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Dear Parents/Carers 
Welcome to our September Newsletter. 
Parent Appointments 
You recently received information re arrangements for reporting on children’s 
progress. Telephone appointments with class teachers will take place on Monday 5th 
October and Tuesday 6th October for P1-P7. Early Years Class appointments are 
being arranged by the Early Years Team for Wednesday 7th October. Appointment 
times will be issued by the end of the week. It is hoped that throughout Term 2 we 
will be able to share examples of your child’s work via seesaw. 
 
Seesaw 
We would like your support in using an online tool called Seesaw.  
Seesaw is a secure online learning journal where children can create and upload 
their work and share their learning with parents. As you know Parent Evenings 
afforded you the opportunity to view examples of your child’s class work and 
achievements. Given our current context, Seesaw has the potential to be a 
worthwhile alternative. (Please see attached letter and tear-off slip) 
 
Family Learning 
Elaine Walker will be the new Family Learning Worker for Fairlie Primary. Elaine also 
works with Largs Academy and other schools within our cluster.  
The Family Learning Team support parents and carers to engage in their school 
community and learn new ways in which to support their children's education aiming 
to cover a range of aspects across the curriculum, including literacy, numeracy, 
STEM and health and wellbeing. Please see attached information and invitations 
from Elaine. 
 
School Improvement Plan 
This session our School Improvement Plan focuses on ‘Recovery’ with children’s 

return to school post the Covid-19 Lock Down. The plan includes the following 

priorities: 

Priority 1: Recovery 

Ensure a safe return to school for children and staff. 

Promote the positive health and wellbeing of children, staff and parents/carers in 

response to the impact of COVID-19 on our community.  

Develop appropriate strategies to support progress in Numeracy and Literacy. 

Priority 2: Learning and Teaching 

Continue to develop high quality learning, teaching and assessment approaches. 

Continue to develop learning experiences that are motivating and challenging 

including engaging in quality outdoor learning. 

Develop planning to support ‘Pupil Voice’. 



 

Priority 3: Early Years 

Our Early Years Team continue to develop a learning environment that provides 

quality care and support for the children. 

Pupil Equity Fund 

To raise attainment in Numeracy and Literacy. 

With PEF we plan to employ a Classroom Assistant to support groups and individuals 

with Numeracy and Literacy. 

Details of our school improvement plan can be found on our school website at 

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/na/fairlieprimary/ 

COVID-19 
North Ayrshire Council have requested that we regularly remind parents/carers of 
procedures should your child be unwell and is exhibiting symptoms of COVID -19 i.e. 
• New continuous cough  
• Fever/high temperature  
• Loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste (anosmia)  
 
You must contact the NHS Test and Protect Team to arrange for a test to be 
undertaken. You can do this on-line at NHSinform.scot/test-and-protect or by 
calling 0800 028 2816.  
Your child will not be allowed to return to School or Early Years until a negative 
test result has been presented to the school office. Without this, the assumption 
will be that the child is positive for COVID-19 and should self-isolate for the 
required period of time.  
If, having been sent home one day, the young person returns to School or Early 
Years the next day without proof of a negative test, they will be directed to a 
designated room and arrangements will be made to have them collected again.  
Children and young people who have been in close contact with someone 
displaying symptoms are not required to self-isolate unless they develop 
symptoms or are contacted by the NHS Scotland Contact Tracing Team. 
 
Health and Safety in School Precinct 
I would appreciate your cooperation in the following: 

 In line with government advice parents/carers within the school precinct 
during drop off/pick up times are reminded to maintain 2 metre physical 
distancing from others. 

 As you are aware we try to ensure children operate predominantly within their 
class group. To help facilitate this I would appreciate your continued support 
in ensuring that children are not in the playground before 8.50 a.m. 

 Children who travel to school by bicycle or scooter should dismount at the 
main school gate. Similarly at the end of the school day children should walk 
bikes and scooters to the main gate.  

 
Active Schools 
Natalie Murray our Active Schools coordinator has been working with children from 
Early Years to Primary 7 leading children in a range of outdoor activities including 
fitness circuits and orienteering. The children have thoroughly enjoyed these 
sessions and we hope to continue with these and similar activities in the new term. 
As you are aware P.E. lessons are currently taking place outdoors and classes are 
also participating in activities including Fit Fifteen and the Daily Mile. 



Water Bottles 
A reminder that children can bring a labelled water bottle to school. Water bottles 
should be filled (water only) prior to coming to school and can be refilled at our water 
coolers throughout the day. 
 
Rights Respecting Schools 
We are currently working towards the next level of the Rights Respecting Schools 
Award. This is an award given to schools on behalf of UNICEF. The work undertaken 
to achieve this award will help our pupils grow into confident, caring and responsible 
citizens both in school and the wider community. Throughout next term there will be a 
focus on learning about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.    
 
Harvest/NAC Foodbank 
Due to restrictions we will not be presenting a Harvest Service this year, and children 
will explore the theme of Harvest in class.  
Around this time we usually ask you to support the North Ayrshire Foodbank by 
donating a few non-perishable food items. With your help we would like to continue 
our support of this very worthwhile charity, but will need to gather donations in a 
different way. 
We plan to have baskets set up at class entrances on Wednesday 7th and Thursday 
8th October where children can leave donations. All donations will be collected by 
North Ayrshire Foodbank on Friday 9th October.  
The Foodbank have identified specific items that are currently in short supply i.e. tins 
of potatoes, custard, rice pudding, carrots and fruit, as well as long-life fruit juice and 
UHT Milk. 
 
In-service Days/Holidays 
School closes at 3.00 p.m. on Friday 9th October for school holidays and in-service 
day. Children return on Tuesday 20th October. 
 
And Finally 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
C McGinn 
Head Teacher 
 


