
Choosing Gàidhlig Medium Education for your Child at 
Whitehirst Park Primary School.  

The benefits of Gàidhlig Medium 

Education  

Learning thorough GME hosts a range of 

benefits that include, 

 Becoming bilingual  

 Access to a second culture 

 Literacy in two languages  

 Many career opportunities  

 

When does the total immersion phase 

begin? 

 

The essential total immersion phase 

begins in nursery between the ages of 3-

5.  Total immersion is a significant first 

step for your child when learning the 

Gàidhlig language. When choosing to 

enrol your child into Gàidhlig Medium 

Education it is beneficial to have had your 

child attending a Gàidhlig nursery or 

playgroup before beginning Primary 1. 

This ensures your child is already familiar 

with the Gàidhlig language and your child 

is confident using the Gàidhlig language 

that they will be learning through. 

 

How will my child learn in a Gàidhlig total 

immersed Classroom? 

 

Your child will be learning through the 

medium of Gàidhlig in all areas of the 

curriculum. Learning will be implemented 

through memorising words and actions to 

songs, listening carefully to stories, 

recognising rhyme, correctly following 

repeated instructions and taking part in 

various games all in the Gàidhlig 

language.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What will a GME classroom look like for 

my child? 

Your child will enter a totally immersed 

Gàidhlig classroom. Classroom signs and 

labels will all be in Gàidhlig, the teacher 

will be talking Gàidhlig to your child 

continually as they take part in structured 

play activities and complete planned 

learning activities. The activities your child 

completes and the feedback given to your 

child will all be in Gàidhlig. This is the best 

practice to achieve equal fluency based 

on the principles of immersion. 

 

How can I support my child’s learning 

through GME? 

To support your child in their GME 

learning journey it is recommended 

parents attend Gàidhlig learner classes.  

There are various opportunities to learn 

gàidhlig online or attend Gàidhlig classes.   

It is important that as a parent you are 

fully aware of the teaching and learning 

approaches in a totally immersed Gàidhlig 

classroom.  This will let you prepare your 

child to understand the environment they 

will be learning in to ensure they receive 

the best start to their education, they are 

happy and they are ready to learn through 

Gàidhlig Medium Education. 

 

‘Gaelic Medium Education is open to all and it 
is important that parents who are not fluent in 
Gaelic are aware that they are instrumental in 
supporting their children’s education through 
the medium of Gaelic. Children’s fluency in 
Gaelic is enhanced by using the language 
outwith school.’ (Advice on Gaelic Education 
2015) 
 

Useful websites to search. 

 Comann nam Pàrant 

 Fiosrachaidh do Phàrantan  

 Gaelic4parents 

 Advice for Gaelic education 

 Statutory Advice for Gàidhlig 

Education 


