Character: Mary Maloney 
‘Lamb to the Slaughter’ by Roald Dahl

 


Characteristics

Contented

   Smothering

Smothered

Cold
Cunning

    Calm

    Obsessed

Evil

    Clever

          Selfish

Determined

Quotations

“Mary Maloney was waiting for her husband to come home from work.”
“There was a slow smiling air about her, and about everything she did.”

“curiously tranquil. Her skin – for this was her sixth month with child – had acquired a wonderful translucent quality, the mouth was soft”.

“She loved to luxuriate in the presence of this man.”
“She loved the intent, far look in his eyes when they rested on her, the funny shape of the mouth, and especially the way he remained silent about his tiredness, sitting still with himself until the whiskey had taken some of it away.”

“He lifted his glass and drained it in one swallow although there was still half of it, at least half of it left.”

“Her eyes waited on him for an answer, a smile, a little nod, but he made no sign.”

“I don’t want it,” he said. – Patrick only replies to Mary with short, or one word, answers. What do you think of Patrick and the way he speaks to his wife?
“Sit down, he said.”
“There needn’t really be any fuss … It wouldn’t be very good for my job.”
“Mary Maloney simply walked up behind him and without any pause she swung the big frozen leg of lamb high in the air and brought it down as hard as she could on the back of his head.” 
“All right, she told herself. So I’ve killed him.”
“It was extraordinary, now, how clear her mind became all of a sudden.”
“And in the other room, Mary Maloney began to giggle.”
She offers the policemen a drink and when they remind her of the meat in the oven she replies “You must be terrible hungry by now…and I know Patrick would never forgive me…if I allowed you to remain in his house without offering you decent hospitality”. 

