Our Values are a work of ART :   Acceptance   Respect  Teamwork
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Elderbank Primary School
February 2026 Newsletter for Parents and Carers
Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope this newsletter finds you and your families well. As always, thank you for your continued support of our school community. Below are some important updates and recent highlights from Elderbank Primary.

Staffing Update
· Mrs Preiss and Mrs Sharp are currently on long-term sick leave. We wish them both a speedy recovery and send our very best wishes.
· Mrs Stewart, our Targeted Support Teacher, will be leaving Elderbank to take up a one-year secondment as Acting Principal Teacher at Ardrossan Academy Astra Base.
· Interviews to appoint a replacement will take place on Thursday 5th February, ahead of Mrs Stewart finishing on Friday 27th February.
· Miss Auld, our Depute Head Teacher, who has been on secondment to St Bridgets Primary since May 2025, has been successful in securing a Head Teacher post.
· Miss Auld has made significant contributions to Elderbank since the school opened in 2014, and while we will miss her greatly, we wish her every success in her new role.
· We will provide an update on the recruitment process for Miss Auld’s post in due course.



Mini Bus
We have been busy enjoying our new minibus! Pupils have taken part in short trips to:
· The Wellwood Centre, Irvine
· The National Sports Centre in Largs
· Tesco
· Familiarisation visits for some of our Supported Learning pupils
Our pupils in the Enhanced Deaf Provision are also looking forward to visiting Cumnock to proudly show off the bus. We are extremely grateful to the Cumnock community, who passionately fundraised £5,100 to support this wonderful resource.

Learning Cafés
We have been delighted to welcome so many families to our Learning Cafés. These have been warmly received, and we are currently analysing feedback so we can make any improvements.
As always, we welcome your views and suggestions.
The Supported Learning Class activities will be shared separately this week.

Attendance
Well done to everyone who continues to make a strong effort to attend school on time every day. We understand that some children may be unwell and need to be absent.
However, we do have a small number of pupils who are consistently late or absent without information from home. It is important that:
· You inform the school before 9:00am if your child is absent
· You let us know if your child is running late
Miss Robertson will be in contact with families where there are attendance concerns and will offer support where required so that we can continue to work together.
As we all know, attendance matters.


Parent Council
Unfortunately, due to members of the Parent Council being unwell, the planned meeting on Tuesday 27th January was postponed.
We will share details of the new date as soon as these are confirmed.

Scots Verse Speaking & Burns Supper
We were delighted that so many children embraced the opportunity to enter the Scots Verse Speaking Competition. Well done to everyone who took part.
The overall winners were:
P1G Faye Devlin
P1M Tilly Reilly
P2G Emmie Cox
P2R Gracie Darroch
P3 Avara Garrett
P4/3 Carlea Grieve
P4M Braxton Clarke
P4P Harris Montgomery
P5B Caitlin Broom
P5S Khaled Al Bargouth and Harrison Booth
P6J Jak Littlejohn
P6C Emeli Fallon and Bebe Rose Finnigan
P7H Amie McNairn
P7G CJ Kondon
Well done to our overall winners who will compete against other schools at the Irvine Burns Club ‘Champion of Champions’ Verse Speaking Competition on Thursday 19th February:
P1 – 2 Gracie Darroch
P3 – 4 Harris Montgomery
P5 – 7 Amie McNairn
Our Primary 7 pupils hosted a fantastic Burns Supper on Wednesday 28th January. The event was extremely well organised and included:
· Verse speaking
· Music and dancing
· Creative writing from our pupils
Primary 6 pupils were invited along to participate, with the Explorers and Pioneers delivering the Selkirk Grace. The afternoon was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended.
We were also delighted to welcome Noah Dickson, a Greenwood Academy pupil, who played the bagpipes for us. He is an incredibly talented young musician.

Primary 1 Induction
We will shortly be starting our Primary 1 induction programme for children joining P1 in August 2026.
All families who have registered their child for Elderbank Primary will receive further information soon—please look out for details.

School Closure Reminder
Just a reminder that Elderbank Primary School will be closed to all pupils on:
· Friday 6th February, Monday 9th February, Tuesday 10th February

Supported Learning Open Events for parents and carers. We hope you will come along and join in.
	Class
	Time/Date
	Activity

	Classbase 7 
	Wednesday 25th March 
1:45 – 2:30pm
	Easter activities in class

	Classbase 8
	Thursday 26th March – 1:45pm – 2:30pm
	Playground – Easter egg hunt
Indoor – Easter activities

	Classbase 9
	Friday 27th March
1:45pm – 2:30pm
	Easter/Spring sensory experiences

	Classbase 10
	Tuesday 24th March 
1:45pm – 2:30pm 
	Easter/spring sensory experiences

	Classbase 11
	Tuesday 24th March
1:45pm – 2:30pm

	Easter/Spring sensory experiences


	Adventurers
	Thursday 26th March
1.30pm – 2:30pm 
	Easter activities in class

	Explorers
	Tuesday 24th March
1:45pm-2:30pm

	Easter shop role-play

	Pioneers
	Thursday 26th March 1:45pm – 2:30pm 
	Easter activities in class






Kind regards,
Miss Robertson
Head Teacher
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