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ST MARK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
TERM 1 NEWSLETTER 2026

Welcome to a new school year!  I hope you all had a fantastic summer.  Please be assured that the staff in our school will always work with you to support your child during their time at St Mark’s PS.  If you have any concerns or queries, big or small, please let us know. I hope this will be a fun and productive year for all! Many thanks for your support!
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Our children are the best!       
Since returning to school, we have been delighted with how well the children have settled.  Our new children have adapted easily, and all of our pupils have been a real credit to their families.  
[image: ]Our team
Congratulations to Miss Tipping (Mrs Wright) on her wedding over the summer holidays, and also to Miss Singleton (Mrs Jamieson) who was married on Saturday!
Welcome to Mrs Weir who has joined our Pupil Support Assistant team.   
Senior Early Years Practitioner 		Mrs Abbott		
Early Years Practitioners 		Mrs McDonald, Miss Morton (Wed)
Early Years Assistants 			Miss Mullen, Miss McKenna 
Education Business Assistants		Miss Devlin, Mrs Morrison 		
Janitor					Mr Blair		
Pupil Support Assistants	Mrs McGlone, Mrs Atkinson, Mrs Mercer, Mrs Rutherford, Mrs McInnes, Mrs Reid, 	Mrs Weir	
Primary 1 				Mrs Shearer, Principal Teacher 
Primary 1/2				Mrs Griffin	
Primary 2/3				Mrs Bruce		
Primary 3/4				Mrs McKie, Principal Teacher 	
Primary 4				Mrs Jamieson		
Primary 5				Mrs Wright		
Primary 6 				Miss Lynch 
Primary 7/6				Mr McQuillan		
Primary 7/6				Mrs Crozier		
Non class contact teachers		Mrs McEvoy
Targeted Support 			Mrs Purdie, Mr Kilpatrick		
Depute Head Teacher			Mrs Watt
Head Teacher 				Mrs Strain	
[image: ]Breakfast Club
We are delighted that our free breakfast club will be back up and running, thanks to our wonderful organisers and volunteers. Breakfast club is on every day from 8.30am – 8.55am. 
However, in order to keep operating every day, the breakfast club are looking to recruit volunteers.  The breakfast club requires a minimum of 3 volunteers to operate each day. Volunteers must agree to undergo PVG checks.
If you have any questions about what is involved, the PVG process or wish to have a chat, please contact Laura on 07525345455, st.marksbreakfastclub@gmail.com, or pop into the school office.
Please note children should not arrive before 8.30am as there is no supervision. The school will not be open until this time.
Breakfast club will be available to our new Primary 1 children after the October holidays. 
Water and snack 
Please send your child to school with a bottle for water and a healthy snack. There are water coolers to allow for refills. 
School gates
[image: ]Gentle reminder that the school gates should remain closed during the school day. When entering and exiting the school via, we ask that the gates are closed once inside/outside the school grounds. This is to keep our children safe.
Reminder of start and finish arrangements
Pupils who are not attending breakfast club can enter the playground from 8.45am where they will be supervised by Pupil Support Assistants until classrooms open at 9am.  P1-3 pupils can be collected from 2.50pm. P4-7 will be dismissed at 3pm. Foe health and safety reasons, please refrain from entering the playground until 2.45pm as there are often classes outside learning.
Car Park
Thank you to the parents and visitors who use our car park safely. Please continue to park responsibly to keep our children safe. Staff, school contract transport and those with a blue badge who are walking their child to class only in the staff car park. 
[image: ]Office hours
If you wish to contact the school, please call between 8.30am and 4pm. 
Uniform
Uniforms can be ordered from https://ayrshireuniforms.co.uk/ 
If you require pre-loved uniform, please contact the school office.
[image: ]Class information
Each term, class teachers will issue letters with important information such as what the children will be learning in school, PE days, special events etc. This will be sent out soon.
Annual data check and use of GDPR
We will shortly be issuing annual data checks.  This is to ensure that all contact information is up to date. It is essential that you provide us with up to date details as we may need to contact you by phone or email.  If your details change throughout the year, please let us know.
We use email to share most information with you. We will also ask you to complete a form with permission for use of photographs and ask that this is promptly returned.  
Medical information
Please ensure we are kept up to date with your child’s medical and dietary needs.  Relevant forms should be completed if your child should need medicine during the school day.
The NEST

Please see information below about new workshops Topics for Sept/Oct 2026 from NEST which are now all available to be booked, venues are across Ayrshire.  Places go fast. 

Info and link below to book;

· Supporting Communication development 
· Sleep webinar
· Parenting your neurodivergent child
· Intro to neurodiversity    
· Intro to ADHD    
· Intro to Sensory
· Intro to Anxiety
· Intro to Autism    
· Developmental Coordination disorder
· Supporting Learning Disabilities 

Workshops | nest.scot

[image: ]Important dates for this term
Mon 21st September		In-service Day
Fri 9th October			Stop for October holiday (3pm finish)
Monday 19th October		Back to school			

Feedback
We would be grateful if you would take a couple of minutes to provide us with feedback on settling into St Mark’s this year.  Many thanks!
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