Higher English

Newspaper Work

Each week you will be asked to take in an article by a columnist from a broadsheet quality newspaper or colour supplement   Please do not choose a news article.  The passages in the Close Reading paper in the exam are usually taken from newspapers and magazines such as these.  By the time May comes around, you will be able to approach the paper confident that you can understand, analyse and evaluate its content.
· Try to buy a selection of papers over the course of the year so that you read a variety of writers’ work
· When selecting your article, ensure it is of a discursive/argumentative nature.
· Suggested columnists:






Dani Garvelli – Scotland on Sunday






India Knight – Sunday Times






Victoria Coren – The Guardian

Jeremy Clarkson – The Times

Mark Steel – The Independent

Terry Eagleton – The Guardian

1. At home, read a few columnists and choose the one which you like most or which you feel is most appropriate to the task.

2. Highlight and be prepared to comment on the following:

· The opening

· The ending

· Linkage of paragraphs

· Imagery – extended metaphor, simile, onomatopoeia, alliteration, personification, etc

· Use of hyperbole or litotes

· Unusual word choice

· Words which are new to you – look up their meaning

· Clever use of sentence structure

· Effective use of punctuation

· Any use of bold, italics, capitals, etc

· Use of slang, jargon or colloquial language

· Any other unusual feature or technique of style/ rhetorical techniques eg repetition
· Evidence used to support line of argument

· Identify the tone of the passage

· Identify the writer’s stance

· Identify the intended audience

3.
In class you will exchange your article with a partner, read each other’s and then discuss the techniques employed.  You will then be asked to contribute to class discussion of the features above and share any new vocabulary.
