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Whitehirst Park Primary School

First Level Writing
Assessment Criteria (including Benchmarks)
August 2017
Name ______________________________________________         Class _________
	Date of assessment:
	
	
	

	1. Can use connectives, for example, and, because, but or so.
	
	
	

	2. Can vary sentence openings to interest the reader (has a number of ways for opening sentences e.g The, One, A, someone’s name, Soon, At last, After, Then, Next, So…) Other examples possible.
	
	
	

	3. Can use phonic strategies to spell or attempt to spell unknown/new words.
	
	
	

	4. Can spell most common words accurately. (P2 – Phase 3/Phase 4, P3 - Phase 4/Phase 5, P4 – on Single Word Spelling).


	
	
	

	5. Can communicate ideas and meaning confidently punctuating most sentences accurately, for example, using capital letters, full stops, and where appropriate, exclamation mark or question mark. Sentences should make sense.
	
	
	

	6. Can use interesting and ambitious words at least twice. 


	
	
	

	7. Can provide enough detail to interest the reader (e.g additional information or description beyond a simple list). 
	
	
	

	8. Can attempt to make writing lively and interesting  (e.g. using appropriate vocabulary to describe feelings, thoughts and events).
	
	
	

	9. Can match organisation/layout to purpose (e.g imaginative story, personal or functional writing) with limited support.
	
	
	

	10. Can link ideas in a clear sequence using appropriate vocabulary (e.g last time, also, after, then, soon, at last, another thing, later, eventually, the next day…). Any other appropriate time-linked vocabulary/connectives.
	
	
	

	11. Can use relevant and/or interesting vocabulary as appropriate to the context/genre.


	
	
	

	12. Can use adjectives and descriptive phrases for detail and emphasis.

            (e.g. Lucy felt scared but luckily she was a brave girl!)
	
	
	

	       13. Can write at least approximately 100 words.


	 
	
	

	       14. Can use accurate and consistent handwriting (consistent use of upper/lower  case,       

              ascenders and descenders, size and form) and is beginning to use linked script.          
	 
	
	

	Please insert your initials in the box below the relevant baseline assessment.
	
	
	

	Score
	
	
	


First Level Beginning – between 1 and 5 from any of the above

First Level Middle – between 6 and 10 from any of the above

First Level End – between 11 and 14 from any of the above
N.B. When children reach between 13 and 14 they should also be presented with the next Level criteria to work from in class. Children with specific difficulties e.g. handwriting or spelling should move on even if these targets have not been achieved in a Baseline.
