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Introduction
This booklet has been prepared to inform parents/carers and pupils as fully as possible about the courses available at the start of third year and into fourth year.  In S1/S2 all pupils have followed a Broad General Education (BGE).  S2 pupils will now pick the subjects that they wish to study over the next 2 years.
Principal Teachers of Pastoral Care and SLT, as well as specialist subject staff, will do their best to help you and your child to make the choice best suited to the abilities, interests and the future plans of your child. 

In the departmental details which follow you will find information as to how the courses are organised and how progress in a subject is assessed. 
S3& S4 Curricular Choice 

Pupils will make subject choices to study seven subjects for two years in S3 and S4
Students study seven National Qualifications –  please note that English & Maths are compulsory.  They will study each of their subjects 4 periods per week.
They sit National Qualifications at the end of S4 - Study at 3 different levels, dependant on progress



National 3
National 4/L4 SCQF
National 5/L5 SCQF
Pupils can access other qualifications 

e.g. Personal Development, Wellbeing Awards, National Progression Awards, 
 Developing Young Workforce Certifications
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Considerations When Choosing Courses

In order to make good choices pupils need to consider: 

· what are their own interests and abilities? 

· what qualifications do they need for future Employment, FE or HE? 

· what does each course involve? 

· which choices will best develop their interests, abilities and meet their needs?
Don’t worry!  - Teachers, Pastoral teachers, Deputes and the school’s Careers Advisors are all on hand to help with the process.
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Expressive Arts

Faculty Head
Mrs Hands

Throughout S1 and S2, pupils at Auchenharvie Academy will experience subjects in the Expressive Arts curriculum area.  By engaging in experiences within the Expressive Arts, young people will recognise and represent feelings and emotions, both their own and those of others. The Expressive Arts play a central role in shaping our sense of our personal, social and cultural identity. Learning in the Expressive Arts also plays an important role in supporting young people to recognise and value the variety and vitality of culture locally, nationally and globally. In S3/4 pupils will continue with this journey through the outcomes and experiences if they choose an Expressive Arts subject:

· Art & Design

· Music with Performing

· Drama

Why choose Art?

What are the benefits of studying this course?

Our aim is to provide our learners with a broad spectrum of valuable skills, in addition to the artistic skills traditionally associated with this subject which will equip them well for life beyond school. We aspire to help our learners develop the four capacities as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens:

· Foster creative thinking, an enterprising approach and the ability to be inventive, innovative and imaginative.

· Enhance problem solving skills and the ability to develop and take ideas forward.

· Encourage independence, personal responsibility and self-belief.

· Develop communication skills and the ability to work with others.

· Raise awareness and understanding of cultural, environmental, social and ethical issues within contexts that our learners can relate to.

· Provide learners with a context within which they can express and explore their beliefs and ideas.

What will I study in Art?

There are three main elements within the Art and Design course:

Expressive with critical activity - involves learners in expressing their thoughts, ideas and responses to a subject or theme visually. This can include painting, construction, collage and sculpture.

Design with critical activity - involves learners in solving a design problem and encourages them to use their creative and imaginative skills to produce ideas and present a final solution. This can include graphics, illustration, applied design, ceramics.

Art and Design Studies - learners undertake research and critical study into artists and designers who inspire them and their design and expressive work.

What the pupils say:

“I am enjoying Art.  It is a subject where you can express yourself using drawings, painting, chalk etc.  I am working on portraits, clay models and still life.  Even the homework is fun!”
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Why choose Music with Performing?

What are the benefits of studying this course?

Our aim is to provide our learners with a broad spectrum of valuable skills in addition to the musical skills traditionally associated with this subject which will equip learners well for life beyond school. We aspire to help our learners develop the four capacities as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens:

· Foster creative thinking, an enterprising approach and the ability to be inventive, innovative and imaginative.

· Enhance problem solving skills and the ability to develop and take ideas forward.

· Encourage independence, personal responsibility and self-belief.

· Develop communication skills and the ability to work with others.

· Raise awareness and understanding of cultural, environmental, social and ethical issues within contexts that our learners can relate to.

Provide learners with a context within which they can express and explore their beliefs and ideas.

What will I study in Music?

There are three main elements within the Music Performing course:

Performing on 2 instruments – these are the 2 instruments that had been chosen end of S1: Keyboard, Glockenspiel, Drum kit, Acoustic Guitar, Singing Voice, an orchestral instrument if they receive weekly lessons from a North Ayrshire Music instructor.  

Composing – when an original piece of music will be composed.  This can be in any style and for any instrument.  There is also a written element called a Review 250/300 words which backs up the composing process.

Understanding Music – this is the Listening part of the course when we listen to many different styles of Music throughout S3/4 ranging from Rock & Pop to Classical.
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What the pupils say:

“I love coming to Music.  It’s a place where I can be myself with like-minded people and I’m learning so many different skills.”
Why choose Drama?

What are the benefits of studying this course?

· Drama is not solely about creating actors, directors, writers or designers but rather socially aware young people who can engage with a rapidly changing world. Drama helps to build flexible, adaptable and forward thinking young people who are able to respond to a variety of situations, scenarios and environments.

Drama builds:

· Creativity – the ability to respond to situations and seek solutions.

· Confidence – the ability to act and react to situations and people.

· Collaboration – the ability to work with others on a shared event.

· Communication – the expression of ideas to others (within the class and to the audience).

What will I study in Drama?

There are two main elements within the Drama course:

Performance  – this can be either an Acting role or a Production role eg Set design, Costume design, Hair & make-up, Prop design or Sound.

Written paper – throughout S3/4 pupils will look at various different staging, settings and styles of production and how these affect performances.  They will also have the opportunity to analysis character relationships and mood and atmosphere along with many other skills and that will be taught.
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What the pupils say:

“Drama is one of my favourite subjects cause it’s so different from all my other subjects.  It’s lots of fun and I feel my confidence improves every day because of the work I do in Drama.”
	Future Progression Routes in Music:

Music is available to be studied at National 3, National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3.

NPA Musical Theatre level 6 is also available in S5/6.  This is timetabled between Music & Drama.
	Future Progression Routes in Art & Design:

Art is available to be studied at National 3, National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3.
Photography is also on offer in S5/6 at NPA level 5 and Higher.
	Future Progression Routes in Drama:

Drama will be available to be studied at National 3, National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase.  The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3.

Musical Theatre NPA level 6 is also available in S5/6. This is timetabled between Music & Drama.

NPA Acting & performing level 6 is also available for S5/6
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Auchenharvie Academy – S2 Option Choices

Social Studies & RMPS - Geography



S2/3 Option Choices
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Auchenharvie Academy – S2 Option Choices

Social Studies & RMPS - History







Auchenharvie Academy – S2 Option Choices

Social Studies & RMPS - History





S2/3 Option Choices


Auchenharvie Academy – S2 Option Choices

Social Studies & RMPS - Geography
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Career Guidance Support


Lesley Niven (Careers Adviser) – In school Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.  9.00am-3.00pm


Contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:lesley.niven@sds.co.uk" �lesley.niven@sds.co.uk� or 07917200965








Appointments can be organised via your pastoral teacher or by contacting Lesley directly.


























Pupil’s Experience  (Heather King)


“Hospitality is a wonderful experience.  You learn to cook meals which you can then cook at home.  You also get to make cakes which is always fun.  I would recommend this subject to any S2 pupil.”








Extra advantage


Many of the optional Units allow centres to deliver the following certified awards consecutively: 


♦ NPA in Digital Passport 


♦ NPA in Computer Games Development 


♦ NPA in Web Design Fundamentals 


♦ NPA in Digital Media Basics 


♦ NPA in Social Software 


♦ Skills for Work National Course in Creative Digital Media at Intermediate 1 ♦ National 4 Computing Science.





Future Progression Routes in Subject:


On successful completion of this SCQF level 4 Group Award, learners may be able to progress onto the following NC programmes: 


♦ NC in Computing with Digital Media 


♦ NC in Computing: Technical Support 


♦ NC in Computer Games Development 


♦ NC in Mobile Technology 


♦ N5/H Computing


♦ College and further education





 











Why choose NC Computing with Digital Media?


The specific aims of NC in Computing with Digital Media are to:


Develop your online and ICT skills.


Enable you to contribute to the digital economy and develop digital citizenship.


Develop a range of contemporary vocational skills relating to the use and development of computer software and the support of hardware and systems.


Enable you to undertake options to permit vocational specialisations in computer games and software development, web design and digital media.


Develop your ability to undertake computing related projects and work in teams.


Enable you to set up and use contemporary computing devices effectively, safely and legally





Description of the Course:


The course is mad up of Mandatory units covering Information Literacy, Social Media literacy, Creating and evaluating software, Hardware & Systems and creating Apps for a mobile phone.





The optional units cover a wide range of topics including:





Web Design


Digital Culture


Ethical Hacking


Digital Forensics


Games Design & Development


Digital Literacy


Animation


Spreadsheets


Data Security





You get to choose the units you want to do. This is an ongoing assessment structure and has no final exam.





Computing Science





We are a CyberFirst School


If you progress through the NPA Cyber security at L4, 5 and 6, there unconditional space available at UWS for this course. 





This is a fantastic opportunity to further your career options in the cyber security field








Future Progression Routes in Subject:


Computer Science will be offered at National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3. 


National Progression Awards such as Digital Literacy and Cyber Security will be offered from S3 onwards.





A qualification in this subject can lead directly to an apprenticeship, college and university courses such as Computing Science, Ethical Hacking, Digital Forensics, Computer Networking and Computer Games and Design.  With technology changing on a daily basis this subject can equip any young person with the skills necessary for life and work.








Pupil’s Experience


“I really enjoy Computing Science as the lessons are really relevant to today’s world of technology.  Learning binary code and how to develop programs have been a fun and interactive learning process.  I’m looking forward to learning new skills and how to develop apps for mobile phones” 














Why choose Computing Science?


Aims of Course:


Create short computer programs, apps and games.


Develop an understanding of how design and logic are used in program development.


Design and create a simple web sites.


Consider the factors used in designing and creating an information system.





Description of the Course:


Software Development Unit – Students will learn how to develop and create a program such as a computer game or app in a variety of programming languages.  The program will follow the process of developing, creating, testing and evaluating to ensure the program is well produced.





Web Design Unit – Students will use development tools and software to create basic web sites.  Students will learn about the importance of the Internet and how websites work.





Database Design Unit – Students will learn about Information systems including database. They will learn the importance of collecting and sorting information. Student will also create basic database with functionality.





Cyber Skills – Pupils will work through cyber labs that allow them to understand the world of Cyber Security. They will protect Power Stations, Hospitals, solve murders using cyber skills they have learned.





Students will further develop their understanding of computer hardware to enable them to investigate and compare different types of computers and review new technology. 





Students will apply skills and knowledge learned from the other units to analyse and solve an appropriate challenging Computing Science problem.





 





English, Literacy and Media


Faculty Head	 Mrs McDade





Pupil’s Experience


Media Studies in S3 is a fun subject where you learn how films, adverts and TV shows are made and why they appeal to audiences. You get to watch clips, analyse scenes, and create your own projects. It’s creative, interesting, and helps you understand the media you see every day.








Careers


Camera operator


Prop buyer


Make-up and special effects


Director


Screen-writer


Animator 


Photographer


Electrician/ Gaffer


Joiner


Production manager


Accountant


Editor





Choose N5 Media – the Scottish Film and TV Industry is thriving. 


They want you NOW!





Media: Course Description


The National 5 Media course in Scotland involves two main parts: Analysis & Evaluation and Creation & Production. You will also learn about media literacy concepts such as representation, narrative, audience, and institutions, and apply these concepts to film, TV, and print. You'll analyse media texts in an exam (focusing on film and print,) and complete a major assignment where you research, plan, create, and evaluate your own media product (like a film opening or advert). Each of these elements are worth 50% of your overall mark. The course develops skills in research, planning, technical production, and evaluating media's role in society.


Who should choose this course? 


Media would suit people interested in subject choices such as English, History, Drama or Art. It would also suit people who are analytical, creative and/or technical.


It would also be a good subject choice for anyone interested in studying Media, Film Studies, Radio Production, Journalism or Art. Or anyone interested in working in the Film Industry. 





What will I study? 


In N5 media you will learn how to:


1) Make your own movie


2) Analyse films, adverts and posters


3) Understand the different roles of the media and how it influences us.





How can I use Media in the future?





If you are interested in working in TV or Film, this is the best time ever to get a job in these industries.





The Scottish Film and TV industry is now worth £1 billion to Scotland.





It is the fastest growing industry in Scotland.





There are more films being shot in Scotland than ever before: Indiana Jones, The Rig, Tetris, Good Omen 2 and Spiderman to name but a few!





























�





English, Literacy and Media


Faculty Head	 Mrs McDade





English: Course Description


Pupils will be given a range of learning opportunities, which will contribute to the development of literacy, including critical literacy, creativity and knowledge and appreciation of literature and culture. The main purpose of English is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of listening and talking, reading and writing in language, literature and media.





What are the benefits of studying English? 


English is a skills-based course which offers opportunities to build on the Experiences and Outcomes from S2 and to develop a wide range of skills: including communication, independent learning, critical literacy and creative thinking.  In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to: 


Read, write, talk and listen.


Understand, analyse and evaluate texts.


Create and produce texts.


Apply knowledge of language.


As part of this course, pupils will examine literature from a range of different genres including novels, short stories, drama texts, poetry, film and television programmes.  Pupils will develop their own skills as writers and be encouraged to explore different forms of writing. Finally, they will be encouraged to develop their verbal communication and listening skills through class discussion, debate and presentations.


English and Literacy promotes the development of critical and creative thinking as well as competence in listening and talking, reading, writing and the personal, interpersonal and team-working skills which are so important in life and in the world of work.


What will I study? 


In S3 you will continue to build on the Experiences and Outcomes up to Level 4 and then the English courses offered are National 3, National 4 and National 5. Each course covers the main skills in English: 


Understanding, Analysing and Evaluating Language (Reading and Listening)


Creating and Producing Language (Talking and Writing)


Literacy 


National 4 pupils will also be given the opportunity to study for their National 5 Literacy qualification, which is also internally assessed at pass or fail. 





What will I be awarded at the end of S4?





National 3 and National 4 are not externally graded; the course outcome will be internally awarded as pass or fail. The National 5 Course Assessment will comprise of internally assessed units as well as an externally assessed examination, worth 70% of the final mark, which will be graded by SQA. As well as this, pupils have to submit a folio of one piece of writing to be marked by the SQA, which is worth 30% of their overall grade. 





Pupil’s Experience


“In English in S3 we learn new skills as well as how to improve on skills we already have. So far this year, my class has studied a play, poem, novel and film which involved us working on both group and individual tasks. They helped us to learn about social issues and were enjoyable for different reasons. We write different types of writing including imaginative and persuasive which involve skills such as research and reflection which help us both in and out of school.”








�





Health and Wellbeing


 Faculty Head	Ms MacDonald





Learning in health and wellbeing ensures that children and young people develop the knowledge and understanding, skills, capabilities and attributes which they need for mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing now and in the future. Learning through health and wellbeing enables children and young people to: 





•	Make informed decisions in order to improve their mental, emotional, social and physical wellbeing.


•	Experience challenge and enjoyment.


•	Experience positive aspects of healthy living and activity for themselves.


•	Apply their mental, emotional, social and physical skills to pursue a healthy lifestyle. 


•	Make a successful move to the next stage of education or work. 


•	Establish a pattern of health and wellbeing which will be sustained into adult life, and which will help to promote the health and wellbeing of the next generation of Scottish children.





It also enables some to perform at high levels in sport or prepare for careers within the health and leisure industries.





Auchenharvie Academy’s Health and Wellbeing course is taught through PSE, Hospitality and Physical Education.











Why choose National 4/5 PE?





Regular physical activity is essential for good health.





Auchenharvie Academy’s PE Department look to inspire and challenge pupils to experience the joy of movement, to develop positive attitudes both individually and as part of a group and to enhance their quality of life through an active healthy lifestyle.  


National 5 Physical Education


Level: National 4/5�Who is this course for? S2 pupils entering S3 who have an interest in developing their practical performance, understanding the factors that impact performance, and improving their overall health, fitness, and wellbeing.


Course Overview


National 5 Physical Education allows you to develop your performance in a range of physical activities while building your understanding of how different factors—Physical, Mental, Emotional and Social—impact performance. The course is a mix of practical performance, theory lessons, and written work that prepares you for assessment in S4. It is suitable for pupils who enjoy being active, want to improve their performance, and are willing to work both practically and academically.


What You Will Study


You will learn to:


Improve performance in two selected activities


Understand and apply the four factors impacting performance


Use data collection tools to identify strengths and areas for development


Plan and carry out training programmes


Review and evaluate improvements in performance


Pupils will participate and enjoy physical activity and sport, in addition to extra curricular activities offered.  Taken together, the experiences and outcomes delivered through core PE aim to establish the pattern of daily physical activity which we hope leads into sustained physical activity in adult life.


How You Will Be Assessed


National 5 PE is assessed through:


1. Practical Performance (60 marks – 50%)


You will be assessed in two activities. Marks are based on:


Skills and techniques


Control and fluency


Game understanding/creativity


Decision making


2. Portfolio (60 marks – 50%)


Completed in class under supervision.�You will show your understanding of the four factors, data collection, training programmes, and evaluation.


There is no written exam at National 5 PE.


























Pupil’s Experiences


“I really enjoy extra PE periods as we get more football and dodgeball”





“I am enjoying developing and learning new skills and how to be a better player.”  





“I really enjoy having extra periods of PE. It’s lots of fun.”


          





Why Choose National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery?


National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery is an excellent choice for pupils who enjoy working with food, being creative, and developing real-life skills that will be useful far beyond school. It combines hands-on practical cookery with learning about nutrition, food hygiene and kitchen operations—skills valued in everyday life and the hospitality industry.


What makes this course a great choice?


✔ Develop Practical Skills for Life


You’ll learn to prepare, cook and present a wide variety of dishes safely and confidently. These are skills you’ll use at home, in work, and throughout your life.


✔ Creative and Enjoyable Learning


If you like practical work, experimenting with recipes, and producing high-quality dishes, this course gives you lots of opportunities to be hands-on and creative.


✔ Learn About Healthy Eating and Nutrition


You’ll understand what makes a balanced diet, how to adapt recipes for health needs, and how food choices impact wellbeing.


✔ Build Confidence and Independence


From using kitchen equipment safely to managing your time under pressure, you’ll develop independence, responsibility and problem-solving skills.


✔ Real-World Skills for Future Careers


The hospitality industry is one of Scotland’s biggest employers. This course provides a strong foundation for careers in:


Professional cookery


Hospitality and tourism


Food technology


Events management


Customer service roles


It also supports progression to college courses, apprenticeships and part-time work.




















Sports and Recreation


Level: SCQF Level 5 �Who is this course for?�Pupils who enjoy PE, want to develop leadership skills, and are enthusiastic about sport, fitness and working with others.


What is Sports & Recreation?


Sports & Recreation is a practical, active course designed to help you develop skills that are useful for life, work and further study. You’ll learn how to organise, lead and support physical activities, understand health and fitness, and work effectively as part of a team.


It’s ideal for pupils who enjoy being active and want a course that focuses on practical learning, leadership, and employability skills.


Why Choose This Course?


✔ Build Real-Life Leadership Skills


You will learn how to lead warm-ups, support activity sessions, work with groups, give feedback and help organise events—skills highly valued in sport and in any workplace.


✔ Develop Confidence and Communication


The course helps you become more confident speaking to groups, explaining tasks, and supporting others during activities.


✔ Learn About Health, Fitness and Safety


You’ll explore how to set up equipment safely, plan sessions, and understand basic fitness principles—knowledge useful for your own wellbeing and future work.


✔ Great for Anyone Interested in Sport or Helping Others


If you enjoy PE, coaching, fitness or working with younger pupils, this course gives you hands-on experience in these areas.


✔ Strong Pathway for Future Study and Employment


Sports & Recreation links well to:


National 5 PE


Sports Leadership qualifications


NPA Sports Development or Exercise & Fitness


College sport and fitness programmes


Coaching courses (e.g., UKCC awards)


Jobs in leisure centres, sports clubs and community sport


This course helps you build a CV with real skills and practical experience.


























Mathematics and Numeracy


Faculty Head	 Mr Hosie





What will I be awarded at the end of my studies? 





National 3 and National 4 are not externally graded; the course outcome will be internally awarded as pass/fail. The National 5 Course Assessment will comprise internally assessed units as well as an externally assessed examination which will be graded by SQA.





Mathematics is hugely beneficial to all pupils, as it has direct and indirect applications to almost every other subject


encountered in school and beyond.


Skills in Numeracy are vital to allow young people to develop into the responsible citizens of the future, and will equip


them with the abilities required to manage their finances successfully and make informed choices.


In S3, all pupils will continue to follow courses which build upon and deepen their understanding of the work


experienced in S1 and S2, such as basic numeracy, measurement, algebra, 2 and 3 dimensional shapes, money and


statistics.


Mathematics teaches pupils how to think logically, clearly explain their thought processes and to apply prior


knowledge to unfamiliar situations, all skills which are vital in the workplace, explaining the high regard with which


employers and places of Further and Higher education regard a qualification in the subject.


The course undertaken by a pupil in S3/4 will be determined by the progress made with the experiences


and outcomes in S1/2.





What will I study?


Pupils will be advised which course they will be studying dependant on their progress from S1/2. It must be noted that those pupils recommended to follow the National 5 Mathematics course in S3/4 must be secure in the Level 3 Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes by the end of S2. 


In the maths faculty, pupils will study Applications of Maths or both Mathematics & Applications of Maths.


The National 4 Courses are made up of three units and an added value test which is assessed on a pass/fail basis and the National 5 Courses consist of three units and a course assessment. Whilst the National 4 courses are essential to provide a solid mathematical foundation, the National 5 courses build upon the more straightforward content of the National 4 course, where pupils will be exposed and expected to interpret and manipulate problems in a more complex and unfamiliar context.





Pupils who find Maths difficult can work towards National 2 or National 3 Applications course which is internally assessed.








Pupil’s Experience 





“Maths is a great subject. Teachers are fair and topics are always intriguing. Tests don’t feel like a chore but revision is key. This subject , along with English is one of the twin towers of education.”











�





There is some overlap in the course content of Maths & Applications of Maths. They key differences are detailed below:





Mathematics


Focus: Pure mathematical concepts, abstract algebra, geometry, trigonometry, calculus (Higher).


Skills Developed: Algebraic manipulation, abstract problem-solving, logical deduction.


Best For: University pathways in Engineering, Physics, Computing Sciences.





Applications of Mathematics


Focus: Real world contexts like personal finance, statistics, data analysis, measurement, geometry and probability.


Skills Developed: Numeracy, data literacy, financial management, practical application, critical thinking in real situations.


Best For: Careers in nursing, teaching (primary & specific subjects), business, technology and general life skills; it’s a complimentary skill set, not a lesser one.





Summary of Key Differences


Content: Maths is heavy on algebra; Applications is light on algebra, heavy on numeracy and real-world scenarios.


Purpose: Maths builds theoretical foundations; Applications builds practical, life-ready skills.


University Entry: Maths is often required for STEM; Applications supports entry to many other degrees but not usually core STEM/Physics/Engineering.





Modern Languages








French and/or Spanish





The courses aim to increase cultural awareness of countries around the world where the language studied is spoken. Pupils cover a range of topics, which include learning and employment, film and television, music, as well as technology.


Pupils are well supported each step of the way in our department. They are encouraged to be aspirational and helped to achieve their goals.





Here at Auchenharvie Academy, we offer a variety of courses to suit all learners’ needs. These cover 2 languages – Spanish and French. In S1 and S2, pupils will learn Spanish with the opportunity to study French as an additional language.





In S3, pupils have the option choose either French and/or Spanish as one of their main subjects, allowing them to gain the skills needed to sit National 4 or 5 in S4 and beyond. Four key skills are developed through the teaching of a Modern Foreign Language – Listening, Reading, Writing and Talking. Literacy, Numeracy, Health and Wellbeing are also embedded within our courses.





We have exciting opportunities for all year groups including: European Day of Languages events, tapas parties, film studies, cultural celebrations, world food tasting, and even trips abroad to Barcelona, for example. All pupils have the opportunity to get involved in our Language Ambassador programme and we also encourage pupils to take on leadership roles, teaching Spanish in our local primary schools.


Our aim in the Modern Languages department is to allow all pupils to experience and understand different languages and cultures. Whether you choose to study from S1 to Higher or not, languages are for everyone and even having the basics in a language can enrich your life when travelling or working, or just meeting new friends.


We live in an increasingly global economy and the demand for language skills continues to grow as Governments, businesses and organisations build relationships with foreign interests. In this new era of globalisation, learning a second language is now becoming a vital part of the basic preparation for an increasing number of careers notably, Law, banking, insurance and teaching. 


When learning a foreign language, pupils also learn about the different countries, cultures, people and communities that are associated with that language. Our classes help you become a globally cultured, diversity-sensitive individual, ready to face a new era of globalisation in our increasingly interdependent world community.	





 





Pupil’s Experience 





“Modern Langauges varies between writing, reading, watching videos and playing related games to help us to understand the language. 


I am enjoying Spanish and I can see the benefit of studying it because it can help you secure a career abroad.  I highly recommend Modern Languages.”





Career Information


Languages are an invaluable skill to have. Having a language can increase your salary from 8 to 20% and gives you a head start on other potential employees as by speaking another language, you are vital to any company who does international business (and there are a lot of them!). A language is also a pre-requisite for many university courses such as Education. Languages are the key to the new, exciting multinational world we live in so don’t miss out. One thing that you can be sure of – it is never a disadvantage to have studied a language!


Careers requiring languages:


Education


Primary School Teaching


Law


Banking


Insurance


Import/Export





Not sure if Modern Languages is for you in the Senior Phase?


Keep your options open for the future and study a Modern Language. You will learn skills you can apply across your other subjects and beyond school such as group work, communication, presentation skills both oral and written, AND you will be a more effective global citizen.


All four skills are developed: talking and listening, reading and writing. However, these are all done in practical contexts that will provide real skills for work and travel beyond school.


Merci!


Gracias








Future Progression Routes


Spanish and French can be studied at National 4 and 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. In addition, we offer Languages for Life and Work from level 3 to 6. These courses do not have a final exam, which pupils often find a little easier.  





Pupils who have gained a qualification in one language can also then choose to study another language at the same, or at the next level of qualification.





Science


Faculty Head	 Mrs McColl (Acting)





Pupil’s Experience





“I really enjoy Biology, it’s not what you expect it to be – it has turned into one of my favourite subjects because it is so interesting and relevant to my life. We use a variety of different learning methods to make the topics interesting and easy to understand.  I would encourage you to pick Biology.”








Why choose Chemistry? 


Chemistry is an incredibly fascinating field of study. Chemistry is essential for meeting our basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, health, energy, and clean air, water, and soil. Chemical technologies enrich our quality of life in numerous ways by providing new solutions to problems in health, materials, and energy usage. Thus, studying Chemistry is useful in preparing you for the real world.


The Chemistry course aims to make learners aware of the chemical basis of the world around them – for example: food, clothes and the environment are all examples of Chemistry in action. 


Chemistry is essential for careers such as Medicine, Pharmacy and Chemical Engineering, and it will also equip you for a career in industry, for example in the petrochemical or pharmaceutical industries, health–related industries or the renewable sector.  





In S3, your Science education will cover National 4 and National 5 key areas. However, you will be given the opportunity to personalise your Science education.  There are three subjects in Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. You will have the choice of picking any of them in order to continue your scientific studies.





Why choose Biology? 


Biology is the study of life – playing a crucial role in our everyday existence. Advances in new technologies, such as genetic modifications and the use of stem cells have made this varied subject, more exciting than ever. Biology is important in the understanding of living things and of the environment and is a good choice for learners interested in the natural world, the medical sciences or sports related fields. 





In Biology, we aim to encourage and guide all pupils in a programme of active learning, through which they can develop their knowledge and understanding of Biology. Moreover, pupils are given the opportunity to develop their communication skills by working with others and apply their numeracy, literacy and IT skills to scientific contexts.





The Biology course covers a number of topics that are relevant to employment including emerging techniques in biotechnology. It is essential in helping learners to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of today’s scientific and technological advances. 


Biology is a great choice of subject for people who want a career in health and clinical professions, such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology, marine biology or forensics. 














Pupil’s Experience 





“Chemistry is my favourite subject, it’s interactive and the practical work is enjoyable.  I am finding all the topics interesting but the best one for me has been combustion!!!  I would recommend Chemistry.”








Why choose Physics? 


Physics is the Science that attempts to describe how nature works using the language of mathematics. It is often considered the most fundamental of all the natural sciences and its theories attempt to describe the behaviour of the smallest building blocks of matter, light, the Universe and everything in between.





Physics lies at the heart of the natural sciences. Almost any piece of modern scientific equipment is based on principles of optics, electronics, or nuclear physics—and such apparatus usually has its origins in basic work done by physicists. If you have a passion for understanding how things work and enjoy scientific experiments and mathematics, then you should study Physics. 





Physics is a very useful subject to have if learners are interested in a career which involves anything of a technical nature. So it might be useful for a career in Engineering, Building, Car Mechanics, Medicine, Merchant Navy, Nursing, Architecture, Police, Armed Forces, Electronics and many others.














Future Progression Routes in Subject:


Biology, Chemistry and Physics are available to be studied at National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance throughout S3 ans S4.





Pupil’s Experience 





“In Physics we have been studying space and how the world works.  Recently we have carried out some experiments with small catapults in the projectiles topic. There are some tricky bits to the course, but with practice it becomes easier.  It is a fun, enjoyable and interesting subject to take and I would recommend it to you.”








��





The focus of the National 4/5 Geography course will be on the development of geographic skills and techniques in the context of physical and human environments and global issues. Pupils will develop knowledge and understanding of the processes and interactions in their broad geographical contexts:





Physical – Glaciation, Coasts and Weather


Human – Population, Urban and Rural environments


Global Issues – Health and Climate Change








Progression


Successful candidates can progress to Higher and Advanced Higher Geography. Candidates may also enjoy National 5 or Higher History, RMPS or Modern Studies.  





 








                                                    


 





 


























 


 


 








Career Pathway





Geography is very broad subject which opens up career paths in many directions. 





However some careers such as Cartography, Climatology, Environmental management, GIS (Geographical Information Systems), Planning, Tourism, Journalism and Media and Education require some of the skills which geography offers. 





Furthermore Geography is accepted for entrance in some universities in both the “Arts” and the “Science” faculties.
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National 4/5 History is the study of the past. History students evaluate different sources that will help them to understand historical events. 





They will develop skills in analysis, formulating clear arguments and coming to balanced conclusions.  Students will examine events in the past allowing them to better understand the present. The course looks at:





The trade in enslaved African people, 1770–1807


The Era of the Great War, 1900–1928


Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918–1968








Progression


Successful candidates can progress to Higher and Advanced Higher History. Candidates may also enjoy National 5 or Higher Geography, RMPS or Modern Studies.  
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Career Pathways





History is an excellent basis for students who want to study History, Social Science or Law at college or university.





History graduates are one of the most sought after graduates in all forms of management.





Studying History is a great way to develop research, analytical, teamwork and communication skills.  





 








�
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National 4/5 Modern Studies is designed to inform pupils about the society in which they live and to encourage them to make comparisons with the political, economic and social systems of other countries. The purpose of the National 4/5 course is to develop the knowledge and understanding of contemporary political and social issues in local, Scottish and United Kingdom and international contexts such as:





Democracy in Scotland


Crime and the Law


Global Terrorism and Conflict








Progression


Successful candidates can progress to Higher and Advanced Higher Modern Studies. Candidates may also enjoy National 5 or Higher Geography, RMPS or History.  





 








                                                    


 





 


























 


 


 








Career Pathways





Modern Studies is useful for students who want to study Social Science, Law or History at university or college.  Study of the course will allow pupils do develop sound analytical and evaluative skills, which are desirable in both, higher and further education.
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�Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS)


�RMPS is different from Religious and Moral Education (RME) or RE, which you might have done in S1-S3. It is a highly respected subject that you could take all the way to Advanced Higher and beyond. Universities, colleges and employers all see it as a valuable qualification because it provides you with vital skills for working with different people; dealing with difficult situations; and making hard choices.





National 4/5 RMPS


�Certificated RMPS offers you the opportunity to develop your views on major issues that have a massive impact on everyday life. The course concentrates on three topics:�


Morality, Medicine and the Human Body


�We’ll explore ideas about the right to life; abortion; organ transplants; euthanasia/the end of life.





The Existence of God





The focus will be on evaluating religious and non-religious arguments for and against the existence of a God.





Buddhism: Beliefs and Practices





We’ll examine Buddhist beliefs and practices, and will assess how significant they are and what they mean for Buddhists and the rest of society.


 


 








Career Pathways





Great for University, college and careers, especially:


Childcare, early-education, primary-teaching and secondary


Medicine, nursing, social care, community education, social work.


Journalism, Art and Graphics, 


Law, policing, criminal justice.


Basically, anything that involves working with people (Which is part of pretty much every job!)











Progression





Learners can study RMPS from N3 through to Advanced Higher. They can also use it as a basis for studying other Social Subjects (e.g. History, Modern Studies, and Classical Studies). 





Learners can progress to university or college courses. It is also a useful subject for going into the world of work.


 








                                                    


 





 


























 








Design & Technology


Principal Teacher Mr Marwick


Miss McCubbin – Mr Pollock – Miss Mullan


Mr Brown (Technical Technician)




















Pupil’s Experience


“Design and Manufacure is completely different than what we did in 2nd year. You get the chance to make different products from your own individual design ideas. The laser cutter is amazing.”








Why choose Design and Manufacture?


The course offers a broad practical introduction to design, materials and manufacturing processes.  It provides opportunities of learners to gain skills in both designing and communicating design proposals.


Aims of Course:


The course provides a broad practical introduction design, materials and the manufacturing process.


It provides opportunities for students to gain skills in both designing and communicating design proposals.


It allows students to explore the properties and use of materials and to make models and prototypes of products.


Description of the Course:


The course is divided up into 3 units:


Design – identify factors that influence design and apply these in a simple design task. Develop and communicate the design concept and evaluate an existing product.


Materials and manufacture – investigate materials for manufacturing. Prepare for manufacturing in a workshop context. Plan and implement a manufacturing sequence for a prototype. Review the manufacturing process.


Value added – Design and Manufacture a product in response to a given brief.


Any other Info:


The skills that students acquire will be invaluable life skills – for further study, world of work or life in general.


The practical nature of the course and usage of machinery means that safety and good behaviour are a high expectation of all students.





Future Progression Routes in Subject:





Design and Manufacture will be offered at National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. 


The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3. 


Over the next 10 years 70% of employees working in the Design and Manufacturing sector will retire, meaning that there will be a national skill shortage in this area.


Could you fill the gap?





Why choose Graphic Communication?


Aims of Course:


Develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment, materials and software.


Extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards and protocols, when these apply.


Develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society.


Description of the Course:


This course is a broad based qualification suitable for students with an interest in graphic communication – both digital and paper based


At the end of the course students should be able to develop and communicate ideas graphically, interpret graphic communications information (drawings, use the graphic communication equipment software and materials effectively, apply the knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards.


Develop design skills, including creativity and the understanding of the impact of graphic communication.


Pupils can apply these skills in order to produce graphics that require visual impact and graphics that transmit information.  The course covers a broad based curriculum suitable for all learners with an interest in graphic communication – both paper based and computer based.  It is suitable for those who want to further develop their skills and progress onto a higher level of study in the subject.  In addition, pupils will develop: design skills, including creativity: an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our environment and society: and spatial awareness and visual literacy.


Any other Info:


This course provides experience and skills that could be shared in other subjects including the Expressive Arts and ICT, as well as in Craft, Product Design and Engineering.





 Pupil’s Experience


“ I am really enjoying Graphics, its amazing how much Graphics affects our every day lives. From publishing a magazine to being able to sketch out ideas and draw using 3D Modeling Software” 








Future Progression Routes in Subject:


Graphic Communication will be offered at National 4, National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher levels in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3. 








Why choose Practical Craft Skills?


Aims of Course:


Description of the Course:


Practical Woodworking qualifications develop practical woodworking skills, practical creativity and problem solving. Learners develop understanding of safe working practices in a workshop environment, and awareness of sustainability issues in a practical woodworking context.


This course is a broad based qualification suitable for students with an interest in woodworking.


At the end of the course students should be able to use hand tools and machine tools to manufacture:


Flat frame construction.


Carcase Construction.


Machining and Finishing.


This practical activity will give learners an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:


Selecting and using a range of common woodworking tools, equipment, materials and finishes appropriate for activity.


Reading, interpreting and following given working drawings and outline specification information and cutting lists.


Marking out, cutting and shaping woodwork components. 


Manufacturing finished product to given drawings and standards. 


Working and using tools and equipment in accordance with recognised procedures and safe working practices. 





Any other Info:


This course provides experience and skills that could be shared in other Technologies subjects, particularly the practical based subjects such as Design and Manufacture. It also provides a stepping stone to the other practical based subject – Practical Metalworking-This is also offered at National 4 and National 5 level in the Senior phase.





 Pupil’s Experience


“I really enjoy the freedom you get in the workshop. Using the tools and equipment is a lot of fun. The subject helps with your craft skills and you also get to do PowerPoints on tools and materials. The models are really good, like the toolbox and the corner unit-I will use both of these when I get get them home.”








Future Progression Routes in Subject:


Practical Woodworking will also be offered at National 4 and National 5 level in the Senior Phase. The entry point on this route depends on performance in S3. 











