
 

  

Oral counting 
Use an old cleaned out tin or plastic tub, along 

with some small pebbles or even some small toys 
like Lego or marbles. Start with just five counters 

to begin with.  
Ask your child to close their eyes for the duration 

of the game. No peeking! Slowly drop the 
Lego/pebbles into the counting can one at a time. 
Encourage your child to count the drops out loud. 
Ask your child How many they can hear? Increase 
the number of counters used as your child is able 

to count higher. 

 

 

Oral Counting  
Singing simple songs containing numbers is 

a great way to help children learn how to 
count orally. For example. 

1,2,3,4,5, 
1,2,3,4,5, once I caught a fish alive, 

6,7,8,9,10 then I let it go again,  
Why did you let it go? 

Because it bit my finger so, which finger did it 
bite? 

 This little finger on my right.

 

Oral Counting  
Children learn through repetition, so the easiest way 
for them to learn how to count orally is to hear 
counting every day. Here are some simple ways to 
include counting into your everyday routine. 

 Count with your child as you climb the stairs. 

 Count out food or utensils as you put it on the 
table. 

 At the park count before going down the slide. 

 When outside you could count your steps or 
jumps. 

 Reading stories with numbers in or singing 
songs is also very beneficial.  

 When putting shopping away count how many 
packets or tinned food you have. 

 

Number confident to 3 
To help your child learn how to count backwards you can use any of the 

oral counting suggestions but try them backwards. For example the drop 
game but ask your child to start at 3 and count backwards to 1. Or count 

your stairs, steps or jumps from 3 down to 1. 

Number confident to 3 

Stop the bus - Draw a simple bus shape onto 

either paper or cardboard. Draw 6 squares onto the 
bus and number them 1-6. You will need a dice and a 
small token for each player, such as a Lego man or lol 

doll.  Use the dice and take turns with your child 
rolling the dice and counting the spots. Find the 

number on the bus that matches the amount on your 
dice. When you have found your number on the bus, 

you then have to tell which number comes before the 
number you are on and which number comes after. 

Continue this until all the numbers have been landed 
on. If you would like to make this game more difficult, 

you could add more numbers to the bus. 

 

Number confident to 3 
To help your child become more number confident you could draw a 

hopscotch or number line either on the pavement in chalk or on paper 
taped to the floor. Encourage them to identify the number they are on and 

ask them questions, such as what number comes after or what number 

comes before. 

Number confident to 3 
When out on your daily walk, encourage your child to point out numbers 
along the way. This could be numbers on houses/doors or license plates. 

Ask your child if they can identify any of the numbers. To make it trickier, 
you could ask questions such as what number comes before or after each 

number they find. 

Numeracy Target Sheet  

Oral Counting 

 I am number confident to 3 

forwards/backwards, number before and 

number after. 

 

  


