FORRES ACADEMY SUCCESSES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Updated 30.06.16
Some examples of our achievements Aug 2015 – June 2016 are shown below.
· Forres Academy students participated in over 20 different sports.  Some were based only at grass roots participation where others allowed Regional and National involvement with varying degrees of individual and team successes.  
· Cora Meechan and Johnny Bichan continued their role as Young Ambassadors for sport and were invited to take leadership roles at the Grampian Young Ambassador Conference in September 2015.  Johnny applied and has now been selected to be part of the 2016 Young Ambassadors Conference Team for 2016.  Selected this year as Young Ambassadors for the school are Anna MacFadyen and Oscar Connah. 
· Young Ambassadors, Lead 14 and Young Leaders were given Leadership opportunities when they assisted with the delivery of various Moray Inter-Primary Sports events, the schools lunchtime Olympics and extracurricular Activ8 sessions.
· 11 pupils across all age groups represented Forres Academy at the Moray Schools Orienteering competition.  Kathryn Barr took gold in the girls’ individual competition and Alistair Bonsall took bronze in the boys’ event.  Forres Academy went onto win both team trophies.  Others in the team were John Bonsall, Nathan McRae, Jennifer Spencer, Lauren Cameron, George Cannard, Shauna Perry, Rob Bichan, Ben Cameron and Oliver Watson; all contribute to the Moray Schools Orienteering League which Forres Academy won for the 5th year.  A great result for the individuals, team and the school. Kathryn Barr continued with her participation in the Scottish and UK Orienteering Development Squads competing both on the UK and International Circuit.  

· Moray Secondary Schools Cross Country - Individual medalists – Gold – Ben Cameron, Robert Fraser, Anna MacFadyen. Bronze – David Scott, Lauren Cameron, Kathryn Barr and Owen Paterson. Ben Cameron S1also won the North of Scotland Cross Country Championships and took the Scottish Schools Gold for his age group and went onto to compete in the final of the British Cross Country challenge.  Anna MacFadyen S5 also won her age group at the Scottish Schools and is now crowned Scottish Schools Champion, she was selected for the SIAB Home International representing Scotland and competed in a team event at the London Marathon for Scotland; winning Gold.  Anna then went onto represent Scotland in Hill Running.  The European event was held in the Czech Republic and in her first attempt at this discipline Anna came 7th – a fantastic achievement.  
· Ben Cameron and Shauna Perry represented Forres Academy in the new Active Schools Trail running event, both taking bronze position for the Under 16 age group. 
· Moray Schools Swimming Time Trials saw the Forres Academy swimmers taking 10 Gold, 12 Silver and 8 Bronze medal positions.  These Trials saw the vast majority of competitors achieving new PB’s in their respective disciplines.  9 swim times from the Forres Academy Swimmers were put forward for consideration for the National Individual Event in January with 3 of the swims being selection being given to Eilidh McRitchie and Callum McBeath.  Callum went onto gaining times at one of his Club events to allowing him an Olympic Trial for his sport, representation at this was denied this time round but it is something that he aspires to.

· The School Sport Committee was set up with Student representation of different ages from across all house groups.

· Forres Academy achieved the Silver Award for the Sport Scotland School Sport Award in September and has submitted an application with evidence to be considered for the Gold Award.

· Shortlisted at the sportMoray Awards were Finlay Donegan (Athletics), Kyle Cartmell (Cycling), Harry Ferguson (Ice Hockey) and Kathryn Barr (Orienteering).  

· Emma Donald had success in the Grampian Badminton Singles League taking 1st position in the U14 category.  Emma along with Calum Burge, Katie Riddick also had success at the Highland Tournaments. A number of our pupils were selected to represent Moray in the S1/2 Triangular Tournament against Aberdeenshire and City with Moray once again taking silver.  Members from the Forres Academy Badminton Club represented the school in the Crombie Singles League, Team Event which they had mixed success.  The Forres Academy Team competed over two dates to win the S1 – S3 Moray Schools Badminton Shield.
· Jog Scotland Young Leaders Award 16 students attended and passed the Junior Jog Scotland CPD.

· Tom Bell took 1st net prize and Jake Carpenter won 3rd Scratch Prize at the North of Scotland Schools Golf Championships.  Matthew Wilson won Bronze medal at the Moray Secondary Schools Golf Championships.  Tom and Jake both competed in the Scottish Schools Paul Lawrie Golf Championships, both enjoying the opportunity finishing middle of the field of over 70 competitors.
· Moray Gig – Able Crew – Students continued to be involved with the Moray Gig allowing them to gain valuable seamanship skills and develop their team building as they committed to weekend training from August to October.  Senior students through their initial school involvement with the Moray Gig will be representing GB in July 2016 in Denmark – Mark Shewry, James Hammond, Ronan MacFarlane, they along with other past students will be making up approximately 50% of the GB Crew.
· 6 students represented Forres Academy at the North of Scotland Track and Field Championships winning 6 Gold, 2 Silver and 2 Bronze medals taking 7th position on the medal table out of 39 schools. Ben Cameron, David Scott and Finley Donegan also represented Forres Academy at the Scottish Schools Championships with David taking Bronze medal in the Long Jump and Findlay winning Gold in the Triple Jump. 

· Anna Pritchard and Niamh Young were selected to represent Moray Schools in the National Secondary School’s Girls Cup in Cricket. 
· Katie Munro and Beth Hurst continue to be in the Scottish Sailing Squad 29ers and are competing in the Scottish, Great Britain and European stage with success. They were recently selected for the RYA UK Squad Sailors and are now of elite status and have also been granted Elite performance status from RYA Scotland. 
· A number of our students have also been successful in Captaining Scottish and UK teams in their chosen sports through club participation – George Hurst for Rugby and Harry Ferguson, Harry is now going off to take up professional ice hockey and we wish him every success.

School Sports Awards – Recognition
Winner of the School Emerging Talent Award – Emma Donald

Winner of the Elite Performance Award – Anna MacFadyen 

School Sport Volunteering Award Recognition 

Awarded to students regularly giving of their time throughout the Academic Year to assist or lead sessions in a particular sporting activity.

· Johnny Bichan – Badminton

· Cora Meechan - Cheerleading

Team Successes

· Forres Academy winners of the Moray Schools Orienteering League for the 4th consecutive year.

· The Forres Academy Orienteering Team won both the Boys and the Girls Team Trophies at the Moray Schools Event.    
· The Academy Cross Country S1/2 Boys; S1/2 Girls; S3/4 Girls; S5/6 Girls all won their respective team trophies at the Moray Schools Competition. 
· Moray Secondary Schools Golf Championships Team Shield won by Forres Academy. 
North of Scotland Schools Golf Championships – ‘Moray’ Shield was won by Forres Academy. 
· The ASfL Boccia Team won the Moray Schools Boccia Festival.

· The Forres Academy Badminton and Basketball Teams both won the Moray Schools Competition in their respective sports.
· Forres Academy won the new Moray Schools Trail running event with an overall point score of 1103.
Fundraising 

· Early Morning Swim Team bag pack at Tesco Forres raised £413.00 which will be put towards pool hire costs for the season.  
· Fundraising continued this year supporting Lepra with S1 students raising £832.36. 
· NAT5 Cake Baking and Decorating, Nat4/5 Hospitality and staff contributions raised £322.98 for the MacMillan Cancer through organising a staff Coffee Morning and cake stall.

· Jeans for Genes Day raised £677.29.

· Shoe Box Appeal was once again well supported by the students and staff at Forres Academy with 135 boxes handed over for distribution.
· Comic Relief was supported through the efforts of the Pupil Forum Fund Raising Group who took the lead allowing £1258.42 to be raised.
· Cash for Kids benefited through the Christmas Cracker event at the end of term. 
· Moray Food Bank, Earl Haig Fund/Poppy Scotland and FLAG Malawi also benefited through fund raising.
· S3 RME class held a sponsored silence to generate some funds for the Volunteer Moray Supports Refugees Group.  The class raised over £100 and they bought a selection games, colouring books, pencils for the children of the refugee families who have been resettled in Forres.
· Lights, Camera and Action from the Drama Department during Sport Relief raised £70.00 to help raise a child out of poverty.
Additional News

· A number of Forres Academy pupils and staff were recognised for their voluntary contribution to the World Orienteering Championships.

· Forres Academy was awarded Commendation for the Forres Academy NCS Badminton Club recognising their continued commitment after previously winning the ‘School of the Month Award’ from Badminton Scotland.
· The Music Jamming Group helped with the organisation of the Grant Park Rock Concert at the start of Scottish week, they also performed along with the school choir on the evening.  Continued involved with the Forres Youth Concert.  Just recently and in their own time some have been involved with a Music Video and Film Production workshops all adding to their skill set as well as being featured in a film about our local community. 
· The Lunchtime Science Club continues to provide opportunities for our students to achieve their Saltire Awards.
· Continued development with the Seafood Project in school and working in partnership with Scottish Seafoods and businesses in Moray gave S3 Food students the opportunity to gain insight into the fish industry from sea to table, the skills involved and career opportunities when they visited Buckie.

· A successful Grant application to the Gordon and Ena Baxter Foundation provided funding of £1,500 to support a Culinary Preserving Project in the Home Economics Department.  It is hoped that through this initial help it will create sustainability of the project and further developments can also be made.

· Now in its 13th year of delivery we provide the Primary 7 Transition Activity day allowing pupils the opportunity to engage in a variety of activities delivered in or in near proximity to the school, staff, volunteers and clubs come on board to create this event.  Parent raising awareness workshops are also arranged for this event, again working with our partners to provide insight for the various sessions being delivered. 
· A successful grant funding application of £3,000 has just recently been confirmed by Education Scotland allowing a whole school initiative to be delivered through the Home Economics Department, they will be engaging with the Pupil Forum, School Meals Service and School Canteen, Moray College and Parent Council to achieve the objectives of the project, many of which will be pupil led.  
Duke of Edinburgh Awards
· During 2015 – 2016 Forres Academy through Wider Achievements - Duke of Edinburgh Awards - attracted interest from 21 students.  They have been working on achieving their Bronze award and just recently completed their expedition for part of their Challenge.

· Through the Moray Council Open Award Scheme a further 6 students are doing their Bronze Award 
· Four S5 students also through the Open Award Scheme are working towards their Silver Award.
· Congratulations to Emma Jane Menzies for achieving her Gold Award.

Mathematical Challenges
· The Junior Mathematical Challenge attracted 44 of our S2 students to take up the Mathematical Challenge run by the Mathematics Trust.  The JMC encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.  

Mathematics controls more aspects of the modern world than most people realise – from iPods, cash machines, telecommunications and airline booking systems to production processes in engineering, efficient distribution and stock-holding, investment strategies and ‘whispering’ jet engines.  The scientific and industrial revolutions flowed from the realisation that mathematics was both the language of nature, and also a way of analysing – and hence controlling – our environment.  In the last fifty years, old and new applications of mathematical ideas have transformed the way we live.  All of these developments depend on mathematical thinking – a mode of thought whose essential style is far more permanent than the wave of technological change which it has made possible.  The problems on the JMC reflect this style, which pervades all mathematics, by encouraging students to think clearly about challenging problems.
The UK JMC has grown out of a national challenge first run in 1988.  In recent years, over 250,000 pupils have taken part from around 3,700 schools.  Certificates are awarded to the highest scoring 40% of candidates (Gold:Silver:Bronze 1:2:3).   This year 5 of our students were awarded with the Bronze Award.
· Another four of our students took up the Scottish Maths Challenge during their own time with Emma Donald achieving Bronze.

· 6 students studying Advanced Higher Maths attended the annual Highland Mathematics weekend which was held at the Lagganlia Outdoor Learning Centre.  The students were able to build upon their existing maths skills through university level tuition delivered by a variety of university professors including ex head of Strathclyde Maths  Department Adam McBride and Dr Johnathan Fraser from the University of Manchester. This was funded by the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries and it provided an excellent opportunity for the pupils to test their maths abilities through problem solving and challenging questions. Not only did this group enjoy the academic part of the weekend, they also took part in an outdoor team building activity which helped them integrate with pupils from other schools.
English/Literacy Awards

· Seven members of FANG (Forres Academy News Group) were selected as finalists in the ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ Young reporter’s competition.  A total of 400 entries were received from 22 authorities across Scotland.  Pupils from FANG were chosen for their reports on: “The Dava Way”, “Forres in Bloom” and Moray Wastebusters”.   Each finalist received a certificate and £10 Waterstones voucher.  The group from Forres Academy were given a special commendation and were presented with a Samsung Galaxy Tablet. 
· Winner of the Elgin Museum Schools Arts Competition 2016 – Poetry Award was Lauren Cameron who was Poetry received most votes by the visitors of the museum,
· Rebekah Prentice was awarded the 1st prize in the Rotary Young Writer Award.  Pupils from across S1-3 were challenged to write creatively on the topic ‘My World is Beautiful’.  The Rotary Club received a wide variety of entries from across the year groups with Rebekah’s standing head and shoulders above the rest.  The judging panel were very impressed with her piece and thought it was sophisticated and descriptive.  Rebekah’s piece will now be entered into the Rotary National Young Writer’s competition which will be judged later this year.

Music Achievements 
· Rotary Club of Forres Young Musician of the Year 2016 was won by Ross Tulloch on Trombone with Cora Meechan on vocal taking 2nd place and Ross Mallon on Piano 3rd.  
Art Recognition

· Recognition for Katie Munro and Rosie Hart for their Higher Art Course Work after results were confirmed August 2015.  

· Emma Donald winner of the Berryburn Logo Competition

· Forres Academy pupil India Nicolson won 1st prize in the S1-S3 group for her Surrealist drawing at the Moray Schools Art Exhibition.
· S2 Pupil, Katie Angell won the Junior North Regional Art Award which is sponsored by Brodies Law Firm.  Katie attended the Awards Ceremony which was held at the Royal Scottish Academy School in Edinburgh – her drawing is now displayed in one of the Offices of the Law Firm. 
· S3 pupil Galesha Paterson recently heard that her entry into the Fringe Schools Poster Competition has been selected for inclusion into their exhibition.
Science Awards

· Kerry Niven(S1) received a special mention and a book from the Institute of Physics.  Kerry who took part in a ‘Reflections of Light Competition’ designed a poster on ‘Light The Eye Cannot See’.  Although Kerry was not successful in winning her age category the judges were very impressed and wanted to give her a special award.  Professor Martin Hendry, Head of School of Physics and Astronomy at Glasgow University said: “The majority of entries submitted to the Reflections on Light competition were made by teams of three or four and the panel of judges wanted to recognise the excellent work Kerry did as an individual and the enthusiasm shown”.
· The Lunchtime science club continues to give opportunities for students to achieve their Saltire Awards.
