
Read Part 1 of  ‘The Fountain of  Gold’. 
Record your thoughts about each of  the 
three questions in the spaces below.

The clue question is ...
Is Prince Hal brave? Justify your answer.

The thinking question is ...
Should Prince Hal be forgiven for stealing  
the gold? 

The looking question is ...
What things do you know about Iron John?

Do you have any questions? Write them here.
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The Fountain of Gold

Written by Malachy Doyle

Illustrated by Daniel Duncan

Deep in the forest, a wild man guarded a fountain that ran 

with liquid gold. The man was as tall as a tree, with hair 

down to his knees, and a body like rusty iron. 

A young prince who was riding through the woods 

came across him. “Who are you?” he asked.

“I’m Iron John,” boomed the man. “And everyone is 

afraid of me!”

“Well I’m not,” said Prince Hal. “Let’s be friends.”

So they sat and talked, and Iron John, enjoying  

the company of the young prince, became less wild for  

a while. 

Later, while Iron John was sleeping, the prince dipped 

a flask into the golden waters of the fountain. As Hal 

reached in, water splashed his hair and turned it gold.
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