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As we move into a very busy period at Auchenharvie Academy I would like to thank all parents/carers 

for their ongoing support with all aspects of our work. Whilst our broad general education pupils 

prepare to change timetable and embark on their new courses/subjects our senior pupils have now 

commenced their study leave and are undertaking their final examinations. Meanwhile we have the 

excitement of multiple transition events taking place between now and the end of term. Regardless of 

stage, we wish all of our pupils the very best of luck during this period of transition. 

Please find below some important information and a snapshot of some of the activities that have been 

taking place in our school recently. For further information on what is happening at school follow us on 

Twitter @Auchenharvie. Thank you.  

Calum Johnston, Head Teacher. 

Uniform 

Many parents/carers will be considering school uniform for next session and looking to purchase this 

prior to the school holiday. Can I please draw your attention to the attached information relating to 

school uniform for session 2017-18 and beyond? Your support in ensuring that ALL of our pupils follow 

our school uniform policy is greatly appreciated.  

Please note the school tie is a mandatory part of our school uniform and must be worn by all pupils. 

Free Meal Entitlement /School Clothing Grant 

Please note that if you are currently in receipt of free meal entitlement and/or clothing grant that you are 

required to reapply each year. This process can be completed online using the URL below. Please 

contact the school if you are looking for assistance in applying.  

http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/resident/education-and-learning/grants-and-allowances/footwear-

clothing-and-free-school-meals.aspx 

Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) 

As you may know, some pupils in S5/6 are entitled to EMA based on their gross family income. The 

amount pupils get paid to attend school varies depending on a number of factors. Please follow the URL 

below to apply for EMA for your child or to find out more about the criteria for applying. Again, please 

contact the school if you require assistance accessing online services. 

http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/resident/education-and-learning/grants-and-allowances/education-

maintenance-allowance.aspx 

Absence from school 

We are working really hard to improve overall attendance at Auchenharvie Academy. It would be 

greatly appreciated if parents/carers could ensure that school are contacted as soon as possible if a pupil 

is not going to be in school. Equally, if a pupil is unwell and has to go home please ensure that school 

are aware of this as it causes significant problems with our attendance systems when this does not 

happen.  

Pupil Equity Fund 

You may be aware that as part of the Scottish Governments focus on closing the attainment gap in our 

schools that Auchenharvie were given a substantial amount of money to support us on our journey. 

Thanks to all parents who attended consultation meetings on how best to spend this significant 

resource. In partnership with North Ayrshire Council it has now been agreed that we will be focussing 
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our efforts on improving family learning/parental empowerment, supporting the mental and physical 

health of our young people and on increasing support for pupils in literacy and numeracy.  

SQA Changes/Options 

SQA results will be published to all pupils in S4-6 on Tuesday 8th August 2017. Pupils have been given 

information on how these can be accessed by SMS at 8am that day and many have chosen this option as 

opposed to waiting on post being delivered. 

In light of SQA results some pupils may wish to change options for next session and provision for this 

will be available on Thursday 10th  (all day)  and Friday 11th August (am only) in school. Senior 

leadership and guidance staff will be on hand to assist with this process. Equally, some pupils may 

wish to discuss the possibility of a marking review following publication of their exam results and this 

service will be available at the same time. 

SQA Recognising Positive Achievement 

You may be aware that for the past 3 years SQA have adopted a Recognising Positive Achievement 

(RPA) policy which allows pupils who sit National 5 (but attain a grade worse than a D) to 

automatically be awarded a National 4 pass. Recently there have been plans to remove this policy and 

thus pupils would either pass/fail their National 5 course. Following extensive consultation nationally it 

has been decided to retain the RPA policy for at least the next year until further consultation takes place 

on a suitable alternative. I will keep you up to date with any decisions made as information arises next 

session. 

School App/School Website/Show My Homework/Digital leaders 

We are delighted to announce that the school app is now live.  You can visit the Apple or Google Play 
store and search for Auchenharvie Academy.  You can also scan the QR code (attached). The app will be 
updated regularly after the busy exam term.    

Show My Homework will be launched for the new term in August.  This will allow parents to keep 
track of when homework is issued, deadlines and how well your child is doing with regard to 
homework completion.  Staff at Auchenharvie are currently being trained on how to deliver SMHW 
effectively.  Look out for further correspondence explaining when SMHW goes live and how to use this 
at home.  

Our Digital Leaders Program has now started. Students from the current S5 applied for posts and the 
successful candidates have now been added to the Childnet Initiative.  Training will commence after 
the exam period.  When the new term starts we will have 11 Childnet Digital Leaders in the school 
helping students, parents and the public with child safety and Digital Literacy.  

Our revised school website is being populated at the moment and will go live shortly before the end of 

term. We hope that you enjoy using it and find the information provided useful. Further details to 

follow in due course. 

Parent Focus Groups 

Throughout this session a series of monthly parent focus groups have been arranged to allow for 
meaningful discussion with parents/carers on many different aspects of school improvement. Focus 
groups so far have looked at school vision and values, improved communication, curriculum planning, 
improving parental engagement, the Pupil Equity Fund and the effective use of parents’ evenings. I 
would like to thank all parents for their support at these events and encourage all parents to consider 
joining us in the future. Focus groups take place at 2pm and 6pm on identified days and our next focus 
group is on Wednesday 17th May when we will be consulting on priorities for next sessions School 
Improvement Plan (SIP). 


