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Read all about our s Staffing Update
Achievements and s* Parent Council
up and coming Update and
events! much more!
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WELCOME /FAILTE
FROM...

Educating Today’s Learner for Tomorrrow’s World




We are delighted to officially welcome Miss Mairead MacNeil to
our staff. Miss MacNeil is the class teacher in our Gaelic Medium
Class and is also a Principal Teacher with leadership

responsibilities across the school.

Many thanks to Mrs Seaman and Mrs Dickens who have been
supporting the school in my absence. | am hopeful that | can be
back in school soon and no longer be just a virtual presence!

Miss Johnstone is doing a tremendous job in my absence under
difficult circumstances and | am incredibly grateful to her.

For more staffing information check the school website.

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimary/
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https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimary/

FAMILY LEARNING NEWS gons,g Schooy

we no Longer have a school family learning worker,
but we will still have Family Learning support from
North Ayrshire Family Learning Team.

This term we will Target Primary 1 to offer some
online support for parents about how we Learn tn
school.

Check school bags and Groupeall for information
coming soon!

When schools. families.
and COMMUNity roups
work together to support learning,

children tead to do
hetter in School, @ @

stay in school longer, ﬂ »
and like school more. _“ hl “/
- Anne Henderson A0 %’ ,

& Karen Mapp




Check out our updated Website at:

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/n
a/whitehirstparkprimary/

@WhitehirstPs

Facebook.com/gr
oups/whitehirst
parkparents

Don’t forget to check the class
blogs for all the latest news.

P4-7 pupils can also share their
individual profiles with you!

Mrs McKie is happy to support you to

download and install the Groupcall Groupl Xre.
Xpressions $chool app so pop in and see her ~

if you would like some help.

Fogbel BT
The App is called ‘Groupcall Xpressions’ and i i ,:
can be downloaded from the App $tore or Ss—
from Google Play.

© Proud to be a Digital School ©

GET



https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimary/
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Full School
Menu Is Bock

From next week, we will be back to
the full menu including soup, two
tasty hot meal options, two
choices of sandwiches, vegetable
pots and a wider range of desserts

and fruit. o ®©

Starting 21/9/20 and Starting 28/9/20 and
then fortnightly then fortnightly

Soup
Optlon




: From 28" September Gy phone :
g i
| oo A

7al RS I

yiaht 5
Pawufs Night ==

‘Iamat

[ | | | | | | | | | |
From the week beginning 28th September until 8th October class teachers
will call you to discuss your child's progress and targets. Prior to this your I
child and their teacher will have met to discuss targets for Literacy,

mmeracy and Health and Wellbeing.

I I I I I I I I I I I,
On 25th September you will receive your child's target record sheet and an
appointment slip detailing the date and time for your phone call. Days and
times will vary from class to class, as teachers will call you from their homes
at a time that is convenient for them. If you do not reply when the teacher I
calls they will re-schedule another appointment time. Should the time you
receive be unsuitable please contact the class teacher to re-schedule.

I After the phone call we would like you and your child to comment on the
targets set and then return the Target record sheet (and Staged
Intervention plan if you have one) to school as soon as possible. We will make

a copy for your child to keep in school and return the original to you after
| I I I I I I I I I I
I | | | | | | | | | | |

Remember: Do not wait until the next Parents' Night if I
I you have anything you want to discuss. Just call the

office and make an appointment with the class teacher I
I or a member of the leadership team.

- o

éNexT Parents’ Night
b i Target Talks:
éWeek beginning 7™
: December.
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We are delighted to welcome Gaelic Medium Education to Whitehirst
Park Primary. You may be wondering what this means so here is some
information:

North Ayrshire Council is committed to the promotion and support of
Gaelic Medium Education. Whitehirst Park Primary is the base for
North Ayrshire Gaelic Provision and started in August 2020 with a
Primary 1/2 class.

The pupils in our Gaelic Medium Class have 'fotal immersion’ in Gaelic
for the first three years of Primary. The next stage of learning in
Gaelic Medium Education is the ‘immersion phase’ where the
curriculum in its entirety continues to be taught through the medium
of Gaelic. Children should then have a secure base in Gaelic language
to transfer to developing reading and writing skills in English Language
and fo learn at a quicker pace across the curricular areas and
contexts. Gaelic Medium pupils will leave Whitehirst Park Primary
School with the advantage of having become proficient in fwo
languages, Gaelic and English.

For further information please have a look on our school website.
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Active Schools
Update

My name is Gary Moore and | am the Active Schools Coordinator for the Kilwinning Cluster and have
beenin post for the last 4 years. | am based within Kilwinning Academy PE Department but oversee
five Cluster Primaries, Abbey, Blacklands, Corsehill, Pennyburn & Whitehirst Park.

Firstly, | would like to welcome all new Primary 1's who have joined a wonderful school, and | hope
you've all settled in so far and look forward to meeting you in person sometime soon.

Active Schools aims to provide more and higher quality opportunities to take part in sport and physical
activity:

e beforeschool

e during lunchtime
o afterschool

It also looks to develop effective pathways between schools and sports clubs in the local community.

Due to Covid-19 and the Government Guidelines my role has changed to accommodate the current
situation. My key role is to build relationships, reconnect and support my schools.

Our current focus at this time will be as follows:

e Leadership
e School & Inter House Events

e Class Consultationi.e. Extra-Curricular, New Clubs & New Opportunities

I will continue to work closely with the school following any updated guidelines with regards to Extra-
Curricular Clubs and look forward to working with the young people soon.

Please see below my contact details if wish to get in touch for any further information.

Mobile: 07966912096

Email: gmoore@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

5 f”_‘_..-" T .
Twitter: @ActiveSchoolsGM '%'/spnrt*;t*{'nlar“. ol

=\// activeschools

NORTH AYRSHIRE

Thanks Gary


mailto:gmoore@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

YOUR PARENT COUNCIL

“NEens Youl Parent

Council News

Check out the minutes of our meetings and more at:

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimary/test-2/
What is the role of the Parent Council?

e Support the school in its work with pupils
e Represent the views of all parents
e Encourage links between the school, parents, pupils and the wider community
e Report back to parents
e Support school and pupils during school inspections
e Play and active role in the appointment of Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teachers

We had our first meeting of the session on 8" September via Zoom.

In Session 2020-21 we hope to:

e Strengthen and raise the profile of the Parent Council
e Further community links through school based and wider community
events
e Investigate availability of grant funding for school based activities

r8EL TR If you would like to join us please contact Mrs
26 Robertson or the Parent Council Chair Ann Scott
at: whitehirstparkparents@gmail.com



mailto:whitehirstparkparents@gmail.com
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimary/test-2/

Attendance Matters!

As a school, tn line with North Ayrshire’s
PDLLOH we monitor attendance monthly anol
will contact Yyou when we see attendance drop
below 90% to offer support and guldance.

Our average attendance from August to
September is 97.57%. n the tnterests of Your
child’s education please avoid wnnesscary
absences where at all possible, as the impact
own Your child soctally and in terms of their
attatnment can be hugely detrimental.

act of non-attendance on North Ayrshire's children and young people

Why Attendance Matters

IMPACT ON ATTENDANCE IN A YEAR

U \
|
ot
~" ideal days for holidays, visits, shopping,
appointments and household jobs

... there are 175 non school days a year!




A gentle reminder to please adhere to social distancing around
the school grounds at drop off and pick up times.

Some parents and children are voicing concerns about the
number of parents who are not adhering to this.

We can appreciate that even with staggered starts and
different entry points the area around the school inevitably
gets busy so please consider the following:

For Drop Off (especially for older pupils i.e. P3-7):

¢ Drop off your child away from the school gates and watch
them enter from a distance if you feel you have to

¢ As soon as you have dropped your child off leave the area
around the school. If you wish to chat to another parent
make sure this is away from the immediate area
surrounding the school

For Pick Up (especially for older pupils i.e. P3-7):

+** Don’t arrive too early
¢ Arrange a meeting point away from the immediate area
near the school to meet your child

Social distancing only works
if we all participate.
And slowing down or preventing
the spread of the virus
will save lives.

We all are responsible for protecting
those at higher risk.




LOOKING AHEAD...

SEPTEMBER

Maths Week Scotland — activities Ln closs

Monday 28 September

Target Talk Phone calls stort

Monday 28 September

Last week of homework

Mowday 28t Septenber

OCTOBER

Dggmm AwWareness \Weelke - actlvities Ln class

Mowdag 5th October

Virtual Harvest Service

Friday 9% October

Close for holldays 2.15pm

Friday 9% October

In-service DAy for Staff

Mownday 19thOctober

School Opens

“mesdag 20th October

Ternme 2 Homeworle Stavts

Movwfag 6™ October

Halloween Activities in School information to follow

FV/LO{HM 20th October

NOVEMBER

Virtual Parent Council Meeting Fpm

Tuesdag 274 November

Outdoor Classroom Doy

Tutesd&% 50 November

Annual Flu mumunlsatilon

Mowda 53” November

Antl Bullying week- activities in class

Movw{m(j 164 November

Scottish Book Week

Movw{m(j 164 November

Close for holidays 2.15pm

Thwsdag 19t November

School Opens

Tuesotag 24th November

Last week of homework

Mowdag 20 November

DPECEMBER

Virtual Parent Counctl

Tutesd&% 15t December

Target Talk Phone calls start

Mownday F december

Po Christas pavty information to follow

Mowdag 149 Decenber

PS5 Christvas Party) information to follow

Tuesdag 15th December

P4 Chvlstmns party) information to follow

Wedwesdag 16th Decenber

P2 Chvistmns pavty lnformation to follow

Thursday 175 December

P2 Christwas party) information to follow

Fr’wmg 12th December

PL Christwns party information to follow

Mowdag 215t Decenmber

PF Christwns pavty information to follow

Tuesda Y 227 Ddecenmber

Christmas Service

Wedwesd% 2z December

Close for holidays 2.z0pm

wedwesoiag 2210 December




LOOKING AHEAD...

JANUARY

School Opens

wednesday eth January

Term 2 Homework Starts

Monday 11 January

Scotland Theme Month - actlvitles Ln class

Throughout january

FEBRUARY

Sofer nternet Day

Thwsdag 119 Februa Y

Close for holldays 2.15pm

Thwsdag 11 Februn Y

(n-service Dy

Mowdag 15t Febmmf@

School Opens

“mesdag 16t Febmmg

Falrtrade Fortnight - activities in class

Movwfag 22nd Febmmg

MARCH

World Book Day - actlvitles Ln class

Tl/\wsdag 4 Maveh

Target Talks Phonecalls

Mowdag 15th Mavch

Last week of homework

Mowd% 22nd Mareh

Easter Sevvice

Thwsolag qst /\P\/LL

School Closes 2.20pm

Thwsdag 15t A‘PI/LL

School Oopens

Mowdag 199 April

Tervn 4 Homework Starts

Mowdag 26" April

Hotidag

Mowdag 2vd May

Health weelke/Walk to School \Week

Mownday 17" May

Sports Dag

wednesday 199 May

Last week of homework

Movu){m(j 24th May

(In-Service DA Y

Fr’w{ag 8th May

Hotidagj

Mowdag 3715t May

Final Reports semt home

Mownday 7 June

Summer Service

wednesoay 169 June

Close for Summer 1pm

Friday 18" June

(n-service DA Y

Tuesday 17 August

Re-open for Sesslon 2021-22

wednesday 189 August

FOR UPDATES CHECK THE SCHOOL WEBSITE

https:

blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/whitehirstparkprimar
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