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The next spring, Seth was ploughing
the big field ready to plant his new crop.
He felt a tug at his trouser leg, and there
was Tim Tot.

“Good morning, Farmer Seth,” said
the bogle with a grin. His teeth were just
as black and broken as before, but his
breath smelled even worse. “You haven’t
forgotten our bargain, have you?”

“No,” said Seth.

“Good,” said little Tim Tot. “Half of
what you grow in this field is mine. I'll
see you at harvest time!”

“Wait,” said Seth. “You haven't said
which half you want.”

“Which half ?” asked the bogle. “What
do you mean, which half? Half is half -
it's simple.”

“But you haven't said which half,” said
Seth. “Tops or bottoms?”
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“What do you mean, tops or “That’s the law that rules the world.

bottoms?” said Tim Tot, frowning. That’s what you said when we made our
“Well,” said Seth, “do you

want the half that grows above bottoms.”

deal. Now you must choose - tops or
the ground, or the half that grows Tim Tot remembered Seth’s beautiful
below?” K}l field of golden barley

“That’s not what | meant by last year. Then he

half,” said the bogle.
“Maybe it isn’t what you

. '
% | A made his choice.
\ 1 “I choose tops,”

meant,” said Seth. “But it’s what said the bogle. “All

) the tops that grow in
this field are mine.”

you said. You said half.”

b “We had a deal,

remember?” shouted Tim ) Then he skipped away
= Tot. “If you break your 4 \&dl across the field, back
=) word your horse will get m»' = /§ to the wood.

The next day, Seth
carried a huge bag of

ill, your well will run dry,
and all your crops will die.”
turnip seeds to the big
field and planted them.

“Bogles and humans must
both keep their word,” said Seth.
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Seth didn’t see the little bogle again
until harvest time. It was September, and
Seth had just finished harvesting the crop
in the big field.

On one side of the field was an

x

i enormous pile of crunchy turnips. On the
“\, other side of the field was a small pile of
'. wilting turnip leaves and stalks.

Seth felt a tug at his trouser leg. It
was Tim Tot. He grinned at Seth. His

teeth were as black and broken as ever,

k and his breath smelled even worse than
before.
= “Good day, Farmer Seth,” said the

bogle. “I've come to collect my half of
the crop. What wonderful turnips! I'll

enjoy eating those.”
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“No you won't,” said Seth. “Those
are the bottoms, and you asked for tops.
There’s your share of the crop.” He
pointed to the pile of wilting leaves and
stalks on the other side of the field.

“You tricked me!” screamed Tim Tot.
“I'll make your horse ill! I'll dry up your
well! I'll kill all your crops!”
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“l didn’t trick you,” said Seth. “You
chose tops. That’s not my fault. And if
you do make my horse ill, or dry up my
well, or kill my crops you'll be breaking
our deal. Bogle and
human must both
keep their word.
That’s the law that
rules the world.”

“Right!” yelled the
bogle. “Next year I'll
have the bottoms.
And no tricks!”

Then he stomped
away, without even
bothering to take his
share of turnip tops.

Seth didn’t see the bogle again until
the following July. He'd just finished
cutting the big crop of barley when he
felt a tug at his trouser leg.

It was Tim Tot. He grinned up at Seth.
His teeth were as black and broken as
ever, but his breath smelled even worse
than it had the year before.

“Good day, Farmer Seth,” said the
bogle. “I've =

come to
collect my share
of this fine crop.”
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“It's over there,” said Seth. He pointed
to a small pile of withered roots on the

‘ o ground near the barley.
“What!” shrieked Tim Tot. “You've

tricked me again! I'll make your horse

ill! 'll dry up your well! I'll kill all your
crops!”

“You can't,” said Seth, “because |
didn’t trick you. You chose bottoms.
That’s not my fault. And if you do make
my horse ill, or dry up my well, or kill my

20

crops, you'll be breaking our deal.”
“Remember,” said Seth, “Bogle and
human must both keep their word.
That'’s the law that rules the world.”
“We've got one more year to go
before the deal is over,” said Tim Tot,
“and | won't be tricked
again. Next year you
must grow barley in
this field, and we will
share everything that’s
in the field,” he said.
“Half each, tops and
bottoms. And to make
sure there’s no trickery,
I'll come and cut my own.”
“A tiny little thing like you?” said Seth.

“It would take you until Christmas to
harvest half this field.”
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“It would not!” yelled the furious “Agreed!” cried Tim Tot. “Shake
bogle. “I could harvest six fields this hands to seal the deal. Bogle and human
size in a single day!” must both keep their word. That's the

Seth shook his head in disbelief. law that rules the world.”

“You'll see,” shouted Tim Tot. Seth lay awake that night, tossing and
“Let’s make a new deal — whatever turning and worrying.

I cut in that day is mine. ‘What a fool | am!” he groaned to
Agreed?” himself. “I've promised him all he can cut

“Agreed,” said Seth. in a day. I'll be left with nothing. What am

“If you promise me that’s 1 going to do?”

> ¥y

»

1y

the end of our sharing?”
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The next morning, Seth was passing

the blacksmith’s workshop in the village.
Lying outside the workshop was a pile of
thin iron rods. Seth thought they looked
like metal twigs.

Seth started to laugh. He laughed and
laughed and laughed.

“What's so funny?” asked Ben the
blacksmith.

“Could you make me some of those
rods?” asked Seth.

“When do you want them by?” asked
Ben.

“No hurry,” said Seth. “This time next
year will do fine!”

24

The following July, Seth was looking
at his fine field of barley, when he felt
a tug on his trouser leg. There was the
little bogle, grinning up at him. His teeth
were as black and broken as ever, but his
breath smelled far, far worse than before.

On his back was a tiny scythe, and in
his hand was a sharpening stone.

“Time to get started,” said Tim Tot.
“Remember our deal. Whatever | can cut
in a day, | keep.”
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Tim Tot swung his scythe and cut into

the barley.

CLUNK!

Only two barley stalks fell. The little
bogle swung again.

CLUNK!

The scythe made a dull thudding
sound. No barley fell. Tim Tot looked
down at his scythe blade. The edge
was blunt, as if he’d been trying to cut
something hard — something made of

iron, perhaps.

o ° Read to me | Next

“That’s odd!” said Tim Tot.
He bent down and sharpened his
scythe. Then he stood up and took
another blow at the barley stalks.

CLUNK!

All day long the little
bogle swung his scythe.

But with every stroke the
scythe got blunter and blunter.
After every few strokes, he

had to stop and sharpen the
blade again.
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By the end of the day, Tim Tot's scythe
blade was completely ruined, and he only
had a tiny bundle of barley to show for all
his hard work.

“The sun’s gone down,” said Seth.“The

small loaf of bread,” said Tim Tot. “You've
tricked me again! | know you have! I'll
show you what happens to a human that
tries to trick a bogle! I'll make your horse
ill, I'll dry up your well, and I'll kill all your
crops!”

“No you won't,” said Seth. “We had
a deal, remember? Whatever you cut
is what you get. We shook hands -
remember?

Bogle and human must both keep their

,k day’s over.” word. That's the law that rules the world.
o That was the promise we made. I've
LS kept my side of the deal, now you must
Y4 keep yours.”

& —

5. “But I've hardly got enough to bake a
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Tim Tot turned red in the face. He The next morning, Seth was in the field
stamped his foot. He shouted and swore, early, pulling the yellow-painted iron rods
but it did no good. The deal had been out of the field.

made, and he’d lost.
In the end, Tim Tot stopped

stamping and shouting and

crept back to his home in the

woods. But he kept his
word. Seth never saw the

little bogle again.

He whistled happily to himself, as he
carried the heavy bundle of rods back to

the blacksmith’s shop.
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Then Seth went back to the field, TR i il (et

and cut the finest crop of barley he’'d
ever grown.

I o .

,“ . Writeit! ... )
‘h‘ We know that Tim Tot ‘crept back to :
i : his home in the woods’ at the end of

Vg

: the story. What do you think a bogle’s
: home might look like? Draw a picture

: of Tim Tot's home. You could draw it H
. o o :
& : from the outside, or you could draw it E
from the inside and fill it with all the i
L : things you think a bogle would want

in his home.
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Interesting words
Help your child to read and
understand these words:

Bug Notes *

= TOPS Ay
BOTTOM

certain type of story,
for example this story,
which has a fairy fale
A feel o i, then fry fo
find other books of

Skill builder

Askyour child fo come
up with a good voice
for the bogle, and
then use that voice
whenever Tim Tot
speaks in the story

@ X

the same fype fo keep
them interested

Story detectives Written by Mick Gowar

Once you have read fo the end of lllustrated by David Roberts
page 9, stop and ask your child

what Seth’s big problem is, and

how he might be able fo sfick fo the Bug Time funis

deal without losing half his crop. on&ebod(pﬂge'

{ ' Read to me

13:27 E
24/01/2021 1

8 L





image2.png
Al Tops and Bottoms - Google Chrome - o X I

@ resources.activelearnprimary.co.uk/epub/platform-player/index.html?activeTextPlayerResourceld=240371&resourceld=743015&resourceTitle=Tops%20and%20Bottoms&activeTextSkin=BugClub...

Four hundred years ago, on a little farm In those days, nasty little goblins called
in Suffolk, there lived a farmer called ‘bogles’ made farmers’ lives even harder.
Seth Jones. Farming was a hard, hard Bogles lived in the woods and marshes,
life then, and Seth worked from dawn \ and all the farmers were afraid of them.
until dusk, looking after his crops. ™A In a wood near Seth’s farm there lived

On his farm Seth grew barley and - a bogle named Tim Tot. He was no bigger
turnips. Some years his crops grew, and than a three-year-old child, but although
some years they didn’t. he was small, he was very nasty.
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Tim Tot could do powerful magic. If
you didn’t do what Tim Tot asked, your

horse would get ill, or your well would
run dry, or your crops would die.

One hot afternoon in July, Seth was
cutting the barley in the big field. It was
hard work, because this crop of barley
was the biggest Seth had ever had.

Seth felt a tug at his trouser leg. He
looked down, and there stood Tim Tot.
He looked up at Seth and grinned. His
teeth were all broken and black, and his
breath smelled horrible.
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“Good day, Farmer Seth,” said little
Tim Tot. “You've got a lovely big crop of
barley this year.”

“Yes,” said Seth. “I've been lucky.”

“Not lucky,” said Tim Tot, shaking his
head. “l want a share of whatever you
grow in this field. I'll take half of what
you grow next year ... and the year after
that ... and the year after that.”

“Half of everything | grow?” gasped
Seth. “For the next three years?”

“That’s right,” said the bogle. “And
remember, if you don’t agree, your horse

will get ill, and your well will run dry,
and all your crops will die. Do we have a
deal?”
Seth grunted and nodded. He knew he
had no choice.
“Shake hands to seal
the deal,” said Tim Tot,
holding out his hand.
“Bogle and human must
both keep their word.
That’s the law that rules
the world.”
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“Don’t forget,” said The next night was the same ... an

Tim Tot, as he skipped - the night after that ... and the night
away. “We've agreed - ‘ after that.
half of what you grow ’

N in this field for the next )" ’

3 three years!” ‘ ‘

3 Seth sighed and his

'}A, head hung low. By then

P it was sunset, so he

: B stopped work and went

. home.

That night, Seth couldn’t
sleep. He was so worried about

= his deal with the bogle. How

y would he feed his family if he

had to give half of whatever he
grew to Tim Tot? All night he
tossed and turned. He couldn’t
stop worrying.
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Then one morning, as Seth was
cutting the last of the barley, he had an
idea.

“I've agreed to give Tim Tot half of
what | grow in this field,” thought Seth,
“but we didn’t agree which half!”

Then Seth began to laugh. He laughed
and he laughed and he laughed.

“He’s not as clever as he thinks he
is,” said Seth, to himself, and he laughed
some more.
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