
  

 

 

 



  

 Respect Equality Determination 

Please find below some important information and a snapshot of some of the activities that have 

been taking place in our school recently. For further information on what is happening at school 

follow us on Twitter @Auchenharvie. Thank you.  

Calum Johnston, Head Teacher. 

 

Family Learning 

It has been a very busy and exciting start to 2018.  Here are some of the initiatives we have been 
working on. 
 
Clothing Collection 
On Saturday 3rd February our Parents in Partnership 
group successfully ran a Clothing Drive for families in 
the community.  We collected items of pre-loved 
clothing throughout January which were then all 
available for families to help themselves to. 
 

Although we didn’t have a huge amount of people 
through the door, we did manage to help out three 
additional families to the ones we are already 
working in partnership with. We took the leftover 
clothing to Cash for Clothes which sends clothing 
directly to communities in need. We took in over 
300kg of clothing which amounted to £120.80 for the 
school fund. Our final total is £122.48. 
 

A fantastic effort from our Parents in Partnership 
group who were all really excited and proud of their 
achievements and a learning experience too. 
 
‘Parents in Partnership’ Phase 3 
Our Parents in Partnership group is now an 
established group within the school and we are 
delighted to welcome them for their third ‘block’ on a Tuesday morning.  This has a Health and 
Wellbeing focus and will include personalised fitness sessions in the PE department and a variety of 
outside speakers including CELCIS and NHS Ayrshire and Arran. 
 

KA Leisure Partnership 
We are very excited to say that we are in the process of finalising a programme in partnership with 
KA Leisure for our parental group to take part in in the summer term.  This will hopefully be a 
success and be rolled out to other families in the community. 
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Internet Awareness Family Evening 
In partnership with the North Ayrshire Family Learning team, we are looking at finalising a date for 
an Internet Awareness event in the school for families to attend.  Watch this space! 

 
Parents taking the lead 
Through the experiences being offered to our parents, we now have 
two members with the confidence, motivation and self-belief to start 
or be involved in starting, their own voluntary groups in the 
community to help other families – this is what parental engagement 
is all about!  One parent has started a ‘Parents for Parents’ group 
which is a support group for parents/carers with ASN.  This runs in St 
Cuthbert’s church on a Thursday afternoon.  Another is involved in 
the running of a sewing group for families to attend for free.  This will 
be held in Kilwinning Sports Club and starts on the 5th March. 
 
 
 
 

 

Music Department 

SQA Exams 
Another busy term in the Music department with final SQA Higher 
and National 5 practical exams taking place. The pupils have now 
completed 60% (55% for National 5) of their Music course but will 
not know results until August along with all other SQA results. 
Advanced Higher pupils will sit their practical examinations in May. 
 
Young Musician and Young Singer 
We had a wonderful evening being entertained at Garnock 
Community Campus earlier in February at the North Ayrshire 
Young Musician and Young Singer competitions. Sarah Denny and 
John Wilson (both S6 pupils) performed brilliantly and we were 
delighted with John being crowned North Ayrshire Young Musician 
of the Year. This is a fantastic achievement!!! Well done to both 
John and Sarah. 
 
Spring Concert 
Our Spring Concert takes place at 7pm on Wednesday 28th March 
in the Assembly Hall. Another concert filled with the musical talent of Auchenharvie and associated 
primaries not to be missed. 

 

 



  

 Respect Equality Determination 

 

 

 

Outward Bound Trip to Loch Eil 

24 of our more adventurous S2s 
attended the Outward Bound 
Trust centre on Loch Eil near 
Fort William from the 19th-23rd 
February. The stunning scenery 
more than made up for the cold 
weather. They teamed up with 
pupils from Irvine Royal, 
Greenwood and Ardrossan 
Academies. Everyone had a 
fantastic time and were a credit 
to themselves and the school. 

 

There were a wide range of activities laid on for 
them that tested them both physically and 
mentally. Many faced and overcame their fear of 
heights on an abseil in Glen Nevis. Canoeing on 
Loch Eil was a challenge for non-swimmers and 
gave everyone an opportunity to develop 
their teamwork and communication skills. Those 
who took part in the "Jog and Dip" activity can 
tell you how cold the water was! An overnight 
camping expedition gave everyone the chance to 
push themselves physically and gain confidence 
by being out of their comfort zone, wild camping 

or sleeping in a bothy.  The pupils had to carry all their own kit including food, shelter and clothes. It 
was a cold night but great fun and the excellent hot meals provided by the centre were very 
welcome! The main theme running through the programme was to raise pupils' aspirations and 
show them that hurdles can be overcome. There were many personal success stories throughout the 
week. 
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There was an environmental awareness theme running through 
the whole programme. Many of the pupils took part in a beach 
clean while on expedition and had to carry the plastic waste back 
to the centre on top of their already heavy load. This has earned 
them a John Muir Award.  

 

All in it was an excellent experience for the pupils and the staff 
who accompanied them and we look forward to many more 
trips in the future. 

 

 

 

Study Leave 

Confirmed study leave dates for upcoming SQA examination diet. Monday 30th April to Friday 1st 
June (inclusive). Further details to follow through newsletter/texts/assemblies. Please note that full 
examination timetables will be issued to all pupils shortly.  

Easter School and subject specific masterclasses prior to each exam have also been arranged and 
copies of timetables for each will be given to pupils and posted on our school website. 

 

School Refurbishment 

Update on phase 1 of our refurbishment. All windows now installed. Roof nearly completed. Watch 

out for the scaffolding coming down and cladding going up. Work is approx. 6-8 weeks ahead of 

schedule hoping to finish by late April / early May.  

Phase 2 of our school refurbishment commenced on the 19th February. This involves work to the PE 

area of the school and will be completed as 2 x 21 week projects. Work should be completed by the 

end of November 2018. 

Lots of internal work also taking place to replace all lighting and blinds. 

Look out for our scaffolding coming down and our cladding going up over the next 3 weeks. 
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Parent Focus Group Feedback 

Thanks to all of the parent / carers who joined me recently in either of our parent focus groups 

looking at improving parental communication. Please see below the actions take to overcome some 

of the key issues raised. 

YOU SAID WE DID 

Can the school Twitter account be advertised 
through school newsletters? 

The school Twitter account is highlighted at the 
start of this newsletter. 

Do we need a password to access the new 
school website on GLOW? 

There is no need to use any password to access 
our revised school website. 

We didn’t know that the school had an app to 
share information about the school calendar 
and other key events. 

Please go to the app store on your Apple or 
Android phone and key in Auchenharvie 
Academy to download our free school app. 

Can Show My Homework provide a facility  
where parents can message teachers privately 
about homework? 

Unfortunately the software used by Show My 
Homework does not currently have this facility 
but at our next review / evaluation with them 
we will suggest this. 

Why do I receive texts home when my child is 
in school? 

We have, and will continue to, review our 
procedures for sending absence texts home. 
We hope that this will prevent this from 
happening. 
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Can school newsletters be received 
electronically to save money on postage? 

Please see the end of this newsletter for your 
chance to receive future newsletters 
electronically. 

Can Faculty Heads be more consistent in their 
communications home about 
underperformance in subjects? 

We have spoken to all of our Faculty Heads 
about being rigorous in maintaining 
communication about underperformance with 
parents / carers. We will review this again soon. 

Can morning abscences be left on a voicemail 
service rather than phoning in and waiting in a 
queue or the school line being engaged? 

We are in the process of purchasing an absence 
management answer machine package which 
will allow us to meet this demand. 

Can the school provide a creche facility on 
parents’ evenings to encourage more parents / 
carers to attend? 

Our Family Learning team are currently looking 
at the best options to provide a creche facility 
on parents’ evenings. 

Can there be a greater consistency in the 
details provided by teachers in class reports? 

We continue to work with our teaching staff to 
provide examples of good practice in relation to 
high quality reporting. 

Can parents’ nights be extended by 30 minutes 
to mitigate for over running appointments? 

I will discuss this with colleagues when we 
consider our Working Time Agreement for next 
session. 

 

I hope you find this information useful and I hope you can join us at the next parents focus group 

which will look at the School Improvement Plan. This will take place after the Easter holiday. 

Calum Johnston, Head Teacher 

 

Future Newsletters 

If you are happy to receive future newsletters via email instead of by post, please complete the tear-

off slip below and return it to the main school office. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I am happy to receive future newsletters via email. 

 

Pupil Name: ________________________________________________ Reg Class: _______________ 

 

Parent/Carer Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Carer Email Address: __________________________________________________________ 


