	Spring Break
19th April			All students return to ‘face to face’ learning and teaching
19th April			S4 students Q&A session period 5
20th April			S5 students Q&A session period 5
21st April			S6 students Q&A session period 5
21st April			Q&A session for parents of S4 at 6.30pm
22nd April			Q&A session for parents of S5/6 at 6.30pm
Beginning of May		Working grades and target grades shared with parents
17th May			Principal Assessment phase begins
4th June 			Principal Assessment Phase ends
By 21st June			Provisional Grades issued to pupils


Every effort has been made to ensure that the arrangements below meet the needs of learners. We are aware that specific individual circumstances may arise which will mean that times for individual students may need to change. This is something we will be able to arrange as they arise. Also, as Friday 28th May and Monday 31st May are local holidays, taxis will be provided if required for those entitled to school transport. If you have any concerns regarding anything relating to the Alternative Certification Model (ACM) then in the first instance please contact your child’s Pupil Support Teacher.
Kind regards
Mark Cairns




Cumbernauld Academy Principal Assessment Calendar
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Spring Break Supported Study Timetable

This year the Digital School at North Lanarkshire Council has coordinated a Spring Break Digital Supported Study Offer to further support young people in S4 – S6 who are undertaking National Qualifications. 

These supported sessions will be in the form of subject specific master classes at National 5 and Higher level delivered by North Lanarkshire teaching staff. Timetabling of the classes can be viewed on the attached programme. All sessions will be delivered via Microsoft Teams and will last approximately 1 hour. 

In order to attend any of the master classes you should follow the link below, where you’ll be asked to sign in to this using your Glow username and password.

https://bit.ly/SpringSupportedStudy2021 

Please select the supported study sessions you would like to attend and make sure you only select 1 session for each timeslot per day.
You will then be added to a Microsoft Team for each study session you sign up to, the study session will then take place on the appropriate team at the advertised time in the form of a Microsoft Teams meeting.

There may be events/circumstances which mean that a session is unable to run.  Any cancellations or rescheduling will be communicated directly to you via your Glow email.

All places must be booked by 1pm on Thursday 1st April. 
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