War Photographer
Context & Background
War photographer is about the challenges faced by war photographers. Their job requires them to record the events of the war. Duffy shares a connection with photographers. She was inspired to write this poem as of her friendship with a photographer. As they use the medium of photography to convey curtain truths about the human condition, so she uses words and language to do the same job. During the poem, Duffy makes the audience consider our own response when confronted with the photographers that we regularly see in our newspaper supplements and why so many so many of us have become used to seeing these images. The voice of the poem, is viewing all the differences of the photographer and reality. By the end of the poem it is clear that her subject straddles two vastly different worlds yet increasing feels he belong to neither. 

Summary
'War Photographer mainly focuses on how the photographer feels throughout the poem. The first few stanzas are quite gentle in explaining the feelings of the photographer, it then starts to change and Duffy uses harsh ways of explaining how the photographer is feeling. Duffy also uses many effect techniques to show how the war has changed the photographer. 

During the poem you begin to see how the photographer’s views slowly change on what he does, from being something he may have wanted to do but now is just a job and nothing more to him.

The poem goes through four stages of the photographer’s thoughts and feelings but also follows the process of photographic development. This links to how in the end the photo just becomes a photo and nothing else to anyone who sees it just like the thoughts of the photographer it’s just become a job to him that he has to do.
Structure

· The form is in 3rd person

· 4 even stanzas 

· Stanzas consist of 6 lines

· The last lines in each stanza rhyme – (rhyming couplet)

· The structure is interesting since the rigid order contrasts with the couplet, as disturbing images are described in the poem.  

· This organisation mirrors the actions of the photographer, who lays out his films in ordered rows, as though in doing so he can in some way help to make the world a better place.

· The poem moves through a series of observations in the first three stanzas to a conclusion of sorts in the fourth.

· The style is almost clinical and matter of fact, perhaps to imitate the detached approach required by people in this line of work to allow them to do their jobs under extreme pressure.

· Unlike the readers of the newspaper he works for, this sense of distance is a necessary requirement for the photographer.

· Unsurprisingly, in a poem that is so focused on images of human suffering, Duffy concentrates on the sense of sight throughout the poem and the final image is almost like a photograph itself, depicting the journalist surveying the landscape and its inhabitants below impassively as he travels to his next assignment.

