Critical Essay Structure (Answers)
Revision Focus: Quotation Use and Integration

1. What are quotations used for in Critical Essays?
· To  illustrate/exemplify analytical points
· Provide textual evidence of writer’s style and techniques
· As the basis for further analytical comment
2. Where should quotations never appear?
· In the introduction
· In the Conclusion
· At the start of a sentence or paragraph

· At the end of a paragraph

A quotation should always be introduced by making a clear, analytical point and then followed by an explanation of any significant features in the quotation and the effect of the technique illustrated.
3. How should you lay out a long quotation which can’t be integrated into the main body of the essay? (More than a sentence or a few lines of a poem)
· Introduce the quotation by making a clear analytical point
· End the sentence with a colon

· Miss a line and write the quotation in full, within inverted commas (possibly in centre of page)

· Miss a line and continue the paragraph by analysing and commenting on the significance of the quotation and technique illustrated
4.  What is the best method of using shorter quotations in critical essays?
· Integrate into the main point/argument by incorporating them into your sentence.
· This should be done for short quotations of a few words (usually less than a sentence).
· Rewrite the following analytical points by integrating the quotations correctly (Possible answers):
1. As a result, his love is often expressed through recriminations.  His son is a former drug addict and ‘rides pillion on a motor-bike’, alluding to his possible paramilitary activities.
2. The character of the father is perhaps the most important, and the first thing one learns is that, due to a combination of anxiety and poverty, he often goes hungry:

‘I will hear him not eating anything and going about the kitchen with a stomach full of wind.’ 

The crude description adds to the reality of the situation.

3. The Jewish faith was always to be faithful to God and to believe in him even at the hardest of times. The women are said to be ‘Upright as statues’’ effectively conveying how proud the people were to be Jewish.

4. Khaled Hosseini poignantly reveals this when Amir confesses that he ‘”became what [he is] today at the age of twelve on a frigid, overcast day in the winter of 1975’. This shows he’s had to live with these feelings for many years.
5. The poet compares Kahlo to a fiesta dance and describes her clothing illustrating her again as an active, lively person: 
‘Into a fiesta dance, all rainbow skirts.’  
Having her clothes depicted as a rainbow shows she is a colourful and vibrant person.
· As a group, list as many alternatives for ‘This shows’ as possible.

· Conveys/Conveying
· Highlights/Highlighting
· Connotes/Has connotations of…
· Implies/Implying
· Suggests/Suggesting
· Illustrates/Illustrating
· Indicates/Indicating

· Reveals/Revealing

· Denotes

· Depicts/Depicting

· Portrays/portraying

· Reflects/Reflecting

· Mirrors/Mirroring

· Echoes/Echoing

· Emphasises/Emphasising

· Exemplifies/Exemplifying…
· As a group, list as many evaluative words and phrases as possible.

· Cleverly, Clearly, Effectively, Successfully, Poignantly, Skilfully, emotively, poetically, harrowingly, passionately, perceptively, passionately, hauntingly, sensitively, sadly, expressively, imaginatively, mournfully…
