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Whitehirst Park Primary School

Third Level Writing
Assessment Criteria (including Benchmarks)
August 2017
Name ______________________________________________         Class _________

	Date of Assessment:
	
	
	

	1. Can use interesting and varied words or phrases (MUST include a minimum of four examples).
	
	
	

	2. Can attempt a range of sophisticated connectives to link sentences (e.g. although, however, nevertheless, since, in order to, contrary to…).
	
	
	

	3. Can use a range of sentence openers including words ending in ‘ing’, ‘ed’, ‘ly’ and connectives as openers – e.g. “Thoughtfully, I watched the stars”, “Amazed, I shrieked in delight”, “With a ridiculous expression on his face he…”
	
	
	

	4. Can consistently use full stops, commas, exclamation marks and question marks accurately - this includes the use of commas after adverbs where appropriate, e.g. “Silently, the cat crept up on the mouse.”, “John was told to be home by 4.30pm, however, he was late.”
	
	
	

	5. Can apply knowledge of spelling patterns, rules and strategies to spell most words correctly. 
	
	
	

	6. Can sensibly link and relate events (including past, present and future); can link points in functional tasks, e.g. afterwards, before, also, after a while, eventually, moreover, furthermore, in addition to this.
	
	
	

	7. Can use an appropriate form consistently (e.g. formal and informal letter, report, diary, dialogue and narrative) to suit the purpose of the task.
	
	
	

	8. Can use adjectives and/or adverbs for detail and emphasis (consciously selects the adjective/adverb for purpose, rather than using a familiar one).
	
	
	

	9. Can write in the designated style in a lively and coherent way, perhaps using similes, metaphors, personification and alliteration, and, with some confidence, vary the sentence length.
	
	
	

	10. Can use other punctuation for effect, although use may not always be accurate, e.g. inverted commas, ellipsis, dashes, brackets and apostrophes.
	
	
	

	11. Can use language to express feelings or emotions (may be implicit) and/or attempt to give opinion, interest of humour through detail.
	
	
	

	12. Can organize ideas appropriately for both purpose and reader, e.g. captions, headings, bullet points, fonts, chapters, letter formats, paragraphs, logically sequenced events, background information, suitably rounded off, and can recognise the need to acknowledge sources)
	
	
	

	13. Can use generalizing words for style, e.g. sometimes, never, always, often, even and additionally.
	
	
	

	14. Can use correct grammar in sentences (nouns and verbs generally agree).
	
	
	

	15. Can use more than one paragraph accurately.
	
	
	

	16. Can use accurate, consistent and linked handwriting (consistent use of upper/lower case, ascenders/descenders, size and form).
	
	
	

	17. Can write approximately 250 – 350 words or more
	
	
	

	Please insert your initials under the relevant baseline assessment.
	
	
	

	Score
	
	
	


