Valentine

Context and background

This poem explores love. She uses an onion instead of a ‘normal’ because of her abnormal perception of love. (Jackie kay? Bisexual) she talks about the ‘true’ side of love. Not picture perfect. Some things can go wrong but that’s real love. Speaker talking to their lover-dialogue. Duffy has experienced break-ups and ‘different’ relationships when she wrote this poem. She knows about hardships of love. The poem challenges traditional views/ideas of love. Poem is very open to interpretation and can be applied to many different people/situations.  Onion is a metaphor for a lot of things. Love, trust, vulnerability, letting someone in, used as a teaching aid.

Summary
· About a relationship, most likely a breakup however it’s unclear whether or not it’s a struggling relationship.
Topic/Background

· Love is the main topic.

· Challenges ideas and views of traditional love. 

· Asks to look at love from a different perspective.

· Attempts to paint a realistic picture of love in all its ugliness and hardships.

· Uses an onion as a metaphor for the heart, all ideas of love and trust, vulnerability. Uses as a teaching aid to help the reader to understand and see love in a different way.

Form and Structure 

· Inconsistent in form and lacking in structure.
· This is used to hint at the inconsistence, unpredictability and indefinite nature of love.
· Some structure and pattern from negative to positive thoughts.
· Does not contain rhyme.
· Could be called a monologue as Duffy’s voice addressing her lover 

· The poem is very universal and open – applicable to all readers depending on the interpretation.
Themes and Related Messages

The general topic of this poem is love

·  The poem, Valentine, challenges many of the traditional views and ideas on love. It condemns many of the typical gestures of love and portrays them as being thoughtless, hollow and empty.

·  It also contrasts the commercial, materialistic side of love with 'reality'. the poem attempts to paint a realistic picture of love, matching each image and idea of the beauty of love with an image or idea of the hardship of being in a relationship and the pain it can bring

·  The poem invites us to view romance from a different perspective ad question some of our fanciful ideas on love.

·  Highlights the destructive powers of love, almost warning the reader of the dangers of a relationship

·  Uses the image of an onion as a metaphor for the heart, and the idea of trusting or opening up to another completely. This unusual device functions as a teaching aid to help the reader view love in a new way.
