Critical Essay Structure

Revision Focus: Quotation Use and Integration
1. What are quotations used for in Critical Essays?
2. Where should quotations never appear?
3. How should you lay out a long quotation which can’t be integrated into the main body of the essay? (More than a sentence or a few lines of a poem)
4.  What is the best method of using shorter quotations in critical essays?
· Rewrite the following analytical points by integrating the quotations correctly:
1. As a result, his love is often expressed through recriminations.  His son is a former drug addict. ‘My son rides pillion on a motor-bike.’ This alludes to his possible paramilitary activities.
2. The character of the father is perhaps the most important, and the first thing one learns is that, due to a combination of anxiety and poverty, he often goes hungry.  ‘I will hear him not eating anything and going about the kitchen with a stomach full of wind.’  The crude description adds to the reality of the situation.
3. The Jewish faith was always to be faithful to God and to believe in him even at the hardest of times. ‘Upright as statues’. This simile conveys how proud the people were to be Jewish.
4. Khaled Hosseini poignantly reveals this when Amir says, ‘I became what I am today at the age of twelve on a frigid, overcast day in the winter of 1975’ therefore shows he’s had to live with these feelings for many years.
5. The poet compares Kahlo to a fiesta dance and describes her clothing illustrating her again as an active, lively person. ‘Into a fiesta dance, all rainbow skirts.’  Having her clothes depicted as a rainbow shows she is a colourful and vibrant person.
· As a group, list as many alternatives for ‘This shows’ as possible.
· As a group, list as many evaluative words and phrases as possible.
