Discursive Writing
Follow the steps below to help you prepare and write your essay.

1 Make a short list of possible topics – try to avoid the ‘big’ topics eg war, capital punishment, etc.
2 Jot down what you already know about your topics.
3 Decide which one you prefer/will find information on, etc.

4 Identify various sources – websites, newspaper articles, etc.

5 Ensure you note down your sources in a Bibliography as you go along.  Check ‘Help’ on your computer for layout of this.

6 Make a list of evidence you ca use to support your points eg quotations, statistics.

7 Make a T-chart of the pros and cons for your issue/topic

8 Decide if your approach will be to write a Persuasive essay or an Argumentative one. 

9 Decide your stance on the issue – create a question or title for your essay.

10 Write an outline plan of your points.

11 Write an introduction, ensuring you identify the issue and why it is controversial.
12 Work on each of your points – topic sentence, evidence, discussion

13 Remember to consider counter-arguments.

14 Think about stylistic techniques – formal prose, sentence construction, punctuation (parenthesis, colon, semi-colon, etc) for effect, rhetorical devices eg repetition, rule of 3s, rhetorical questions, bold assertion, tone, emotive language, use of analogy, etc.
15 Work on linking your paragraphs, using transitional markers/topic sentences linking your points.

16 Check that your points are in the most effective order – rearrange if necessary.

17 Write your conclusion – sum up your points, suggest how the issue can be resolved, if at all.

18 Proof read your essay – read aloud and check fro careless errors in spelling and punctuation.  Improve vocabulary, expression, linkage, use of evidence, sub-conclusions and check you have a line of argument. 

19 Add your Word Count – don’t include your Bibliography in this.

20 Complete your Bibliography and add at the end.

