




                 	                              	 

 
	
	            Parent Council Meeting 
              Monday 6th October 2025

	
	 

	Attendees 
 
 
 






Apologies 
 

Guest 
Speaker
	Callum Johnston – Head Teacher 
Carrie Davidson – Chair
Craig Leckie – Treasurer
Julie Simpson – PC member
Anne Haldane – Parent
Emma Leckie - Parent
Gordon Young – Parent
Kelly Donohoe –Parent
Stuart Riddell - Parent

Karen Duff – PC Member
Stacey Weir – Parent
Jacqueline Fadian – Parent

Laura Booth - Teacher
Prom Committee representatives
Pupil Council representatives 
Miranda McDade – Faculty Head English 




CD thanked all members for attending.  Previous minutes were accepted.

CJ asked Mrs McDade to start.  MMcD advised that Auchenharive Academy is reviewing its literacy policy with focus on standardised spelling across the policy and also handwriting.  Feedback with be requested from teachers, pupils and the PC via a QR code with the aim of launching the policy in January 2026. 

LB with pupils from the Prom Committee advised they are arranging a Fashion Show, to be held on Thursday 13 November, as part of their fundraising activities.  There will be Barista and pick ‘n’ mix on the night.  They are sending a letter to 70 local businesses to request a £50 donation which in return will see promotion of their business.   A recent bingo night saw a £750 raised and they intend to run a further bingo night possibly February 2026.  Suggestions of a pub quiz, back sale and race night have also been discussed. 

LB advised in relation to S6 leavers hoodies, companies in Kilmarnock and Paisley have quoted £21 and £20 per hoodie with the Paisley company sending size samples and designs 

can vary per pupil.  LB will confirm the number of Hoodies required and the PC will discuss further potentially supporting with the costs. 

CJ introduced Daniel and Daniel who are representing the pupil council which currently has 7 members.  The pupil council are involved in issues within the school, events within the school, assemblies and fundraising.  Currently, “travel around the school” is being addressed from a health and safety aspect following incidents resulting in pupil injuries.  The pupil council aim to have democratic voting to empower the pupil voice.  The idea of a 1 way system will be voted on with the use of tablets and Chromebooks with uploaded Glow forms which will be in voting booths.   A further area the pupil council are addressing prior to the end of 2025 if the reopening of the senior toilets.  The pupil council are keen to engage with the PC and establish regular communication and some “adult” feedback.  


Head Teacher Report
1. CJ thanked the PC on behalf of the expressive arts department for their donation towards new microphones. 
2. CJ spoke of the late Miss Jean Donaldson, former music teacher at Auchenharive Academy who has generously left £24,865 to the school in her Will.  Staff, pupil, PC and parent suggestions in relation to how best to use the donation will be sought and considered. 
3. CJ discussed the recent change in the Disclosure Scotland and PVG systems with senior pupils going to primary schools possibly requiring to now have such background checks implemented.  CJ asked CD to reach out to other PC committees to obtain feedback on the understanding of parent helpers at school events ??needing PVG/Disclosure documents.  AH knows other PC groups out with Auchenharive Academy who have been informed that the parents do require these checks prior to helping at school event.  CJ is also seeking clarity as to the potential that teachers will require an additional PVG to carry out SQA duties. 
4. CJ issued copies and explained that insight data which is very positive with several previous records being exceeded. 
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]CJ addressed the parent question of use of AI within the school curriculum.  The school is overall keen to interact and look at packages, but North Ayrshire Council are not keen to “proceed at speed”  The Education department are keen to push and introduce as in school policy.  Chatgbt is not encouraged by Notebook LM and Co-pilot are.  CJ emphasised that staff are proactive and the implantation and use of AI is on the monthly agenda with departments.  CJ confirmed as soon as the use of AI is allowed and supported it shall be implemented.  In relation to the pupil specific question, CJ agreed to meet with KD personally out with the PC meeting. 
6. CD asked CJ about the road condition at the pick up/drop off point with large pot holes In the road.  CJ was not aware but will arrange to report to NAC. 





Parent Council
CD advised she has attempted to contact Sally Buxton on several occasions to arrange a fundraising night without response, but will continue to try.  CD thanks AH for arranging the 1st Bonus Ball of which the funds have been transferred to the PC account. AH will continue to run this on a monthly basis on the last Monday of the month. Christmas Fayre fundraising will be confirmed for the next meeting to see if anything is currently in place within the school.

CL advised work is in place for the PC to have online banking and will update when complete. 


Date of next meeting
Monday 27th October 2025
Monday 1st December 2025 
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