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i WELCOME )

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all
to our new look newsletter. At the end of last session we
asked you for feedback, you asked to know more about

the school and our improvement plan, hopefully this
allows us the chance to share more with you.

Lynne Gibson, Head Teacher

What have we been doing?

P1/2: Have had a great first couple of weeks back at school. They are
enjoying reading the new phonics books and creating their new
Disney Class Charter!

P2/3: Have been working on their descriptive writing since we came
back to school. They also enjoyed creating some crazy hair pictures
too.

P3/4: Had a lovely day at the Viking Village in Largs. They enjoyed
learning about Viking dress, weaponry, life and the Battle of Largs.

P5/6: Are enjoying their new class and topic about Climate Change.
Mr Graham came in to teach them about wind turbines and they are
looking forward to their upcoming trip.

P7/6: Have been writing speeches for our House elections, learning

about World War 2 and are getting ready for their Inverclyde
residential trip, in between literacy and numeracy!
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North Ayrshire Primary School 2026 to 2027

Lunch Menu

All meals are served with a selection of fresh vegetables/salad, fruit and milk or water.
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Parent
Portal

Thank you to everyone
who has already signed
up to ParentPortal. All of

our letters, consent forms
and information will be
sent out via ParentPortal
so please sign up. Please
see Kerry if you have any
issues.

Improvement Plan

We have begun work on improving
reading. All staff attended training
on North Ayrshire Reads and
lessons have commenced in
school. The aim is to improve
reading and comprehension
throughout the school.

Attendance

This continues to be a huge focus for us
at Blacklands, if your child is going to be
absent please call or text the school.

Please remember every school day
counts and it is important your child
attends every day possible.

Expectations

We sent out a copy of our expectations for behaviour

at the beginning of the year. We reinforce this with
our children weekly.
All children should be

ATTENDANCE
MATTERS

READY (to learn)
RESPECTFUL (of others)
and (feel) SAFE in school.




Uniform

Uniform is an important part of school in helping us to create
a shared identity that we can all be proud of. We would like to
encourage and support all of our children to wear school
uniform and to represent our school positively.

If you need any support with uniform, please don’t hesitate to
contact us and we will do all we can to help.

Please remember no branded wear at school. Please also
remember to put names on all items of school clothing as it
is so much easier to reunite it with its owner.

St. Winning’s Primary e é )
cidands brimary ( nest Feedback
We are always looking for feedback
from our school comunity in order
to help us to improve. Please click

Are you a parent or carer of a

sy i B S g below and give us your idea for
' P E improvement:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/i5x
@nusssstoussmam‘rms AM ) .
hdjY29y
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e GG Website

We have updated our
website recently please
go over and have a
look!
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OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER

— Session 2026/27 - First Term =

A very warm welcome back to all our returning children and families,
and a special welcome to all our new families!
We are so excited to begin another year of learning, playing, exploring
and making memories together. ¥

Jewellery & § Toys From Home
Health ﬂnd Safety i We know that children sometimes

like to bring a favourite toy from
For health and safety reasons, home, but toys can sometimes
please do not send children to EYC

- g cause upset or disagreements
wearing hoop earrings, necklaces between children. We also have
or other jewellery that could

|

!

i very limited storage space within
present a risk during play. !

S ——
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our EYC.

Where possible, please keep toys
at home. If your child does bring
something with them, it will need
to be kept safely inside their bag
during the session.

Thank you for helping us
to keep everyone safe.

Fundraising Ideas

We would love to find ways to raise { :
some additional funds throughout | Donations
the year so that we can provide i As we are a very small Ela.r!:,r_ Years Class,
exciting experiences and purchase : our budget is already quite tight.
i
i

additional resources for our children. To help us provide enriching play

If you have any fundraising ideas adpenioncasiior, ek enihm iy
el oo sticns lsese el & fisariber we would be extremely grateful if anyone
5o miﬂéfrc tea;npknow e who is in a position to do so could denate

f the following:
to hear your ideas! ©) any of the following

""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" W Box of tissues W Sensitive shaving foam
Learning Journals W Sensitive baby wipes % Bubble bath
All returning children will have their N
Learning Journals logins active. ¥ Nappy sacks ¥ Comflour
Once again this year, this will be
where you can find your child's
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! These are all items we use regularly for
learning and development documented. |

i
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children's care and learning experiences.

Your donations help us to use our available
budget towards larger learning resources,

W We also love seeing what you have
been doing together at home, so

please continue to share your child's e ek rarT et i et e tias i
experiences, achievements and for o:rg:hiIZQan ppo ﬁ * i
special moments with us. : * E
For our new families, you should have received Thank you so much for your kindness and :
S Soyyall CRIE SRCcoRit lha tin sak continued support. It really does make a difference! H
address you provided at enrolment. \ pport. Y QO |

If you haven't received this email, please @ = === 0 Tesmsseeeseeseeecmeemeee e m s s e —

speak to one of the EYC team. - —
Not sure how to uss Learning Jourmas? * RHYME OF THE MONTH (ISR
=  Humpty Dumpty <

Deon't worry! We have attached a handy
guide to help you get started, ©)

( ﬂ' HOME LEARNING TIP

READY, STEADY, OUTDOOR!

Being independent is an important part of learning in Early Years.
Why not practise getting ready for outdoor play at home?

Q SHOES - Encourage your child to put

their own shoes on and take them off.

COAT - Encourage your child to put
their own coat on.

‘ BELONGINGS - Encourage your child

b Humpty Dumpty )

sat on a wall. fr’r:-ct:}
5a

Humpty Dumpty ,;j!\\
1 I

had a great fall. e

All the king's horses | ;'rn,br:jj é]ﬁﬂ
]

and all the king's men

to get their belongings ready.
ol HAVE A GO - Encourage your child to Couldn’t put Humpty 2
= have a go before asking for help. together again. together
DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE ZIP! 0
[* Getting their coat on independently is the important 1 Hquty Dumﬁ"ty /5 g
part - we can help with the fiddly zip. sat on a wall. L_.f_-f\
(Repeat) sat
TRY SAYING: “"Have a go yourself first -
I'll help if you need me.” Can you practise the rhyme and signs together at home?
- o It's a great way to build communication,
k_(_“ Every little bit of independence builds confidence! _\,' = y, K listening and memory skills! _J

SAAC R g
N HS We work closely with NHS Ayrshire & Arran
Speech and Language Therapy Service

; « prm N W THANK YOU FOR BEING
4 b 1B M d
N, y P 3 9 @ y 9 SUCH AN IMPORTANT PART
& Arran and language development. A OF OUR EARLY YEARS JOURNEY!
Boily Yiire Claks |

Ayrshire to support our children’s communication
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Date Information

P3/4 to visit the Viking Village at the Viking
festival in Largs

Thursday 3rd September

WedneSday 9th- Friday 11th P7 to Inverclyde in Largs. P7 residential trip in
September Inverclyde sports centre

JRSO Training

Thursday 17th September Junior Road Safety Officers to training to support
road safety in school

9.15am, Autism Workshop

Please come along and join us for coffee, cake and
Friday 18th September a chat and learn about autism from NEST. The
workshop will be held in St Winnings Primary
School, across the park.

Inservice Day- school closed to

Monday 21st September pupils

9.15am, ADHD Workshop

Please come along and join us for coffee, cake and
a chat and learn about ADHD from NEST. The
workshop will be held in St Winnings Primary
School, across the park.

Friday 25th September 2.00pm Share the Learning

Come along and find out what your child has been
learning about in the first few weeks back at
school. Please remember to enter the school via
the main office or via the Early Years Class main
door.

North Ayrshire Reads Parent Session -

Join us for a parent information session about
Wednesday 30th September North Ayrshire Reads, come along and find out
what your child is doing in class and how we can
support them to do the best that they can.
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Date

Information

Friday 2nd October

9.15am, Anxiety and Emotional Regulation
Workshop

Please come along and join us for coffee, cake
and a chat and learn about anxiety and emotional
regulation from NEST. The workshop will be held
in St Winnings Primary School, across the park.

Wednesday 7th October

P5/6 Trip

P5/6 will enjoy a trip to the Maritime Museum in
Irvine to investigate Climate Change and
Sustainability. Look out for letters on
ParentPortal.

Thursday 8th October

Flu Vaccinations for children in P1-7

Primary 1 Workshop - Parents/carers are invited
in to join their children and teachers for a Family
Learning session where you will have the chance
to see some active numeracy and in action! We
look forward to seeing you. Please come to the
main entrance where you will be taken to the hall.

Friday 9th October

9.15am, Sleep Workshop

Please come along and join us for coffee, cake
and a chat and learn about sleep from NEST. The
workshop will be held in St Winnings Primary
School, across the park.

Monday 12th- Friday 16th
October

School Holidays

Wednesday 21st October

P1 and P7 Dental Inspections
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Date

Information

Thursday 22nd October

2.00-3.00pm

Primary 1 Workshop- Parents/carers are invited in
to join their children and teachers for a Family
Learning session where you will have the chance to
see some active numeracy in action! We look
forward to seeing you. Please come to the main
entrance where you will be taken to the hall.

3.10-5.10pm

Learning Conversations 1- We look forward to
welcoming all our parents/carers to our first
Learning Conversation. You will have a chance to
meet with your child’s teacher to talk about your
child’s learning and progress. More information will
be issued nearer the time

Tuesday 27th October

3.10-5.10pm

Learning Conversations 2- We look forward to
welcoming all our parents/carers to our first
Learning Conversation. You will have a chance to
meet with your child’s teacher to talk about your
child’s learning and progress. More information will
be issued nearer the time

Friday 30th October

Parent Council Hallowe’en Disco

Children can dress up in Halloween costume today.
We will be organising a Halloween Disco for all
children in the afternoon, supported by our Parent
Council.

Monday 16th - Friday 20th
November

Anti-bullying Week

Children across the school will be taking partin
different activities with a focus on emotional, social
and mental wellbeing.

Our House Captains will be organising the event
which takes part during Anti-bullying Week. This
year’s theme is BREAK THE SILENCE.

17th November — ODD SOCKS DAY

Friday 26th November

2.00pm Share the Learning

Come along and find out what your child has been
learning about in numeracy and maths. Please
remember to enter the school via the main office or
via the Early Years Class main door.




Date

Information

Friday 4th December

Whole School Pantomime
We are heading to the Theatre for a fun-filled
Christmas treat! Oh no we won’t!

Thursday 10th December

Christmas Lunch

School lunch with an extra special Chistmas
twist. We will take orders in advance, to be
prepared on the day!

Friday 11th December

2.00pm Share the Learning

Come along and join your child for some
Christmas fun. Please remember to enter the
school via the main office or via the Early Years
Class main door.

Monday 14th December

AM and PM

Christmas Concert and Nativity- Come along
and enjoy our performance and get yourself in
the Christmas spirit!

3.00-4.00pm-

School Christmas Fayre- Come along to our
Christmas Fayre where there will be lots of
stalls and goodies on offer! Proceeds from the
Fayre will go towards Parent Council and School
Funds, both of which are used throughout the
year to enhance the experiences for all children.
Your support will be greatly appreciated as
always! Parents/carers to enter hall via main
office where entry tickets will be on sale
(included in entry is cup of tea/coffee and a
biscuit!). Under 5s are free!

Tuesday 15th December

P1 + 2 Christmas Party
Children in P1 & 2 can wear party clothes today
for their Christmas Party!

Wednesday 16th December

P3 + 4 Christmas Party
Children in P3 & 4 can wear party clothes today
for their Christmas Party!

Thursday 17th December

P6 + 7 Christmas Party
Children in P6 & 7 can wear party clothes today
for their Christmas Party!

Friday 18th December

School will close today at 2.30pm.
Schools re-open on Monday 4th January.
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