
Standing at his usual place at the front, Odysseus 
watched the sea. A deep BOOM rang out from the cliffs 
on our left side. Smoke rose up as if a great fire burned 
ashore, though I could see no flames. Waves whipped 
around in an ever-tightening circle, sucking everything in 
reach down into a long black tunnel beneath the sea. The 
waters around the whirlpool churned and boiled and the 
waves rose and crashed against the jagged rocks beyond. 

Read the text below. In the space provided 
draw a picture of  Odysseus facing Charybdis. 
Use evidence from the text to help you.
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Odysseus and his crew are sailing home from war, but their troubles 

are not over. The sea journey is full of dangers …

We were all relieved when our ship entered a stretch of water 

that was sheltered by cliffs and the wind died. Whatever 

hopes we may have had for a gentle day at sea were dashed, 

though, when Odysseus shouted at us. “Take up the oars, 

men! Pull as hard as you can! We must pass by this evil place 

as fast as possible.” 

Standing at his usual place at the front, Odysseus 

watched the sea. A deep BOOM rang out from the cliffs on 

our left side. Smoke rose up as if a great fire burned ashore, 

though I could see no flames. Waves whipped around in an 

ever-tightening circle, sucking everything in reach down 

into a long black tunnel beneath the sea. The waters around 

the whirlpool churned and boiled and the waves rose and 

crashed against the jagged rocks beyond. 
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