
paddles

inside out

curious

Look at the words and phrases. What do 
you think they mean? Write your notes 
in the spaces below.
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Draw lines to match the bold word in each 
sentence to the word or phrase which is closest 
in meaning. Look up any words you don’t know 
in a dictionary.

 
M

ar
y 

An
ni

ng
 •

 W
ee

k 
2 

• 
Da

y 
1 

8

The doctor examined my ears.

The children were curious  
about the new people next door.

An owl expert visited the school  
to teach us about barn owls.

The ancient building was  
falling down.

A strange creature with an orange 
tail came out of the woods. 

The children queued up eagerly  
for their party bags.

I am convinced that there is a 
monster in my cupboard.

enthusiastically

wondering and 
asking questions

certain

specialist

closely looked at

extremely old

animal
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Mary Anning:

As a young girl, Mary Anning loved to hunt for 

fossils by the sea. She wondered whether these 

rock creatures had ever been alive and resolved to 

learn all she could about what she found. As her 

discoveries became larger and more unusual, she 

earned the respect of scientists far and wide and 

changed the way we study Earth’s history forever.

The Girl Who Cracked Open the World

Mary Anning:
The Girl Who

Cracked Open the World
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