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Context:
This pupil focus group was conducted to evaluate the impact of recent investment in digital learning resources, funded through the Pupil Equity Fund. The purpose was to gather pupil voice from across the middle and senior school and explore how technology is being used in classrooms, what digital skills pupils are developing, and how access to technology has changed compared to previous years.

 Two focus groups were surveyed: one from Primary 4 and 5, and one from Primary 6 and 7.
Findings:Discussion Themes:
Pupils were invited to discuss the following:
1. The types of technology used in class
2. How technology is used in their learning
3. The digital skills they are developing
4. How these skills may be useful in the future
5. How often they access digital devices
6. Whether they use technology more or less than they did last year

· Pupils reported frequent use of iPads, particularly for maths games which they described as both educational and enjoyable.
· Neve shared that she uses the Notes app to improve her spelling and Safari to carry out online research.
· Matthew highlighted the use of QR codes to access learning links more quickly, often in conjunction with animation tools.
· All pupils had experience with Indi cars, and Matthew had also used Spheros. They demonstrated an awareness that these tools relate to early coding and problem-solving.
· Pupils felt that using technology helped them to develop problem-solving skills and made learning more engaging.
· Matthew mentioned having used Excel to create bar charts, showing the development of data handling skills.
· Most children stated they had access to technology daily, with P4s specifically using Epic Books during silent reading sessions. Matthew indicated access 2–3 times a week.
· All agreed that access to technology and its integration into learning had increased since last year.

Primary 4 and 5 Focus Group
Pupils surveyed: Daniel Bolton, Neve Ritchie, Matthew McLaughlan





[bookmark: _GoBack]· Pupils reported regular use of laptops for PowerPoint presentations and accessing Glow. They are also using Scratch to learn block coding.
· Gabrielle mentioned that her class had used Excel to create graphs, while Primary 6 pupils had used Tinkercad to support their topic work.
· All pupils had experience using both Spheros and Indi cars. P7 pupils had also worked with Micro:bits to create games and other interactive projects.
· Pupils reported experience with using the Green Screen and some had explored stop-motion animation.
· Notably, pupils made unprompted links between their technology experiences and the 6 Cs of Deep Learning. Gabrielle explained how working with robotics supported the development of critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration.
· Pupils reflected on how valuable digital skills will be for future education and careers.
· All reported a noticeable increase in access to and use of digital tools compared to the previous school year.

Primary 6 and 7 Focus Group
Pupils surveyed: Sam Judge, Gabrielle Reid, Lyle Boyd, Thomas McLaughlan, Oliver Reid


Conclusion:
Pupils from all stages shared positive feedback about their experiences with digital learning. The additional resources provided through the Pupil Equity Fund have significantly enhanced both the variety of technologies available and the regularity of their use in class. Children were able to clearly explain the digital skills they are developing and make meaningful links to how these skills can support their learning and future aspirations. Their comments also reflect an increased confidence in using technology across the curriculum and an understanding of its importance in the modern world.
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