
Think about the conversations you have 
had about this text. What more have you 
learned? Complete the activities below.

What would have happened to Seán if the 
sea-maiden hadn’t been in the ocean?
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Seán and the Sea-Maiden

Written by Malachy Doyle

Illustrated by Gary Cherrington

Seán was down by the shore one day when he heard a joyful song:

I’m a maiden of the sea,

and I’m swimming, yes, I’m swimming.

I’m a maiden of the sea,

and I’m swimming to the shore.

Seán hid behind a rock and watched as a sea-maiden came  

to land, peeled off her shining sea-skin, and raced up and down  

the beach – still singing her happy song:

I’m a maiden of the sea,

and I’m kicking up the sand!

While she was up at the other end of the beach, Seán ran out 

from behind his rock, grabbed her sea-skin, and hid it under an old 

broken rowing boat.

At the end of her song, the sea-maiden returned to where she 

had left her sea-skin. “Oh, woe is me!” she cried.

“What’s the matter?” asked Seán, coming out from behind  

the rock.

“I’ve lost my sea-skin!” sobbed the girl. “How can I go home  

to my family beneath the ocean?”
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Why did the sea-maiden and Seán stay friends?

When is it okay to keep a secret?
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