Mrs Midas
Background and Context
· The poem is about a woman recalling her husband's incredible and frightening power to turn things into gold as it later descends into chaos, starting the decay of their relationship. Eventually they split up and the husband remains in the woods until he starves. Even though he has thoughtlessly ruined the relationship as he though he was doing it for the family. She is mad at him, she still loves him.

· It is split up into eleven stanzas with six lines in each.

· It uses many oxymoron, similes, word choice and metaphors.

· The context shows that Duffy is exploring how thoughtless people can be – especially when it comes to their wishes and greed as in the end, ultimately, it leads to destruction of people and relations.
Form and Structure
Stanza 1

· The poem begins with ‘it was late September’ this is a time were leaves start to turn a golden brown colour. This time of year also is when leaves start to decay Duffy uses this imagery to convey their dying relationship. 

· 'while the vegetables cooked' Mrs midas is cooking which is a normal thing that most people do. This contrasts what’s happening outside.

Stanza 2

· Duffy uses a simile to describe  the way a pear he had just plucked ‘sat in his palm like a light-bulb’. This simile effectively conveys both the shape of the pear and the brightness emanating from it.

· Duffy continues the humorous imagery ‘putting fairy lights in the tree?’

Stanza 3

· ‘strange, wild, vain’ face of her husband as he realises that he has been given a tremendous power, motivated by greed. 

Stanza 4

· This comedic effect is maintained as Midas ends up ‘spitting out the teeth of the rich.’
· Mrs Midas’ anxiety about what is happening is revealed in the way she pours wine with a ‘shaking hand.’
· Alliteration is used in ‘glass, goblet, golden chalice’ to highlight the seriousness of the situation when she witnesses him transforming a glass into a golden chalice.

Random stuff
· Mrs Midas is a poem written from the viewpoint of the wife of the mythological King Midas. King Midas was granted a wish whereby everything he touched would turn to gold.

· With comical undertones, a wide range of emotions are expressed through the persona of Mrs Midas as she speaks out against her husband’s selfish actions and gradually separates herself from him.

· She leaves him to waste away in isolation while she reflects on the loss of their physical relationship and the chance to have a baby together.

· This poem is written in the form of a dramatic monologue from a female perspective, its 6the same as the other poems in The World’s Wife collection. which male characters from myths or history are presented from the viewpoint of the forgotten or disregarded women in their lives.

· Mrs Midas is made up of 11 stanzas with 6 lines each. The big numbers of stanzas could resemble how chaotic their life has become. 

· Stanzas one to six deal with the discovery of King Midas’ granted wish, and the  panic at the realisation of the tremendous power he has been given.

· The remainder of the poem reveals the harsh heartfelt problems of Midas’ gift. Bringing light to  the damage it has done to the couple’s relationship and their future together. The final line in the poem sums up Mrs Midas’ regret at the loss of contact with her isolated husband.

Themes and Messages 

The main themes are:

· Greed 

· Consequences of our Actions 

· Loneliness and Solitude 

· Betrayal 

Greed is certainly a recurring theme as this is what motivated Mr Midas to make his wish in the first place. The damaging effects are portrayed throughout with both Mr and Mrs Midas, in the end, being left alone to suffer the effects of wishing to have a materialistic object which ultimately ‘feeds no one.’ As Carol Ann adds in stanza six, line three when Mrs Midas questions her husband about his greedy intentions.

Consequences of our Actions is a dominant theme as both Mr Midas and Mrs Midas pay the price of not really taking the time to deliberate and think through what would follow if they chose one action over another. For example, if Mr Midas chose to use his new power positively before getting carried anyway and becoming reckless.

Loneliness and Solitude are all that is left for both characters by the end of the poem as a result of Mr Midas’ one selfish act. A life of solitude is chosen as soon as Mr Midas is granted his foolish and selfish wish; it is at this point that his greed for gold overcomes his loyalties to his wife.

Betrayal mainly becomes recognized in the second half of the poem. The first knock to the couple’s relationship seems to be the fear Mrs Midas feels when her husband begins to become ‘strange, wild, vain’. Qualities she has not previously seen in she husbands eyes. Along with other contributing factors such as sleeping in separate beds and Mr Midas moving into a caravan, Mrs Midas is completely abandoned by her husband. That this point Mr Midas has clearly forgotten about her and her needs, his new soul focus is the gold.

