
Imagine you are interviewing Mary about the 
fossils she has found. What questions would you 
ask? Write your questions on the clipboard below. 
Then swap with a partner. Can you answer their 
questions?
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Mary Anning:

As a young girl, Mary Anning loved to hunt for 

fossils by the sea. She wondered whether these 

rock creatures had ever been alive and resolved to 

learn all she could about what she found. As her 

discoveries became larger and more unusual, she 

earned the respect of scientists far and wide and 

changed the way we study Earth’s history forever.

The Girl Who Cracked Open the World

Mary Anning:
The Girl Who

Cracked Open the World
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