Close Reading Help Sheet
Word Choice:

1. Quote an example.

2. Give definition/meaning of the word.

3. Explain why the writer uses the word in the passage. (e.g. what does it reveal about the writer’s views on the topic?)
Imagery:

1. Quote an example.

2. Give literal root of image.

3. Explain why image is used in the passage (e.g. simile; metaphor; alliteration and what does it reveal about the writer’s views on the topic)
Sentence Structure:

1. Quote an example.

2. Name sentence structure feature.  (e.g. list; climatic sentencing; parallelism.)
3. Explain why sentence feature is used.  What does it reveal about the writer’s views on the topic?)
Tone:

1. Quote an example.

2. Name tone (sarcastic, mocking; critical; humorous; etc).

3. Explain why tone is used. What does it reveal about the writer’s views on the topic? 

Linking:

1. Quote an example and explain how it links backwards.

2. Quote an example and explain how it links forward.

3. Sum up (for each example) how this reveals the writer’s views on the topic.

Punctuation:
1. Quote an example where the punctuation feature is being used.

2. Explain what punctuation is being used. (e.g. colon; dash; parenthesis; etc.)
3. Explain how punctuation helps reveal the writer’s views on the topic.

