Note-taking: Prose
	Key areas to consider when studying a Prose text

	Narration
	Setting
	Characterisation
	Structure

	Language
	Symbolism
	Stylistic Devices
	Theme & Purpose


Below are some ideas to help you with note-making.  It is by no means an exhaustive list and you will have a better idea of which elements are relevant to your texts and your focus of study.
Remember that you will be doing a detailed comparison of your texts so try to make your notes under similar headings so they are easier to compare.  These notes can be organised in the most appropriate way for you (Mindmaps, headings and bullet points, tables, spider diagrams etc.)

No matter what text you are studying, you MUST have a detailed understanding of theme and writer’s purpose and analyse the literary devices used to deliver these.
Narrative structure

Is the text written in the first or third person?

What effect is created by this: immediacy/closeness to one character/awareness of all characters’ thoughts?

Setting

Is the setting (time and place) particularly important?

Does it highlight a particular point in history or in the future, or does it make a point about a particular place (an atmosphere which stultifies or energises its population)?

Characterisation

What is your first impression of the main character?

How has the writer created that impression: by concentrating on the character’s thoughts or actions/ interaction with others/comments from other characters?

Does your impression of the character change? Give reasons.

Relationships

What are the important relationships in the text and how and why do they change?

Themes

What themes (ideas) are explored?

How does the writer want you to think about these ideas?

How does s/he attempt to persuade you to his/her way of thinking?

Structure

Is there anything unusual in the way the text is organised – letters, diary, flashbacks?

What are the effects of the structure?

Language

Does the writer use language in any unusual way – dialect/colloquialisms/stream of consciousness? Why?

Is there a lot of figurative language: metaphor, simile, etc.? What effects are created?

Quotations

Are there any particularly apt words or phrases that illustrate or summarise a point that is relevant to your topic?


Note-taking

Poetry

Note-taking: Poetry
	Key areas to consider when studying a Poem

	Voice
	Use of Sound
	Rhythm & Rhyme
	Form & Structure

	Language
	Symbolism
	Imagery
	Setting

	Mood & Tone
	Word Choice
	Other Poetic Devices
	Theme & Purpose


Below are some ideas to help you with note-making.  It is by no means an exhaustive list and you will have a better idea of which elements are relevant to your texts and your focus of study.

Remember that you will be doing a detailed comparison of your texts so try to make your notes under similar headings so they are easier to compare.  These notes can be organised in the most appropriate way for you (Mindmaps, headings and bullet points, tables, spider diagrams etc.)

No matter what text you are studying, you MUST have a detailed understanding of theme and writer’s purpose and analyse the literary devices used to deliver these.
Subject

What is the subject matter of the poem?

Title

How does the title illustrate the subject matter?

Voice

Who is speaking in the poem?

Does the poet adopt a persona?

Who is being addressed?

Themes

What themes (ideas) are explored?

How does the writer want you to think about these ideas?

How does s/he attempt to persuade you to his/her way of thinking?

Tone

Is the poem serious/ironic/humorous?

How is this tone created?

Structure

Has the poet used a particular form?

How important is it in conveying meaning?

Technique

What techniques has the poet used?

How effective are they?

Quotations

Are there any particularly apt words or phrases that illustrate or summarise a point that is relevant to your topic?


Note-taking: Drama
	Key areas to consider when studying Drama

	Characterisation
	Relationships
	Setting
	Stage Directions

	Language
	Dialogue
	Key Scenes
	Theme & Purpose

	Structure
	Symbolism
	Other Dramatic Devices
	


Below are some ideas to help you with note-making.  It is by no means an exhaustive list and you will have a better idea of which elements are relevant to your texts and your focus of study.

Remember that you will be doing a detailed comparison of your texts so try to make your notes under similar headings so they are easier to compare.  These notes can be organised in the most appropriate way for you (Mindmaps, headings and bullet points, tables, spider diagrams etc.)

No matter what text you are studying, you MUST have a detailed understanding of theme and writer’s purpose and analyse the literary devices used to deliver these.

Setting

What is revealed by stage directions? Are these very detailed or very short?

Do they help to create the atmosphere in the opening scene?

Characterisation

What is your first impression of the main character?

How has the playwright created that impression – by concentrating on the character’s thoughts or actions/ interaction with others/comments from other characters?

Does your impression of the character change? Give reasons.

Relationships

What are the important relationships in the play and how and why do they change?

Themes

What themes (ideas) are explored?

How does the playwright want you to think about these ideas?

How does s/he attempt to persuade you to his/her way of thinking?

Dialogue

How realistic is the dialogue?

Does the playwright give power/authority to some of the characters’ lines? How is this achieved?

What lines are particularly memorable? Why?

Structure

Is there anything unusual in the way in which the play is structured?

Is the number of acts and scenes what you would expect?

Where is the climax of the play?

Is the denouement satisfactory?
After completing your notes on all of your texts, start looking for areas of comparison.  The focus of your study will have a comparative element built in (either how they approach a similar theme or how they use a similar device in order to reveal some aspect of the text such as character).  Now start looking for similarities and differences in how the writers approach these areas or their use of literary devices.  Begin your evaluation of which you find most effective and why.
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