Practice Link Questions

The Link Question

a) QUOTE the words/phrase that link back
b) EXPLAIN in your own words exactly what they link back to (sum up the writer’s previous point)

c) QUOTE the words/phrase that refers on or introduces the next point
d) EXPLAIN in your own words what they introduce (sum up the writer’s next point)

EXAMPLE:

And now there’s added pressure as you’re expected to play a role in elaborate piles of homework.  Even if your child is at junior school, they’ll come home with a note saying: ‘Please be aware that next Monday is the start of Sanskrit Week.  As all our pupils will required to make a presentation during assembly in Sanskrit, please ensure your child has a working knowledge of this language, and two choices of South Asian costume for each day.’

This is all made worse by the frustrating English notion that kids are basically a nuisance.  For example, try going into a pub with your kids and the landlord will dive across to snarl ‘GET THEM OUT’ as if you walked in with a flock of sneezing turkeys.  Worst of all are those Wetherspoons pubs, where the policy seems to be that children are barred because they might ruin the atmosphere by giggling, which would spoil the carefully cultivated ambience of wretched misery.
EXAMPLE Q: How does ‘This is… a nuisance’ act as a link at this point in the writer’s argument?

SUGGESTED ANSWER:

‘This is all made worse’ links back to the writer’s discussion of the pressure put on working single parents by schools who expect them to take an active role in their child’s education.
‘basically a nuisance’ introduces the writer’s next point about how children are viewed by pub landlords.
HOMEWORK QUESTIONS:

Sometimes this panic about childcare makes you feel terrible.  You hear your child suddenly scream in agony and your first thought is, ‘Oh my god, I hope they haven’t broken their leg, as I’ve no idea what I’d do with them all day.’

And now there’s added pressure as you’re expected to play a role in elaborate piles of homework.  Even if your child is at junior school, they’ll come home with a note saying: ‘Please be aware that next Monday is the start of Sanskrit Week.  As all our pupils will required to make a presentation during assembly in Sanskrit, please ensure your child has a working knowledge of this language, and two choices of South Asian costume for each day.’

Q1: How does ‘And now…piles of homework’ act as a link at this point in the writer’s argument?

And somehow these parents must be forced into work, because we can’t continue to fund people who are draining the resources on the state, etc.  But it’s not easy to see where these jobs might be.  For example, one job traditionally suitable for mothers was working in local banks, but these have mostly shut down.

Luckily, all this shedding of staff has helped banks become more profitable than ever, so HSBC has been able to award three of their top executives a pay deal worth £18 million, which would pay the benefits of 5,000 single parents for a year.  So presumably there will now be a Government think-tank into how to stop the burden of ever-increasing handouts to bank-executives.

Q2: How does ‘Luckily…parents for a year.’ act as a link at this point in the writer’s argument?

Cryonics isn’t the science of weeping but, rather, the idea that you can preserve folk at shiveringly low temperatures and defrost them in the future.  Mr DJ Maclennan, 36, of Skye, is making £40-a-month insurance payments to cover the £40,000 cost of having his brain bunged into a flask and frozen in the desert.  For £70,000, you can have your whole body done, but I suppose that depends if you like the thing or not.  Personally, I’d rather have a new one.  One that does what it’s telt.  And DJ reckons they might be able to regenerate something for you.

Many of you will think this business queasy or sinister.  The fear is that your brain comes alive in the future, but has to be permanently attached to machines, or housed in a Dalek-like structure.  But Mr Maclennan has thought carefully about all this, and I like the cut of his jib.  He’s a Mac, has a beard and lives in a wonderful place.  It might be handier if he lived near Phoenix, Arizona, right enough, since that’s where they do the freezing.

Q3: How does ‘Many of you…queasy or sinister.’ act as a link at this point in the writer’s argument?


The crime was very nasty indeed, and the boys were justly punished for it.  But the crowd wanted something more.  They beat their fists upon the van that carried the boys to and from court, baying for vengeance.  It seems the fists are still clenched, even today, and the desire for blood unquenched.

We cannot feel anger at this man who was detained yesterday, for we no longer know who he is.  He may be married.  He may be a father.  He may have a job.  He may be kind and considerate.  He may be rotten and deceitful.  He may have shoplifted.  He may have sold drugs.  It does not matter, for we are not interested in him; we are interested in the little boy who terrified us with his malice all those years ago, and we do not want to let that shudder evaporate and lose its power.

Q4: How does ‘We cannot…know who he is.’ act as a link at this point in the writer’s argument?


The Getty was satisfied.  Fourteen months after their investigation of the kouros began, they agreed to buy the statue.  In the autumn of 1986, it went on display for the first time.  The New York Times marked the occasion.

However, the kouros had a problem.  It didn’t look right.  The first to point this out was an Italian art historian named Federico Zeri.  When Zeri was taken down to the museum’s restoration studio to see the kouros in December of 1983, he stared at the sculpture’s fingernails […]

Q5: How does ‘However, the kouros had a problem’ act as a link between the paragraphs?

Back in Glasgow it’s only the grey tower blocks on the skyline and the cranes of the Clyde shipyards that remind you this isn’t a Paris backstreet or downtown New York.  Parkour, says its practitioners, transgresses physical, mental, cultural and geographical boundaries.  It is unique, operates off the radar and involves risk with a sense of danger.  Just as city kids of the late 1970s and early 1980s found creativity in skate parks and hip-hop, it isn’t difficult to see why, for some, parkour is now synonymous with freedom and cool.

Therein lies the problem, though.  The glamourisation of parkour has been a catalyst for its growth but has also communicated mixed messages.  The explosion in popularity has caused a schism to develop the parkour community over the movement’s philosphy.  Is it, for example, about dangerous jumps across tenements, and the sort of flips and tricks which have seen brand-name executives reaching for their cheque books?  Or is it, as many argue, about fine-tuning the mind and body to overcome obstacles and fear?
Q6: How does ‘Therein lies the problem, though’ act as a link between the paragraphs?

