Close Reading – Analysing Word Choice and Use of Language
Word Choice:

· Explain Denotation – shows understanding of the word

· Explain Connotations of word – Beginning to analyse why the writer has chosen that word over another

· Explain HOW connotations reveal writer’s attitudes, feelings or point – Analyse in response to what the question has asked you to explain
Stubborn


v


Determined
1.  Explain the differing connotations of the above words.

Activities

1. “I'm not sure what to call them, since it is hard to describe these constructions, with their inanely grinning, appallingly-paid staff dressed like circus clowns dispensing lumps of fatty meat and slices of crumpled salad in soggy buns, accompanied by tubs of steaming hot French fries and teeth-rotting drinks, as 'restaurants'. True, they are 'places where food is bought and eaten', but it would be a sad world if these were really considered restaurants.”

· Show how the writer uses word choice to convey their view of fast food restaurants. (4)

2.
Ever since I was a child, museums have fascinated me. I love them. Even the most dusty and drab have a magic for me. I was the despair of my mother when I was a child, for I was always bringing home fossils, bits of interesting rock, and such like, to add to the overburdened windowsill museum which I had.

· Show how the writer uses word choice to convey their view of museums. (4)

3.
This has been a long time coming.  Hunting may have been damned and shooting condemned, but for the anti-blood sports lobby, fishing has long been regarded as something akin to the sliced vegetable its quarry is most traditionally served with – a hot potato.
· Explain clearly HOW the writer suggests that the anti-blood sports lobby thinks hunting is worse than shooting. (4)

· Explain clearly HOW the writer’s use of language reveals the anti-blood sports lobby’s differing treatments of hunting, shooting and fishing (4)




























