ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL and EARLY YEARS’ CLASS
Morrison Avenue
Stevenston
North Ayrshire
KA20 4HH

Dear Parents/Carers,
We are looking forward to a brand new year, I am excited to welcome children, staff, and families back to school! We have many exciting events, learning opportunities, and goals ahead, and we can’t wait to see the continued success and achievements of our children.
I hope everyone enjoyed a well-deserved break and that you are feeling rested and ready to take on the challenges and opportunities of the coming months. As always, our school community remains committed to supporting the success of each and every child. Here’s to a wonderful and productive start to 2025!
Kind regards
Karen McAllister
Karen McAllister
Head Teacher
STAFFING
I would like to inform you of some important staffing changes.
Firstly, I would like to thank Mrs. Griffiths for her outstanding work in her role as Depute Head Teacher during this academic year. Mrs. Griffiths will be returning to her class, P2/3, where she will continue to provide excellent teaching and support for our children. We appreciate her dedication and hard work in her DHT role and she is excited to rejoin her class.
I am also delighted to welcome Mrs. Boyle back as our Depute Head Teacher after her successful secondment as Acting Head Teacher at St. Anthony’s. Mrs. Boyle’s leadership and commitment to our school are greatly valued, and we look forward to her continued support.
I would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Miss Gibson, who has been teaching the P2/3 class during Mrs. Griffiths’ time as DHT. Miss Gibson has made a significant impact with her teaching, and we are grateful for all her hard work and dedication. Miss Gibson will be moving on to a new role, and we wish her the very best in the future.
We are excited for the changes ahead and remain committed to providing the best possible experience for our children. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office.
CHILD PROTECTION

At St John’s, the safety and well-being of all our children is our top priority. We are committed to providing a secure and supportive environment where every child can thrive, feel valued, and be protected.
The Child Protection Coordinator, Mrs. McAllister, along with our Depute Child Protection Coordinator, Mrs. Boyle, work closely together to ensure that the policies and practices of the Council are in place to protect every child in our care. We continue to raise awareness of child protection issues and to provide support and guidance for both children and parents/carers.
We want to remind all parents/carers that if you have any concerns about a child’s safety or well-being, or if you notice something that doesn’t seem quite right, please do not hesitate to reach out to Mrs. McAllister or Mrs. Boyle. We are here to listen, support, and take action when necessary to ensure the safety of all children in our school community.
Your partnership and involvement are key to keeping our children safe, and we appreciate your ongoing support in making our school a safe and nurturing place for every child.
EARLY YEARS REGISTRATION
We would like to inform all parents and carers that Early Years registration for the 2025-2026 school year will take place online from Monday, 6th January to Friday, 31st January 2024. This is an important opportunity for families with children who will be eligible to start Nursery in the coming school year.
Registration will be completed online through North Ayrshire’s registration portal. For more information on how to register and to access the online portal, please visit the North Ayrshire Council Website. 
We look forward to welcoming the new children to our Nursery!
COMMITTEES
We are excited to announce that our Pupil Committees will be restarting in January 2025, and all children will have the opportunity to get involved! These committees provide an excellent platform for our children to lead their own learning and contribute to the development of our school community.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Our committees include:
· Rights Respecting Schools
· ECO
· Play & Outdoor Learning
· Pupil Council
· Faith & Intergenerational
· Roving Reporters
· Meta Skills
· Skills for Life
· Display
· Gardening
Each committee will meet fortnightly on Monday afternoons, giving children a chance to collaborate, share ideas, and take on leadership roles in areas that interest them.
We believe that these committees are a valuable way for our children to build skills, explore their interests, and make a real impact on the school environment. If you are interested in helping with any of our committees, we would love to hear from you! Your support and involvement can make a huge difference in the success of each committee.
Please contact the school office if you'd like more information or if you're available to assist.
We look forward to seeing the great work our pupils will do in the coming months!
PLEASE REMEMBER

Your child/ren are our priority and we are always here to help. If you would like to speak to us about anything please call or pop into the school.


DATES FOR THE DIARY

Please find below dates for the term ahead. New events and dates will be added as the term progresses and all dates and times are subject to change.

January

6th School reopens at 9.00 am
13th Golf coaching
13th P7 Lockerbie residential outing
23rd STEAM day
28th Whole school walk
28th Travel Smart Workshop 1.30 pm
31st Interim report to be issued to parents/carers
31st P1-3 Stay and Play 1.30 pm
31st P4-7 Learning Café 2.00 pm

February

3rd Children’s Mental Health Week
3rd Scottish Assembly 1.30 pm – parents and carers welcome
4th P7 Cluster Retreat at St Matthew’s – details to follow
10th Burns Competition
14th Non-uniform day
17th Holiday
18th In-service day
19th P4 Confirmation at St Mary’s Church 7.00 pm
28th Whole school walk
28th P1-3 Stay and Play 1.30 pm
28th P4-7 Learning Café 2.00 pm

March

5th Ash Wednesday Mass 1.30 pm in school
6th World Book Day
18th Sharing our Learning open afternoon for parents and carers 1.30 pm
20th Parents’ Night – appointment slips to follow
28th P1-3 Stay and Play 1.30 pm
28th P4-7 Learning Café 2.00 pm
31st Whole school walk

April

4th Non-uniform day
4th School closes at 2.30 pm for holiday
