Originally

Background and Context

Originally is about a real life experience – a time when Duffy herself emigrated from Scotland to live in England as a child.

This autobiographical poem explores sense of isolation and confusion as a child when her family decided to move from their home in Glasgow to England. 

She describes the details of the journey and the move.

She also describes the metaphorical journey that she and her family experienced as a result of moving.

The title helps to suggest to what extent she considers how our identity is shaped and defined. Not only by the environment but by the changes in dialect and culture.

The memories of the move and her gradual changes into her new home, provokes a bigger, more philosophical meditation on the subject of childhood itself.

One of the most significant lines in the poem comes at the start of stanza two when she says “All childhood is an emigration”, revealing clearly that the process of growing up is always synonymous with change.

Form and Structure

· Regular structure throughout

· Made up of three stanzas of eight lines which helps divide up the poem

· At the start of the poem it is a child’s voice and at the end it is Duffy’s voice as an adult.

· The lack of regular rhythm shows anxiety and lack of order in her life at the time.

· The childish language used makes the reader recall their own childhood giving the poem a more realistic feel.
Themes & Purpose / Message

The themes of the poem are ;

· Childhood - Throughout the poem, the sense of focusing back on memories from childhood when the writer was moving house and her opinions on the event.

· Originality – Focuses on the writers childhood home and place of growing up. Also, she explores the journey that she faced in the process of moving house relating back to her own one.

· Identity- Throughout ‘originally’, identity is formed through consideration that our identity is created by the environment and culture. Also, Duffy shows how important remembering memories and experiences from childhood is for defining our identity.

· Change- change of country, time, interests and maturity is shown throughout her journey as it was different to what she was used to. 

· Loss – After leaving her childhood home, there is a sense of loss as she is drawn towards that home.

