Dissertation Openings

1. The three novels, Sunset Song, Cloud Howe and Grey Granite together form the trilogy A Scots Quair by Lewis Grassic Gibbon. The aspects of Gibbon’s work that make it so special include his use of dialect, his imagery and his use of symbolism. These techniques combine to highlight the themes that run through the three novels: change and sexuality. The three novels are compelling: I felt I could relate strongly to the heroine, Chris Guthrie.

A good opening paragraph: the writer’s intention is made clear; the reader’s interest is caught by the enthusiasm of the writer; the tone of the dissertation is set and a writing style is established.

2. My dissertation is about racial prejudice in the three novels The Color Purple by Alice Walker, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, and A World of Strangers by Nadine

Gordimer.

There is racial tension in The Color Purple when Shug Avery finds out about Celie’s dreadful early life and that she was raped by her step-father. She says, ‘Wellsah, and

I thought it was only white folks do freakish things like that.’

An unsatisfactory opening which must be re-thought: the first phrase ‘My dissertation is about’ is naive, lacking in the sophistication required for writing at this level: the second paragraph goes too quickly into example, without clarification of the features of the novels that are relevant to the dissertation.
3. Iain Banks is a modern, controversial, Scottish writer whose books, many of them with a Scottish theme, have claimed for him cult status around the world. I have noticed that there is a rising number of expanding Internet sites, not only dedicated to the man himself but also some of his creations, such as the future world ‘The Culture’ which is one of the primary components of his SF novels.

An unsatisfactory opening which must be re-written: this candidate has concerned himself too much with biographical detail about the author; he has failed to make clear the intentions of his dissertation.

4. Physical appearance has always been of undeniable importance, contributing to the forming of first impressions and affecting levels of self-esteem. But how, therefore, does society react to people, not just unattractive but disfigured and physically different from others?

This reaction is a major concern in Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmond Rostand, and The Cone Gatherers by Robin Jenkins; the authors, by varied techniques, are successful in evoking feelings of sympathy for the main characters who all suffer in different ways, due to their appearance.
A satisfactory introduction: the candidate has successfully made clear the intentions of her dissertation; a tone is set and a writing style established.

