An examination of the relationship between brothers Tommo and Charlie in Michael Morpurgo’s ‘Private Peaceful.’

Introduction

· Name of text and author

· Briefly sum up plot (2-3 lines maximum)

· Use key words of the question – relationship between two brothers which faces many challenges/difficulties/problems etc. – Link to Overall theme/message
· Use evaluative words
Paragraph 2 – Tommo and Charlie at start of novel

· Explain how Tommo feels towards Charlie at the start of the novel.

· Explain a key moment where he feels proud/respectful/admiration for Charlie (e.g. trying to make him feel better on way to school, not making a sound when he gets beaten, sticking up for Tommo when he gets in a fight over Big Joe etc.)

· Explain briefly what happens, how Tommo feels and why he feels this way.

· Sum up their relationship at the start of the novel.

Paragraph 3 – problems in their relationship – growing up

· Charlie growing up too fast and Tommo feels left behind, 

· Charlie’s relationship with Molly and keeping it secret from Tommo

· Molly’s pregnancy and marriage to Charlie 

· Tommo’s secret – thinking he has killed his father 

· Charlie making money for the family and Tommo feeling jealous he can’t do this. Charlie spending more time with Molly due to their work at the Big House etc.

· Describe the problems and clearly explain how these affect their relationship.  Pick at least two of the ones above.  You can use your own too, but, don’t go too far in novel (e.g. signing up for war.)

· Explain how Tommo feels towards Charlie at this point.  Try and explain the effect this has on the novel. 

Paragraph 4 – signing up to war

· Explain Tommo’s original reasons for wanting to sign up to war (getting away from Charlie, too difficult to even just be around him and also seeing him happy with Molly, who he also loves etc.)

· Explain how he feels when Charlie decides to sign up.

· Explain why Tommo then decides he has to go and what this reveals about their relationship and issues they have had.

Paragraph 5 – Events At War

· Charlie protecting Tommo. 

· Charlie getting in trouble with Hanley for not following orders.

· Charlie being seen as a troublemaker by the rest of the company, including  Tommo.

· Charlie being injured and sent home. 

· Charlie coming back to the war.

· Charlie rescuing Tommo when he is buried by bomb blast.

· Tommo thinking Charlie has died etc. 

· Any others while at war.

Do not focus on the incident that leads to Charlie’s death – this will go in a later paragraph.

· Pick 2 of these events.  Describe what happens for each and explain clearly what it reveals about their relationship.  

Paragraph 6 – style

· Explain the style of the novel (present narration while at war and the flashbacks to their lives at home.) Explain how the two narratives help to reveal more about the relationship between Tommo and Charlie.

· Explain what the present narration is about and what we are lead to believe is happening/will happen to Tommo the next morning.  Explain how the writer makes us think this and how it increases tension/suspense:

· Increased clues about how precious this night is, 

· Time at the start of each chapter counting down, 

· Use of foreshadowing/imagery (time being sliced away)

· Mention of the padre (priest)/increased focus on Heaven and God, 

· Tommo wanting to remember everything about his life (use of flashbacks)

· Tommo thinking increasingly of desertion as he struggles to cope etc.

· Hearing Private Peaceful has been sentenced to death for cowardice

Paragraph 7:Lead up to Charlie’s death/key themes

· Explain why Charlie refuses to follow Sergeant Hanley's orders (Tommo badly injured, can’t move, Charlie can’t leave him behind etc.)

· Explain what it reveals about Charlie and his feelings towards Tommo that he decides to stay with him even though he knows he can be sentenced for death for doing so.

· Describe Charlie and Tommo’s last meeting (gives Tommo the watch, asks Tommo to be a good father to his child, look after Molly, Tommo finally telling him his secret (key theme of guilt now changes to acceptance), despite Charlie being faced with death, he still comforts/reassures Tommo over their Father’s death etc.)

· Sum up what this reveals about their relationship and the brothers’ feelings for one another.

· Explain how the relationship between the two brothers is interesting/ effective in the novel.

Paragraph 8 – conclusion

· Sum up the brothers’ relationship and how it has changed through the novel. (periods of difficulty, but always close etc.)

· Sum up how you feel towards the two characters (try not to use I)

· Sum up what their relationship added to the novel (helped writer reveal key themes: bravey, loss, guilt, acceptance, made you aware of desertion and how cruelly etc. the punishment of death was given.)

