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Second Level Writing
Assessment Criteria (including Benchmarks)
August 2017
Name ______________________________________________         Class _________

	Date of Assessment:
	
	
	

	1. Can use interesting and varied words (MUST include a minimum of three ‘ambitious’ words) to engage the audience.
	
	
	

	2. Can use a wider range of connectives to link sentences (e.g. when, until, if, after, while, also, as well, although, before, besides…)
	
	
	

	3. Can vary sentence openings to make stories interesting (MUST use better words than I, He, She, They - e.g. words ending in ‘ing’, ‘ed’ and ‘ly’).  Many other examples possible.
	
	
	

	4. Punctuation is mainly accurate: capital letters, full stops, commas and, where appropriate, inverted commas (speech marks), exclamation marks, question marks and/or apostrophes.
	
	
	

	5. Can apply knowledge of spelling patterns, rules and strategies to spell most words accurately.
	
	
	

	6. Can develop and extend ideas in a logical way. 
	
	
	

	7. Can write in different functional, personal and imaginative ways to suit the purpose (e.g. letters – formal and informal, reporting, diary, dialogue).
	
	
	

	8. Can choose adjectives and descriptive phrases for detail and emphasis (The wicked wolf. The malicious wolf.)
	
	
	

	9. Can use more sophisticated openers, e.g., Thoughtfully, I watched the stars”, ‘Amazed, I shrieked in delight”, “Jumping into the cold pool, he gasped for breath”.
	
	
	

	10. Can use sentences of different length and types for effect.
	
	
	

	11. Can interest the audience by providing information about character or setting, or making a series of points in functional writing pieces.
	
	
	

	12. Can link ideas and events in a clear sequence so that writing ‘flows’ (e.g. last time, also, after, then, soon, at last, another thing, as well as, to add to this, later, firstly, lastly, often…) Any other appropriate time-linked vocabulary/connectives.
	
	
	

	13. Can use some words appropriate to the genre (e.g. can express feelings and emotions in personal/imaginative writing, and use appropriate language in functional writing).
	
	
	

	14. Can write most sentences in a grammatically accurate way.
	
	
	

	15. Can attempt to produce work, which is organised, imaginative and clear with paragraphs to separate ideas (beginning, middle, end).
	
	
	

	16. Can use paragraphs to separate thoughts and ideas beyond simple beginning, middle and end.
	
	
	

	17. Can attempt to use figurative language (imagery) to engage the reader, e.g., simile, metaphor, alliteration and onomatopoeia.
	
	
	

	18. Can create interesting characters through, e.g., their feelings, actions physical description and/or dialogue.
	
	
	

	19. Can create plots with clear structures, e.g., suitable opening, turning point, climax and/or satisfactory ending.
	
	
	

	20. Can use accurate, consistent and neat handwriting (consistent use of upper/lower case, ascenders/descenders, size and form) and is attempting to use linked script.
	
	
	

	21. Can write approximately 200 – 250 words or more
	
	
	

	Please insert your initials under the relevant baseline assessment.
	
	
	

	Score
	
	
	


Second Level Beginning – between 1 and 7 from any of the above

Second Level Middle – between 8 and 14 from any of the above

Second Level End – between 15 and 19 from any of the above
